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NEPAL DISASTER

Shah blames global warming;

flood death toll climbs to 1,243
-~ N '

A woman looks on during the final rites of victims of the flash floods at Pashupati Aarey Ghat in
Kathmandu on Wednesday. TAsHI ToBGYAL

Global community
must work toreduce
climaterisks, says PM

Yubaraj Ghimire
Kathmandu, September 2

EXACTLY Aweek after the flash
flood that has left a trail of dev-
astationin atleast three districts
adjoining Kathmandu, Prime
Minister Balendra Shah on
Wednesday made arare appear-
anceinParliament, hisfourthin
as many months, and said
Nepal will seekjustice aswell as
support from the international
community towards rehabilita-
tion and reconstruction.

He said the flash flood on
August 26 was something that
could not have been antici-
pated, but the government
acted efficiently without any
loss of time. Shah praised the
role of security agencies which
jumped into the search and res-
cue mission immediately, and
succeeded in rescuing more

than 13,000 people.

Shah did not confirm the
possibility of his leading a Ne-
pali delegation to the UN Gen-
eral Assembly, but said there is
need to make a strong case for
justice for the loss and damage
that Nepal, with its many snow-
capped mountains, faces.

Headded that Nepalis a vic-
tim of global warming and car-
bon emissions largely from in-
dustrialised countries.

Briefing the House of Rep-
resentatives about the devasta-
tion caused by the floods, Shah
said, “This incident shows the
increasingrisk the people of the
mountain region have to bear
with the occurrence of climate
change... There is a global con-
tribution behind climate
change. And the responsibility
tomanage and minimise its ef-
fects also rests on the global
community.”

The Prime Minister had ear-
lier said that what happened
last week was a tragedy that hit
the nation, but what the Nepa-
lese army, police and the armed
police force were doing was

commendable.

“The flood water gushing
into the tunnel along with mud
isnotanormal situation that s
seen elsewhere and the rescue
operation becomes difficult
and there is no available tech-
nology towin over it.”

The death toll from Nepal’s
devastating flash floods rose to
1,243 on Wednesday, with
nearly 4,875 still missing, as res-
cuers battled continuos rain
and debris.

Speaking about the interna-
tional assistance, Shah said,
“Thereisno question about not
accepting international assis-
tance at this magnitude of cri-
sis, and we have coordinated
with the international commu-
nity to receive support and as-
sistance since the beginning.”

Hesaid the government has
followed protocols, legal and
scientific norms in handling
bodies of unidentified victims
and buried them for now after
taking their DNA --so that these
could be exhumed later if
relatives came to claim a body.

—WITHPTIINPUTS

Where roads end, drones carry
the dead home in flood-hit areas

Kathmandu: In the flood-rav-
aged hills of Nepal, drones are
doing something far beyond
their traditional role of taking
aerial photographs or mapping
— carrying the dead home.

Seven bodies were airlifted
by drones this week from Devig-
hat-3 in Nuwakot to Devighat-5,
from an area so difficult and
dangerous to navigate that res-
cuers could not safely reach it,
according to a report published
in The Kathmandu Post news-
paper on Wednesday.

It was “perhaps their most
unusual role yet”, the report said.

The drone team included
personnel from Nepal Police,

Joshua Wong

David Pierson
September 2

JOSHUA WONG, a prominent
Hong Kong pro-democracy ac-
tivist, pleaded guilty on Wed-
nesday to collusion for lobbying
Western lawmakers, a case that
shows how China treatsinterna-
tional outreach asa national se-
curity crime. The maximum
penalty for colluding with for-
eign forcesislife in prison.
Wong was accused of con-
spiring with other campaigners

Nepal Army, and drone manu-
facturing company GarudX.

Theunusual operationisthe
latest example of how drones,
are quietly becoming an extra
pairofhandsand eyesin Nepal's
disaster response. In Devighat-
3, one of the worst-hit areas, an
Al-enabled drone recently flew
over stranded villagers, its loud-
speaker asking them a series of
simple questions: Do you have
water? Food? Medicine? Vil-
lagers were asked to raise their
handsin response.

“Based on villagers’ re-
sponse, we make an assessment
for what they require and send
delivery through drones,” Milan

g ————

Joshua Wong

tolobbylawmakers, particularly
those in the United States like
Nancy Pelosi and Marco Rubio,

Pandey, director of Airlift Tech-
nology and a drone pilot, was
quoted as saying by Post report.
The drone also asked people
to provide a phone number or
address, which could be written
onaplacard oreveninthe mud,
allowing operators to identify
theirlocation and requirements.
“We supplied at least 1.5
tonnes of emergency supplies,
including food, to the affected
areasinthreedays,” Pandey said.
Inanotheroperation,adrone
was flown inside the tunnel of
Upper Trishuli-1 hydropower
project, where scores of workers
are believed to have been
trapped following floods. PTI

pleads guilty to “Wester

to impose sanctions on Hong
Kong and China. The cam-
paigners sought to pressure offi-
cials in China and Hong Kong
for greater democratic rights in
the semiautonomous territory.

Wong, who turns 30 next
month, was one of the youngest
activistsin ademocracy move-
ment that was quashed in 2020
after China introduced a
sweeping national security law
that effectively outlawed politi-
cal dissent in Hong Kong.

In a sign of the sensitivity

' InEgypt, Xicalls

for new security
framework
for West Asia

Reuters

Cairo, Beijing, September 2
CHINESE PRESIDENT Xi Jinp-
ingcalled on West Asian nations
to oppose external interference
and consider reshaping region’s
security order during a visit to
Egypt Wednesday, as Beijing
seeks to expand its influence
amid the US war against Iran.

Xi’s first trip to West Asia in
four years comes as US partners
intheregion reassess their stra-
tegic relationships after months
of conflict that have disrupted
trade, shaken economies and
raised questions about Wash-
ington’s long-termrole.

Egypt, itself a major US de-
fence partner that receives
around $1.3 billion annually in
military aid from Washington,
has been steadily increasing
economic and military cooper-
ation with China in recent years.

Welcomed by President
Abdel Fattah al-Sisi with a mili-
tary ceremony in Cairo, Xi said
countriesintheregionshouldbe
“masters of their own destiny”
and “explore a new regional se-
curity architecture”, according
to China’s state news agency
Xinhua.

Xialso said China was ready
to work with regional countries
tosafeguard shippingroutes, an
issue that has taken on greater
importance after conflict dis-
rupted traffic through the Strait
of Hormuz and Bab al-Mandeb.

U.S. SAYS IT TARGETED IRGC SITES IN RESPONSE TO STRIKES ON SHIPPING

USbombs Iran again, Tchran
hits back atbases across Gulf

18killed, 108injured | R

in US strikes; Iran:
Wedding venue hit

Reuters
Washington, Dubai,
September 2

IRANIANS AND their Arab
neighbours feared a return of
war Wednesday after the biggest
exchange of firebetween Tehran
and Washington since July, with
US forces striking Iran’s south-
ern coast and Iran firing at
American bases across region.

The US threatened more
devastatingstrikes. Iran accused
Washington of hittinga wedding
party, killing four people and
wounding dozens. Its health
minister later said 18 intotalhad
been killed and 108 injured in
the latest wave of US strikes.

The US military said it struck
air defences, radar systems,
maritime assets, mine-layingca-
pabilities and communications
sites on Tuesday. Iran reported
hits on multiple targets near the
Strait of Hormuz.

Iran responded by striking
what it said were US assets in
Bahrain, Jordan, Kuwait and
Iraq, and said itsaim wasnow to
drive USforces from the vast net-
workof military basesthey have

Debris surrounds a car at the site of US strike in Kuhestak, southern
Iran, on Wednesday. ReUTERS

across West Asia.

“American evil in the region
will be met with heavier, more
widespread, and devastating re-
sponses, and any country that
cooperates with the aggressive
American army must accept its
dangerous consequences,”
Iran’s military command said.

Iransaid itkilled US forcesin
Jordanand atabaseinnorthern
Iraq, but US officials told Reuters
there were no casualties, accord-
ingtoinitial assessments.

In Kuwait, Iran said it had
carried out a missile and drone
attack on the vast US Ali Al
Salem Air Base and targeted the
accommodation of a US com-
mander. Kuwait’s fire service

Russian drones crash into central
Kyiv on seventh day of attacks

Reuters
Kyiv, September 2

RUSSIAN DRONES tore into
central Kyiv on Wednesday
morning, wounding nine
people and damaging residen-
tial and university buildings on
the seventh day of nearly round-
the-clock attacks that have up-
ended daily life in the city.

Moscow’s new air campaign
against Ukrainian capital and
surrounding region has killed
dozens of civilians and dis-
rupted logistics as Kyiv struggles
to shoot down the jet-powered
drones swarming in waves.

Wednesday’s attack on a
downtown university took place
while students were in class,
forcingsome 160 toseek shelter,
President Volodymyr Zelenskyy
said. The mounting attacks
come as Ukraine braces for a
new season of Russian strikes on
energy infrastructure, amid a
critical shortage of US-designed
missile interceptors needed to
down ballistic missiles.

Earlier on Wednesday, Rus-

' siastruck power facilities in the

n collusion’

around the case, police officers
in tactical vests and police ve-
hicles surrounded the court-
house where Wong’s case was
being heard on Wednesday.
He is already serving an al-
most five-year prison term for
hisrole in an unofficial primary
election in 2020 organized by
the city’s pro-democracy camp
that the authorities deemed
subversive. That case, the city’s
largest national security trial,
led to the conviction of Wong
and over 40 former politicians.

southern Odesa region with
missiles and drones, authorities
said, knocking out power to
more than 350,000 homes.

Russian President Vladimir
Putin said Tuesday he had or-
dered his forces to prepare new
campaign of “massive” strikes.

“Unfortunately, there has
been fartoolittle response from
the world and its most influen-
tialleadersto thislatest Russian
escalation of strikes,” Zelen-
skyy wrote on X.

Two people were also killed
and eight wounded in Russian
strikes on the southeastern city
of Dnipro, the regional gov-
ernor said, where food ware-
houses and educational build-
ings were damaged.

Loud explosions thundered
through Kyiv Wednesday
morning as air defences tar-
geted incoming drones.

Earlier this week, Kyiv
Mayor Vitali Klitschko said his
city's defence council had ap-
pealed to the government to
ease the wartime curfew and
other traffic restrictions during
alerts.

After droneevent,
EUtohit Russia
withmorecurbs

Brussles: European Commis-
sion chief Ursulavon der Leyen
vowed on Wednesday to in-
crease pressure on Russia, in-
cluding with new sanctions,
after an attempted drone attack
at Leipzig/Halle Airport in Ger-
many that she said showed Mos-
cow's growing “recklessness”.
"Europe and NATO will not
just maintain our pressure on
Russia; we will increase it, and
we will not stop — not until
Russia stops bombing and kill-
inginnocent children, men and
women in Ukraine,” von der
Leyen said in Brussels.
“Europeans are faced with
the hard truth that this is the
new normal. We have to step
up, and that meansbeing ready
torespond to Russia’s reckless-
ness faster and better.”
REUTERS

said it put out a blaze at a resi-
dential complex hit by adrone.

Qatar, home ofthelargest US
airbase in the Gulf, said it held
Iran responsible for attacks and
their repercussions. Bahrain,
which housesthe regional head-
quarters of the US Navy, said Ira-
nian drones were intercepted
and destroyed.

Iran also said two tankers
had been struck by mines while
being steered through the Strait
of Hormuz by US personnel.

Iran blacklisted 11 more
ships, bringing the total number
of such vessels to 56, a govern-
ment website showed, meaning
it would consider them subject
to fines, confiscation or deten-

* BRIEFLY

Now that we

have itunder
USA control, should
we change the name
Hormuz Strait to
TRUMPSTRAIT ?”

DONALD TRUMP,
U.S. PRESIDENT

tion if they try to sail through
Strait without permission.

However, US President Don-
ald Trump repeated his asser-
tion that the strait was open to
shipping. “Now that we have it
under USA control, should we
change the name Hormuz Strait
to TRUMP STRAIT???,” Trump
said in a post on Truth Social.

Iran said four people includ-
ing a 4-year-old were Kkilled
while celebrating a wedding at
ahome in Sirik.

Iranian media said as many
as 68 were wounded there, and
released images of injured
children in hospital.

Reuters was unable to inde-
pendently verify the incident.

US Navy Captain Tim Haw-
kins, a spokesperson for Central
Command, said: “We are aware
of reports, which originated
from Iranian state media. The
U.S. military never targets civil-
ians, unlikethe IRGC,” referring
toIran’s Revolutionary Guards.

UNITED STATES

$1 coin with Trump’s face goes on

sale, canbeused aslegal tender
: | THE $1COIN designed to celebrate

America’s 250th birthday and seem-
ingly President Donald Trump,
whose face gazes from one side of the
gold finish, will go on sale Wednes-
day, accordingthe US Mint. The
coin’sdesign — Trump’s visage as
“heads” and the Great Seal of the US
as “tails” —was given the stamp of

approval this year by US Commission
of Fine Arts. The coins, which canbe

The $1coin featuring
President Donald
Trump’simage. FILE

EGYPT

22 killed after
bus overturns

AT LEAST 22 people,
including Egyptians and
Jordanians, were Killed
Wednesdayin a passenger
bus crashin Egypt’s Sinai
Peninsula, authoritiesin
both countries said.
Twenty-eight others were
injured, official said. AP

used aslegal tender, stirred criticism
because federallaw bars depiction of
living president on currency. REUTERS

TURKEY

2tankers collide,
10 of crew missing

A TURKISH cargo ship

with 10 crew aboard sank
Wednesday after a collision
with a tanker offIstanbul,
Turkish authorities said. A
lifeboat have been found but
thereisnosign ofthe crew,
the General Directorate of
Maritime Affairs said. AP

Times Square stabbing: Bank of America V-P killed

New York: A Bank of America
vice president was killed in a
stabbing in New York City’s
Times Square Monday, sending
a shock wave through the bank
after the random incident took
place in broad daylight in heart
of the city’s tourist industry.

Erin Piacenti, 32, was a vice
president in BofA's business se-
lection and conflicts unit, ac-
cording to her LinkedIn profile.
The NYPD said that the suspect
was a woman with a history of
mental health issues.

Erin Piacenti

“We are shocked and deeply
saddened by the tragic loss of
our colleague. She was a valued

teammate who will be greatly
missed. Our hearts go out to her
family and all of herloved ones,”
the US banking giant said in an
emailed statement to Reuters .
New York City Mayor Zohran
Mamdani said Monday in a
press briefing that a woman
carrying multiple large knives
stabbed two people in Times
Square before police used a
Taser and fired their weapons.
Piacenti sustained stab
woundsinthe incident and was
later pronounced dead, the

NYPD said. A 68-year-old male
also sustained stabwounds and
wasinstable condition, itadded.
NYPD Commissioner Jessica
Tisch said the attacks, which
took place on August 31 aap-
peared tobe random and unpro-
voked. “The investigation re-
mains ongoing by the NYPD
Force Investigation Division,"
the NYPD said in a statement.
The suspect, Pamela Cisne-
ros, a 49-year-old woman, was
killed on Monday as officers re-
sponded. REUTERS

e WHILE SOCIAL MEDIA HAS BEEN AWASH WITH JIBES ABOUT 5,000 ‘LUSTY’ SAILORS, SHORE LEAVE SPENDING INVARIABLY BOOSTS THE LOCAL ECONOMY

Pattaya’s nightlife eyes a boom as war-weary crew of US warship arrives for ‘R&R’

Sakchai Lalit,
& Jintamas Saksornchi
Pattaya, September 2

THERE’S NO getting around
the fact Thailand’s seaside re-
sort of Pattaya has a lingering
reputation for sex tourism,
even though that’s only part of
the story for the city offering
shore leave for crew members
aboard USS Abraham Lincoln
aircraft carrier.

On Wednesday, USS Abra-
ham Lincoln, which spent nearly
ninemonthsatseatosupport US
operations against Iran, docked
at the Laem Chabang port in
Thailand's Chonburi province.
The 5,000 or so sailors and Mar-
ines aboard the nuclear-

powered ship had not been on
shore for more than 260 days,
andreportsemerged last month
of deteriorating mental health
amongthe crew aswell asshort-
agesof key food supplies aboard.

The Lincoln’s crew members
debarked to spend their free
timein nearby Pattaya, aseaside
resort city that US military per-
sonnel have frequented since
the Vietnam War era.

They will be following mil-
lions of other tourists, including
asignificant number of US mili-
tary personnel who take part
everyyearinmajorland and sea
exercises nearby with their Thai
counterparts.

Social media ahead of the
Lincoln’s visit has been awash

with jibes about lusty sailors, but
recent visitors say the develop-
ment of more family-friendly at-
tractions means the new, more
wholesome Pattaya over-
shadows its former seedy self.

Shore leave spending boosts
the local economy, and mission
duties often include community
outreach inand around the city,
about100 kmsoutheast of Bang-
kok. That includes specialized
medical care for villagers or vol-
unteering at orphanages.

But when hundreds or
thousands of sailors have a
chance to enjoy some onshore
liberty, the navy deploys
members of its Shore Patrol to
work side by side with Thai po-
lice to defuse any trouble.
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The USS Abraham Lincoln sails toward Laem Chabang Port
in Chonburi province, Thailand, on Wednesday. ap

Navy personnel are likely to
have been reminded that,
though rarely enforced, the law
in Thailand technically bans

epaper.indianexpress.com .. .

prostitution, and paying for sex
is a punishable offence under
Article 134 of the Uniform Code
of Military Justice, the legal

framework for US armed forces.
The military connection
goesbackatleasttothe Viethnam
War era, when at its height,
40,000-50,000 US service per-
sonnel were stationed in Thai-
land. Bases used by US forces
dotted Thailand, and all at-
tracted their share of nightlife ac-
tivities. Pattayawas close toboth
Sattahip naval base and Thai
Navy’s U-Tapao airfield, which
hosted B-52 bombers.
Elizabeth Becker, author of
Overbooked: The Exploding
Business of Travel and Tourism,
wrote American GIs during the
Vietnam War flocked to Pattaya,
aonce-quiet fishingvillage, “and
it turned into a raunchy seaside
playground.” The military facil-

ities brought a continuous
stream of personnel through
Pattaya, while the 1966 Enter-
tainment Places Act created a
legal gray area allowing the sex
trade to operate semi-openly in
bars and massage parlors — as
something of a private arrange-
ment between customer and
employee — despite a 1960 law
criminalizing prostitution.
Pattaya’sinfrastructure of go-
go clubs and other entertain-
ment venues was marketed to
travellers arriving in greater
numbers due to cheaper travel
and boom in package tours.
Severe economic disparities
brought many young women
and men from Thailand’s poor
northeasternIsan region towork

in Pattaya’s lucrative nightlife
sector. They earned wages far ex-
ceeding rural agricultural in-
comes, allowing them to send
money home to their families.

Prostitution is culturally
taboo, but sex work has quietly
flourished in Thai society for
centuries, with the domestic
market dwarfingthe moreglitzy
one for foreigners.

Pattaya underwent another
evolution in the 1990s, with a
new wave of tourists coming
from the erstwhile Soviet Union,
after Communism there col-
lapsed in late 1991. Embracing
modern globalized tourism, the
newcomers came on direct
charter flights benefiting from a
30-day visa-free agreement. AP
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NEW APPOINTMENTS IN AYODHYA AS PART OF ADMINISTRATIVE SHAKE-UP

inOp Si

Trustinducts three
new members for
administration of
temple affairs

Maulshree Seth

& Amrita Nayak Dutta
Lucknow, New Delhi,
September 2

IN A major administrative
overhaul of the Ram Mandir
Trust in Ayodhya, two months
after the arrest of eight men
over the alleged theft of do-
nated funds, Air Marshal (retd)
Jeetendra Mishra, who com-
manded the IAF’s Western Air

CBI chargesheets five
HaryanaIAS officers

in Rs 504-crore IDFC
First Bank fraud case

Sukhbir Siwach
Chandigarh, September 2

THE CENTRAL Bureau of In-
vestigation (CBI) filed acharge-
sheet against five Haryana IAS
officers and 14 others Wednes-
day into the Rs 504-crore IDFC
First Bank fraud case.
Accordingtothe CBI, public
servants, in connivance with
officials of IDFC First Bank and
AU Small Finance Banks, il-
legally transferred funds of
eight Haryana governmentde-
partments and bodies from
empanelled banks into specific
branches of the two banks. In
this process, they allegedly vi-
olated the guidelines of the Ha-
ryana finance department.
Among those charge-
sheeted, IAS officers Pankaj
Agarwal and R K Singh were
arrested and suspended, while
a third IAS officer, Pradeep
Kumar, was arrested in June,
on the day he was duetoretire.
Three more senior IAS officers
have been chargesheeted in
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the case.

The chargesheet, filed be-
fore the special judge for CBI
cases, also accuses three of-
ficers of IDFC First Bank and
one officer of AU Small Finance
Bank, as well as nine other Ha-
ryana government officials of
bribery, criminal conspiracy,
cheating, destruction of evi-
dence, forgery, criminal breach
of trust, and abetment.

According to the CBI, the
eight government departments
and bodies are the panchayat
department, Municipal Cor-
porations of Panchkula and
Kalka, Haryana School Shiksha
Pariyojna Parishad, Haryana
Labour Welfare Board, Ha-
ryana State Agricultural Mar-
keting Board, Haryana State
Pollution Control Board, and
Haryana Power Generation
Corporation Limited.

“The funds from these ac-
counts were misappropriated
through fraudulent means and
transferred to third parties who

»CONTINUEDON PAGE2 |

(From left) Air Marshal (retd) Jeetendra Mishra; Ram temple’s new trust members Mahesh
Bhagchandka, Madan Mohan Pandey and Dr Nirmala Yadav.

Command during Operation
Sindoor in May 2025, was Wed-
nesday appointed the first
Chief Executive Officer (CEO)
of the Shri Ram Janmbhoomi
Teerth Kshetra Trust.

The Trust named three new
trustees, including its first
woman member, and re-

shuffled key office-bearer
posts. Swami Govind Dev Giri
has been appointed the Trust
general secretary while newly-
inducted trustee and M2K
Group chairman Mahesh Bhag-
chandka will be the treasurer.
The two other new trustees
are Madan Mohan Pandey,

RELATED REPORTS, PAGE 16

former Additional Advocate
General of Uttar Pradesh who
had a leading role in the Ram
Janmabhoomi case in courts;
and Dr Nirmala Yadav, aretired
college principal from Shikoha-
bad.

In first remarks after being
named CEO, Mishra told news

LUCKNOW, MUMBAI,

Rejig after theft: Air commander
ndooris Ram temple CEO

agency ANI: “I consider thisa |

great fortune that they chose
me from so many candidates. I
also consider this the blessing
of Lord Ram that after 43 years
of service to the nation in the
Air Force, he has given me the
opportunity to serve Sri Ram
Mandir and Sri Ram bhakts.”
He was among seven top
military officers awarded the

Sarvottam Yudh Seva Medal for |,

their rolein Operation Sindoor.
Following the registration of

an FIR over the alleged theft
and arrest of eight meninJune,
three officials, including Trust
general secretary Champat Rai,
stepped down from their posts.
Two SITs were formed to probe
»CONTINUED ON PAGE 2

Lastritesin Nepal, toll over 1,200

A family member performs the last rites of Prabin Khadka, a taxi driver, at Pashupati Arya Ghat in Kathmandu, Wednesday. The death toll

from the devastating flash flood in Nepal crossed 1,200 with nearly 5,000 people still missing. TasHI ToBGYAL

RELATED REPORT, PAGE 13

Note on meeting over caste census

rewritten after Ministry pushback

Shyamlal Yadav
New Delhi, September 2

THE COUNTING of castein the
2027 Census has become a
political flashpoint with the
government opting for an
“open-ended question” format
rather than a drop-down menu,
and Leaders of Opposition in
Lok Sabha and Rajya Sabha,
Rahul Gandhi and Mallikarjun
Kharge, slamming the decision,
saying social justice policies
cannot be effectively imple-
mented without accurate data.

The Indian Express has
learnt that two key government

| arms behind the exercise, Of-

EXPLAINED

2011 dilemma

The open-ended response
formatleaves a problem that
had complicated the 2011
exercise: howto convert mil-
lions of individual responses
intoreliable, standardised
caste datawithoutappearing
todetermine or alter what
respondents have reported.

fice of the Registrar General of
India (ORGI) and Ministry of

Social Justice and Empower-
ment (MoSJE), were not always
on the same page, either.
Sources said Ministry offi-
cials expressed their willing-
ness to share the list of OBCs,
maintained by the National
Commission for Backward
Classes (NCBCQC), for the caste
enumeration exercise at a key
meeting on June 1. But the
offer, sources said, was not re-
flected accurately in an initial
draft of the minutes of this
meeting prepared by the Regis-
trar General’s office.
Following a pushback, the
Registrar General’s office
»CONTINUED ON PAGE 2

1 Happening '

today

OEXTERNAL AFFAIRS Minister
S Jaishankar will begin his three-
day visit to Ukraine and Poland.

®BCCITO hold areview meet-
ing featuring head coach Gau-
tam Gambhir and chairman of

selectors Ajit Agarkar.

TRACKTHESE AND MORE ON
WWW.INDIANEXPRESS.COM

NATION

SIXYEARS AFTER
DISHA SALIAN’S
DEATH, BOMBAY HC
ORDERS CBIPROBE
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Hum pal, pal aapke
saath hai

f EXPRESS Special ......................

RS member Raghav
Chadhadeleted
from Punjab draft

. SIR, alleges vendetta

EC conducts SIR, Punjab Govt has no
role in exercise: State official, AAP

Jatin Anand & Damini Nath
New Delhi, September 2

AN ESTIMATED 13.37 crore
names have been deleted
across the country from draft
electoral rolls prepared during
the Election Commission’s
Special Intensive Revision (SIR)
over the past year. One of them
is that of the youngest Rajya
Sabha MP — Raghav Chadha,
who was elected as an Aam
Aadmi Party (AAP) nomineein
2022 and crossed over to the
BJP in April this year.

The deletion has sparked a
political faceoff. While Chadha
hasalleged “political vendetta”
by the AAP government in
Punjab, asenior Punjab govern-
ment official and the AAP
countered that the SIR is con-
ducted by the EC and the state
government has “norole”.

Chadha’s name appears on
the list of those deleted in the

| Punjab draft roll, which was

Elected as AAP RS nomineein
2022, joined BJPin April 2026

published on August 13, Elec-
tion Commission records show.
This is the ASDD list (list of “ab-
sent, shifted, deceased and du-
plicate”). Against hisentry, isthe
noting: “permanently shifted.”
Chadhawasone ofthe 20.66
lakh or 9.7% of the pre-SIR elec-
torate in Punjab deleted.
Punjab’s final SIR roll is
scheduled tobe out on October
12. Those deleted in the draft
stage have a chance to get back
»CONTINUED ON PAGE 2

Jharkhand SIR: Poll officials order
probe into voter deletion forms

Inquiry related to booth in Maheshtikri
village, says BDO of Basantraiin Godda

Shubham Tigga
Ranchi, September 2

DISTRICT ELECTION author-
itiesin Godda, Jharkhand, have
sought areportand initiated an
inquiry into the submission of
Form 7 applications seeking
deletion of voters’ names at
Booth No. 9 in Maheshtikri vil-
lage of Basantrai block, after
The Indian Express reported
that Block Level Officers (BLOS)
of at least four booths had

raised red flags over them.

Block Development Officer
(BDO), Basantrai, Sriman Mar-
andi said Wednesday that the
Deputy Election Officer (DEO)
had sought a report, and a
Block Panchayati Raj Officer
was sent to Maheshtikri to con-
duct a field inquiry. The report
is expected by Thursday.

“The panchayat officer
went to the village and spoke to
the people,” Marandi told The
Indian Express, adding that the
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The Indian Express report
published on September 2

findings would be submitted to
the block-level officer, follow-
ing which the report would be
forwarded to the DEO.
»CONTINUED ON PAGE 2

e ROADS IN CENTRAL DELHI AT HEART OF BEAUTIFICATION PLAN, MURALS TO BE PAINTED IN NATIONAL MUSEUM AREA

Capital makeover for BRICS Summit

Mishal Mussaddique
New Delhi, September 2

THREE YEARS after the Capi-
tal’s streets were given a make-
over for the G20 Summit, Lu-
tyens’ Delhi is getting another
facelift — thistime ahead of the
BRICS Summit on September
12-13.

The BRICS Summitisbeing
hosted at the Bharat Manda-
pam in Central Delhi.

While roads and round-
abouts remain at the heart of
the beautification plan, the city
will see landscaping, floral dis-
plays, fountains, murals, food
festivals and performances.

Forty-one major roads have

“We have been been identified and
preparingforthisfor | PAGE1 . divided into 14
awhile. The faceof ] @anChor | circles, with a dedi-
thecityissoongoing cated nodal officer

to change after our team’s ex-
tensive efforts to give the
NDMC areas a facelift,” said
New Delhi Municipal Council
chairperson Manoj Kumar
Dwivedi.

assigned to each. “The officers
and their field teams will con-
duct daily inspections, over-
seeingcleaning, beautification
and other civic arrangements
on the stretches under their

watch,” Dwivedi said.

From these roads, the
makeover will fan out into the
roundabouts and public space.
According to officials, 15 loca-
tions have been identified for
floral boards, nine for flower
fountains, and 17 roundabouts
for special beautification and
landscaping.

The areas for parking ve-
hicles will also be spruced up,
while the roads and surround-
ing areas will be closely moni-
tored, the officials said.

“The areas around the 10
hotels where BRICS delegates
will stay are also being given
special attention,” Dwivedi

said.
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Workers paint a zebra crossing near India Gate ahead of the BRICS

Summit in New Delhi. PRAVEEN KHANNA

Also in focus are the India-
AfricaFriendship Rose Garden,
planted in 2015, and the BRICS

epaper.indianexpress.com .. .

Friendship Rose Garden, inau-
gurated in 2016 when India
hosted the summit.

INSIDE PAGE 2

DRONES TO MONITOR
TRAFFIC DURING
BRICS SUMMIT

Beyond the landscaping,
the city will also carry “visual
imprint” of the BRICS Summit,
officials said.

According to officials, the
Ministry of External Affairs
(MEA) has given NDMC inputs
on the “creatives” to be in-
stalled around the city. These
include ideas for giving the
BRICS logo a more prominent
visual treatment, additional
floral boards, and boards carry-

ing photographs of Prime Min-
ister Narendra Modi.

“The MEA has given (ideas
for) creativeslike beautifying the
BRICS logo, more floral boards,
and installation of boards with
pictures of the Prime Minister.
They have also asked us to sup-
port the events that will be held
as part of the Summit pro-
gramme,” Dwivedi said.

Bringing the BRICS Summit
into the city’s public spaces, a
food festival, mural paintings,
and performances by artists
from BRICS member countries
are among the events being
planned. “The Talkatora
Garden amphitheatre will host
artists’ performances, while

: Floral displays, food festivals, performances

murals will be painted in the
National Museum area. Artists
from all member countries will
have a platform to showcase
their talent. The food festival
will have a variety of cuisine
which can be enjoyed by the
public,” Dwivedi said.

A 12-member core team,
supported by around 200 addi-
tional staff, has been formed to
maintain venues and assist the
MEA during the events. With
the Monsoon rains still a con-
cern, Dwivedi said: “We have
ensured that additional sets of
pumps are ready to drain out
any waterlogging as quickly as
possible. Desilting is ongoingin
several drains in the area”.

. Chandigarh
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Rahul’s student outreach hits hurdle:
Congress, BJP spar over Indore venue

Anand Mohan J
Bhopal, September 2

LEADER OF Opposition Rahul
Gandhi’s proposed “Chhatron Ki
Goonj” programme in Indore
has been postponed by a week
after the Madhya Pradesh gov-
ernment denied the Congress
permission to hold the event at
the Jawaharlal Nehru Stadium,
giving the opposition a fresh
political flashpoint with the
Mohan Yadav governmenteven
as the Congress seeks to turn
education, examination irregu-
laritiesand unemploymentinto
anational electoral issue.

The programme, originally
scheduled for September 12, will
now be held on September 19 at
avenue that the Congress is yet
tofinalise. On Wednesday, State
Congress president Jitu Patwari
announced that the programme
was being postponed after a re-
view of preparations. The party
is seeking to mobilise around
50,000 students from Indore
and surrounding areas.

The immediate dispute is
over the Nehru Stadium, which
is under the Indore Municipal

Corporation. Congress leaders
had sought to hire the centrally
located stadium for the pro-
gramme, arguing that “Chha-
tronKi Goonj” was notaconven-
tional political rally but an
interaction with students on is-
sues including education, em-
ployment and their future.

Patwari had written to Chief
Minister Mohan Yadav seeking
permission for the September12
programme, saying Rahul Gan-
dhi’s event was “not a typical
political event” but a public dia-
logue concerning “the future of
the country, the dreams of
youth, the right to education,
and the security of the education
system.”

Indore city Congress presi-
dent Chintu Choukse had ar-
gued that the “Chhatron Ki
Goonj programme is not a politi-
cal event” and therefore “there
isnoquestion of Rahul Gandhi’s
live concert notbeingallowed at
Nehru Stadium”. He had said
thatifthe ruling party neverthe-
less refused permission, “a stu-
dent-and youth-opposed ruling
party” would be responsible.

Choukse had also alleged

that an administrative refusal
would reflect political pressure,
saying: “If permission is not
granted, it will be understood
that administrative officials too
are afraid of Rahul Gandhi’s
movement and campaign under
pressure from the ruling party,
duetowhich the municipal cor-
poration isobjectingevento giv-
ingthe NehruStadium onrent”.

The civic administration,
however, has maintained that
the decision is governed by exist-
ingrestrictions on the use of the
stadium. Municipal commis-
sioner Kshitij Singhal had said
that the administration would
take a decision only after exam-
ining “the guidelines previously
given by the High Court regard-
ing any kind of programme at
Nehru Stadium.”

Mayor Pushyamitra Bhar-
gavasubsequently said the Mad-
hya Pradesh High Court had
clearly stipulated that the sta-
dium could be used for sportsac-
tivities or state-level govern-
ment programmes. The
government’s position has
therefore been that the issue is
one of compliance with the

court’sdirections ratherthanop-
position to Gandhi’s political
programme.

The dispute comes as the
Congress is expanding its cam-
paign, using student interac-
tions to raise questions about
examination paperleaks, cost of
education, government recruit-
ment and unemployment.

The party has already held
programmes in Kota in Rajas-
than, Dehradunin Uttarakhand,
Prayagraj in Uttar Pradesh and
Pune in Maharashtra over the
past three months. The cam-
paign seeks to bring together
concernsaround educationand
employment, particularly those
affecting students and candi-
dates preparing for competitive
examinations.

Party leaders say Madhya
Pradesh is an important stop in
that campaign. Indoreisamajor
education centre and the Con-
gress is seeking a large student
turnout for Gandhi’sinteraction.
The event would bring the
party’s national campaign on
education, examinations and
employment directly into a BJP-
ruled state.

Noida labour protest: Allahabad High Court

DU graduate AKkriti
Chaudharyisin

custody since April

Drishti Jain
Noida, September 2

DESCRIBING THE invocation
of the stringent National Secur-
ity Act (NSA) against AKkriti
Chaudhary, a 25-year-old stu-
dent held in connection with
the Noida workers’ protest in
April thisyear, as “arbitrary and
vague”, the Allahabad High
Court Wednesday quashed her
detention.

The High Court was hear-
ing the habeas corpus plea of
Chaudhary, a 25-year-old Delhi
University graduate from Dur-
gapur in West Bengal, who was
initially picked up on April 11.
Subsequently, the government
invoked the NSA on May 13.
She has since been in custody
in Kasnajail in Gautam Bud-
dha Nagar.

Akriti Chaudhary has been
named in 11 FIRs

A bench of Justices Atul
Sreedharan and Achal Sachdev
dictated the order in court. A
fine print of the order is awaited.

Additional Government Ad-
vocate Nitesh Kumar Srivastava,
appearing for the state, con-
firmed that the detention was
quashed but did not comment
onthe compensation granted to
her or the Court’s observations.

Senior Advocate Colin Gon-
salves, who appeared for
Chaudhary, said the High
Court imposed a fine of Rs 5
lakh on the state for the deten-
tion that was deemed unlawful.

Manik Gupta, another law-
yer, also appearing for Chaud-
hary, said the High Court indi-
cated that the penalty would be
recovered from the officials in-
volved in sanctioning the de-
tention, from the District
Magistrate to the SHO.

“The prosecution said there
was a conspiracy, they planned
at Karawal Nagar about the en-
tire incident. We argued that it
was just an inauguration of a
children’s library for poor
workers,” Gupta told The In-
dian Express.

Accordingto police, Chaud-
hary was among the “propon-
ents of a specific ideology that
believes in achieving their ob-
jectives through violent
means.” Shejoined a“libraryin
Karawal Nagar, Delhi” runbya
co-accused and “formulated a
strategy for the proposed viol-
ent movement”, the UP govern-
ment claimed while imposing
the NSA. It also cited the al-
leged recovery of abook, “Great
Martyrs of the Indian Revol-

ution”, describing it as “a con-
troversial work of literature”.

Chaudhary has Dbeen
named in 11 FIRs, with charges
including attempt to murdetr,
intent to cause death or griev-
ous harm during the incident,
endangering life or personal
safety, and criminal conspiracy.

Advocate Rajnish Yadav,
counsel for Chaudhary in
Noida court, said that while
she has secured bail in five
cases, the bail pleas over six
other FIRs in which she has
been named are yet to be
heard in the HC.

Speaking to The Indian Ex-
press, the petitioner’s father
Arun Chaudhary said that he
knew his daughter could not
have done anything wrong.
“She fought for the poor people,
and she will still continue to
fight for them. I will fully sup-
port her,” he said, adding that
he always trusted the judiciary.
“Iknew she would win one day,
and she did today.”

WITHENS

Remark against woman: Rewa hospital chief sacked

Anand Mohan J
Bhopal, September 2

THE MADHYA Pradesh govern-
ment has removed Dr Rahul
Mishrafrom the post of superin-
tendent of Sanjay Gandhi Mem-
orial Hospital in Rewa, days after
avideo purportedly showed him
makingan insensitive remarkto
the family of a pregnant woman
who died along with her new-
born. An order issued by the

state Public Health and Medical
Education Department on Sep-
tember 1 transferred the charge
of superintendent of the hospital
—which is attached to Shyam
Shah Medical College, Rewa—to
Dr Priyank Sharma, professorin
the general surgery department,
“until further orders™. The order
did not cite any reason.

The move comesdaysaftera
video of Dr Mishra interacting
with the family of Kalpana

Mishra, 25, went viral and drew
criticism from the Opposition.
The controversy erupted after Dr
Mishra was purportedly heard
telling a family member: “You
got your 22-year-old sister preg-
nant,” while the family ques-
tioned the hospital over Kal-
pana’s treatment and death.

Dr Mishra denied allega-
tions of negligence and subse-
quently apologised for his re-
marks.“My deepest sympathies

Drones to track traffic, spot jams
during BRICS Summit in Delhi

Sakshi Chand
New Delhi, September 2

DELHI TRAFFIC Police is tak-
ing to the skies to keep a closer
watch on the Capital’s roads.

For the first time, drones are
being used to track traffic
movement and spot conges-
tion, with the exercise begin-
ning as part of preparations for
the BRICS Summit scheduled
to be held in the city on Sep-
tember 12 and 13.

Officials said the drones will
also be used during proces-
sions, protests and the festive
season to monitor arterial roads
and other congestion-prone
stretches as part of alarger tech-
nology-driven traffic manage-
ment strategy in the Capital.

The move comes against the
backdrop of traffic disruptions
during the India AI Impact
Summit in February, when re-
strictions and the movement of
VIP convoys led to congestion
on several roads. Commuters
had taken to social media to
complain aboutlongdelaysand
traffic snarls, highlighting the
challenge of managing vehicu-
lar movement during major in-
ternational events.

The Delhi Traffic Police now
wants to use real-time inputs to
spot congestion before it
spreads and respond faster on
the ground.

On September 1and 2, Delhi
Police conducted mock traffic
rehearsals for the BRICS Sum-
mit on key routes. Drones were

Animage of the city’s traffic
captured by drone ahead of the
SUMMit. SPECIAL ARRANGEMENT.

used to monitor vehicular
movement and identify points

and spread of queues, identify
choke points and support better
on-ground regulation and dis-
persal strategies,” Arya said.

The aerial monitoring will
also cover major transit hubs,
including ISBTs, New Delhi
railway station and other rail-
way stations, where heavy ve-
hicular and passenger move-
ment is common.

Officials said the real-time
inputs gathered through drone
surveillance could be used to
fine-tune signal timings, de-
ploy traffic personnel where

where traffic was they are needed

building up. and plan diver-
Additional EXPRES.S sions to ease con-

Commissioner of eXCluSlve gestion.

Police (Traffic, Going forward,

Zone-I) Vijanta

Goyal Arya said the aerial view
would help traffic teams assess
the situation and intervene in
time.

“Dronesurveillance isbeing
undertaken over major inter-
sections, arterial roads and con-
gestion-prone corridors to as-
sess real-time traffic
conditions, identify emerging
bottlenecks and enable timely
intervention,” Arya said.

The aerial assessment helps
traffic teams monitor conges-
tion build-up and take prompt
measures for smoother flow of
vehicles, Arya added.

The drones will be particu-
larly useful at inter-state border
points, where queues can
quickly build up. “Drone-based
inputs help assess the length

officials said, the
plan is to gradually extend
drone surveillance to major ar-
terial roads, important intersec-
tions and other busy stretches
across Delhi. Drones will alsobe
used duringfestive seasonsand
large gatherings, including pro-
cessions and protests.
Technology-driven traffic
management has increasingly
emerged as one of the priorities
for the Delhi Police, particularly
asthe Capital hosts high-profile
international events and wit-
nesses growing traffic pressure
on its road network. Officials
said drones will supplement
CCTV cameras and personnel
deployed on the roads, giving
traffic control rooms a wider
view of how ajamis developing
and where it is spreading.

are with the bereaved family.
My statement absolutely did
not mean whatitisbeing inter-
preted to mean,” he said.

However, Madhya Pradesh
Congress president Jitu Pat-
wari seized on the video, accus-
ing the government of protect-
ing the superintendent
and alleging that Dr Mishra was
linked to Deputy CM and
Health Minister Rajendra
Shukla.
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Ram temple CEO

the case. Retired Indian Forest
Service officer Krishna Mohan
wasalso appointed interim gen-
eral secretary.

Mishra, whoretired fromthe
IAF in April this year, brings to
the table nearly four decades of
experience in the Air Force.

He was selected as the CEO
from a shortlist of three candi-
dates, picked from 5,585 appli-
cations. Suresh Haware,
member of the selection com-
mittee, told The Indian Express,
“Jeetendra Mishra played a sig-
nificant role during Operation

Sindoor. He will bring in disci-
pline and management, which
isrequired at thistime. Mostim-
portantly, he will restore the
trust of Rambhakts. He has
managed big operations and is
best suited for the role.”

A retired nuclear scientist,
Haware headed the Shri Sai-
baba Sansthan Trust in Shirdi.
The other two members of the
three-member selection panel
were retired Supreme Court
judge Justice Pramod Kohli and
retired Lt General Vishnu Kant
Chaturvedi.

ﬁrkhand SIR

Marandi, whois also the Electo-
ral Registration Officer of the
block, said the inquiry was spe-
cifically related to Booth No. 9 of
Maheshtikri village for now.
Allegations concerning two-
three other locations had been
discussed locally, the BDO said.

“What we have received
from Booth Level Agents (BLAS)
is regarding Booth No. 9. The
voters’ complaints are also re-
garding Booth No. 9. People have
spoken about two-three other
places, but we have not received
anything in writing regarding
those, which is why the inquiry
is specifically for this booth,”
Marandi said.

He also clarified that this in-
quiry wasseparate fromthe pre-

liminary verification ordered by
him after the issue first came to
his notice. As part of that, offi-
cials had spoken to the BLO of
Booth No. 9 regarding 25 Form7
applications brought to her.
“The BLO told us that 24 out of
the 25 people were here (in the
village). The 25th person was
also from (the village) but was
out for two-three monthsdueto
work. These are people whom
the BLO sees regularly and who
are permanent residentsthere,”
Marandi said.

Thelndian Express reported
Wednesday that across at least
fourbooths, BLOshad refused to
accept Form7 applications, flag-
ging them as not genuine or not
procedurally sound. The appli-

Note on caste census

accepted arevised draft fromthe
Ministry.

Sources said the Ministry’s
offer was made at the meeting
chaired by Registrar General of
India Mrityunjay Kumar Na-
rayan, and attended by Addi-
tional RGI Sunil Kumar, Minis-
try Joint Secretary Shailendra
Kumar, and other officials.

On June 8, sources said, the
Registrar General’s office circu-
lated a four-paragraph note on
the meeting. This note, sources
said, stated that MoSJE officials
“informed that there is no Con-
stitutional mandateto (the) Min-
istry to maintain a caste list and
hence, the same is not available
with them.”

According to the note, the
Ministry said it maintains the
notified list of Scheduled Castes
(SCs), comprising 1,258 entries,
and the Central List of Other
Backward Classes, comprising
2,483 entries, and these, if
needed, could be provided tothe
Registrar General’s office.

The note, sources said,
stated: “In view of the absence of
any list of castes, enumeration of
castesin Census 2027 may notbe
possible using any pre-defined
listin the question in the Census
20277

Speaking to The Indian Ex-
press, Ministry officials said they
viewed the choice of words as a
“trap”. “We felt the onus (of not

CBI chargesheet

were not connected with gov-
ernment departments. The
amounts so transferred were
layered through multiple bank
accounts and converted into
cash, and the accused wrong-
fully enriched themselves,” the
CBI said.

The CBItook over theinves-
tigation from the state Vigi-
lance and Anti-Corruption
Bureau at the government’s re-
quest. This is the third charge-
sheet filed in this case. The CBI
had already chargesheeted 18
other accused people in the
case, including officials of IDFC
First Bank and AU Small Fi-
nance Bank, public servants,
privateindividuals and private
companies.

The total number of people
chargesheeted in the case is
now 37. Twenty-six of the ac-
cused have been arrested.

The CBI has conducted 54
searches and seized incriminat-
ing evidence, including gold
worth approximately Rs 20
crore in the case.

The CBI has also taken over
two other related cases—one
pertaining to Chandigarh
Smart City Limited and the
Chandigarh Municipal Corpor-
ation and the other relating to
the Chandigarh Renewable
Energy and Science & Technol-
ogy Promotion Society
(CREST). Chargesheets have al-
ready been filed in both these
cases.

“The CBI remains com-
mitted to bringing all those re-
sponsible to justice and to en-

| suringthatthe complete trail of
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the misappropriated public
fundsisidentified and the pro-
ceeds of crime are effectively
traced,” the agency said.

Apart fromthe arrested IAS
officers, the other IAS officers
named in the chargesheet are
Vineet Garg, a 1991-batch IAS
officer regarded as one of Ha-
ryana’s most senior bureau-
crats; Saket Kumar, a 2005-
batch IAS officer; and
Mohammad Shayin, a 2002-
batch officer.

Amid the CBI investigation
into the IDFC First Bank fraud
case, Vineet Garg was shifted
on April 8 from his influential
position as chairman of the Ha-
ryana State Pollution Control
Board to the relatively low-pro-
file post of additional chief sec-
retary in the printing and sta-
tionery department.

Garg has held several key
posts, including in the depart-
ments of excise and taxation,
school education and higher
education, in recent years. He
haslongbeen regarded asa po-
tential contender for the post of
chief secretary.

Shayin, who previously
served as the deputy commis-
sioner of Chandigarh, is posted
as commissioner of the hous-
ing-for-all department.

Saket Kumar too has held
several key positions, including
that of additional principal sec-
retary to the chief minister
from November 28, 2024, to
April 10, 2026. He has been
serving as commissioner and
secretary in the archives de-
partment since April 10.

going forward with a pre-de-
fined list) was being shifted on
us,” an official said.

OnJunell, the Ministry sent
an amended version of the note
to the Registrar General’s office.
This note, sources said, stated
that Ministry officials "informed
that as mandated by the Consti-
tution, in relation to castes, it
maintains the List of Scheduled
Caste and Other Backward
Classes". "No separate list of
'Castes', other than the Sched-
uled Caste List and Central List
of Other Backward Classes, is
required tobe maintained by the
Department. The list of Sched-
uled Castes comprising 1,258 En-
tries has already been shared
with ORGIvide letter dated Sep-
tember 25,2025 and the Central
List of Other Backward Classes,
comprising of nearly 2,483 En-
tries, if required, will be provided
to the ORGI,” it read, according
to the sources.

“Inview of the absence of any
mandate to maintain a list of
‘Castes’ other than the Sched-
uled Castes List and Central List
of Other Backward Classes, offi-
cials from DoSJ&E (Department
of Social Justice and Empower-
ment) were unable to assist
further,” the note stated, accord-
ingto the sources.

On June 30, it is learnt, the
Registrar General’s office ac-
cepted the revised notes.

The Trust’s decision to ap-
pointa CEO marksitsbiggest ad-
ministrative restructuringsince
itwas created in2020. Unlike the
existing arrangement, where
trusteesdirectly supervised sev-
eral operational functions, the
CEOwill oversee day-to-day ad-
ministration, leaving the Trust
to focus on policy decisions.

Mishra is from Bhopatpura
in Deoria district of Uttar Pra-
desh. He was commissioned
into the IAF as a fighter pilot on
December 6,1986. Heisa Fighter
Combat Leader and an expetri-
mental Test Pilot, and has more
than 3,000 hours of flying ex-
perience.

Analumnus of the National

cants were BJP BLAs, and most
of the voters against whom
forms were filed belong to the
minority community.

In Booth No. 9, 25 such
forms were filed against voters
by BJP BLA Sanjeev Kumar
Roshan. The Indian Express
spoke to eight of these voters,
who expressed fears of being
disenfranchised or cut off from
the roster of government
schemes.

In a neighbouring booth, a
BJPBLA turned upwith 75such
forms, and when questioned by
the BLO, he, by his own admis-
sion, promptly burned them on
the spot.

BLOs are employees of the
state government, which is cur-
rently headed by a JMM-Con-
gressalliance.

Marandi said the administra-
tion would wait for the formal in-

RGI Mrityunjay Kumar Na-
rayan and Ministry Secretary
Sudhansh Pant did not respond
to requests for comment from
TheIndian Express.

According to a government
notification issued last month,
the population enumeration,
along with caste census, will be
conducted acrossthe countryin
February next year. In hilly and
snow-bound areas, the exercise
began on September 1 to avoid
difficulties during winter.

The government maintains
that an open-ended response is
the only way to conduct the ex-
ercise without the stateitselfbe-
comingan arbiter of casteident-
ities. But this choice leaves it
with a problem that had compli-
cated the 2011 exercise: how to
convert millions of individual re-
sponses into reliable, standard-
ised caste data without appear-
ing to determine or alter what
respondents have reported.

According to Ministry
sources, the 2027 count is set to
“repeat the failure” of the pre-
vious exercise, which costabout
Rs 4,900 crore. With respon-
dentsreporting46.7lakh distinct
caste names, the 2011 Socio-
Economic Caste Census (SECC)
witnessed a massive spike from
the 4,147 recorded in 1931.

The Census uses drop-
down lists for notified SCs and
STs. The 2011 SECC data was
published by the ministries of
Rural Development and Urban
Development in 2016, but the
dataset on caste was excluded.

Raghav Chadha

ontherollsbyfilingaforminthe
one-month window for claims
and objections, from August 13
to September 12.

When asked about his dele-
tion from the Punjab draft roll
and what corrective action he
had taken, Chadha said: “The
AAP government in Punjab has
now takenits politics of revenge
to the draft electoral rolls.
Thankfully, these are only the
draft electoral rolls and not the
final electoral rolls. They are
temporary in nature and subject
tothe claims and objections pro-
cess. I am already in the process
of availing the remedies pro-
vided under the SIR guidelines.
I will ensure that this wrongful
classification is corrected in the
final electoral rolls to be pub-
lished in October 2026.”

Chadha pointed out that
the detailed SIR guidelines is-
sued by the EC in June last
year had said that public rep-
resentatives should be in-
cluded in the draft rolls.

“All names of members of ju-
diciary, public representatives,
holders of declared offices and
personalities from fields of arts,
culture, journalism, sports, and
public services etc. earlier
flagged in the electoral database,
are to be included in the draft
Electoral Rolls, so that necessary
documents can also be collected
duringthe period of Claims and
Objections,” says Paragraph 4(d)
ofthe detailed guidelinesissued
onJune 24,2025.

“I am a sitting Member of
Parliament from Punjab. Ifat all
my name was flagged, Para-

graph 4(d) required my inclu-
sion in the draft electoral rolls.
The instruction was not over-
looked. Itwas wilfully violated in
my case. AAP may run the Pun-
jab government, but Punjab’s
draftelectoral rolls are not its pri-
vate property,” Chadha said.

Sayingthathewasmarked as
"shifted" despite being an MP
from Punjab, he added: “This
does not seem like a mere cleri-
calmistake. Thisisa clear case of
political vendetta,” he said.

Denying Chadha’s allega-
tions, a senior Punjab govern-
mentofficial told The Indian Ex-
press: “These allegations are
completely false. The Punjab
government has no role to play
intheexercise. The CEOisanof-
ficial appointed by the Election
Commission of India”.

“SIR is conducted by the EC,
not the state government, sothe
Punjab government has no role
in deciding whose name is in-
cluded or deleted from the elec-
toral roll. It is a matter of public
record that Raghav Chadha has
been living in Delhi, and not in
Punjab. Ifhe nolonger residesin
Punjab, maintaining or shifting
his voter registration was his
own responsibility. He cannot
now blame the AAP or the Pun-
jab government for the deletion
ofavoterentry,” aspokesperson
for AAP said.

AccordingtoSection 3 ofthe
Representation of the People
Act, 1951, to be eligible to be a
member of the Rajya Sabha, a
candidate must be registered as
an elector in any parliamentary
constituency in the country.

FULL REPORTS ON WWW.INDIANEXPRESS.COM

Defence Academy in Pune, he
studied at the Air Force Test Pi-
lots School, Bengaluru; Air
Command and Staff College,
US; and Royal College of De-
fence Studies, UK.

While in service, he held im-
portant command and staff ap-
pointments. These included
Commanding Officer of a
Fighter Squadron, Chief Test
Pilot at Aircraft & Systems Test-
ing Establishment (ASTE), Air
Officer Commanding of two
frontline air bases and Deputy
Chief of Integrated Defence Staff
(Doctrine, Organisation and
Training). He also served as the
Deputy Chief of Integrated De-
fence Staff (Operations).

quiry report before making any
further assessment of the Booth
No. 9 complaints.

While Marandi earlier said
that after complaints were re-
ceived from four booths, BLOs
were told not to act on forms “be-
cause we did not know the
source ofthe forms”, hetold The
Indian Express Wednesday that
the administration has clarified
tothe BLOs now that ifthey had
any doubts or confusion regard-
ing a Form 7 objection, the
matter should bediscussed with
the election official concerned
rather than simply refusing to
receive the application.

Marandi said he had spoken
on the matter with Jharkhand
Chief Electoral Officer K Ravi
Kumar, and was told that Form
7 applications should be ac-
cepted and processed according
to the prescribed procedure.

The raw data on caste was
handed over to the Ministry of
Social Justice and Empower-
ment, which formed a group of
expertsunder then NITI Aayog
Vice Chairperson Arvind Pan-
agariya for classification and
categorisation. The data is yet
to be made public.

The caste enumeration in
Census 2027 was approved by
the Cabinet Committee on
Political Affairs (CCPA) on April
30,2025. Thedecision conceded
along-pendingdemand and re-
versed the government’s posi-
tion on the issue.

In May 2010, the then UPA
government had promised caste
enumeration alongwith Census
2011. It later set up a Group of
Ministers (GoM) to examine the
question. Acting on the GoM’s
recommendations, the Union
Cabinet decided in September
2010 to conduct a separate
SECC.

However, in affidavitsfiled in
the Supreme Court on Septem-
ber 21 and December 14, 2021,
the government said the data
collected during SECC 2011 was
unusable becauseitwasinaccur-
ate and marked by technical
flaws. On December 15,2021, the
Supreme Court noted the prac-
tical deficiencies cited in the af-
fidavit. “The fact remains that
the affidavit filed before this
Court emphatically states that
the data as collated is not accu-
rate and isunusable for any pur-
pose whatsoever,” the court ob-
served.

In his affidavit for the 2022
Rajya Sabha elections, Chadha
had declared that he was regis-
tered to vote in Booth Number
52in Rajinder Nagar, Delhi.

However, after he entered
RajyaSabhaasan MP from Pun-
jab, Chadha shifted his electoral
registration to that state — he
voted in abooth in Punjab’s SAS
Nagar, or Mohali, in the 2024 Lok
SabhaelectionsonJune1,2024.

A search on the EC’s Voter
Services Portal on Wednesday
with Voter ID details of Chadha
showed “no result found” for
both Delhi and Punjab. Delhi’s
draft SIR roll was published on
August 31 with 33% of the pre-
SIR voter names deleted.

Before joining the BJP in
April this year, along with six
other AAP MPs, Chadha, who
was one of former Delhi Chief
Minister Arvind Kejriwal’s close
aides, was at the forefront of
AAP’s allegations of voter list
manipulation.

On the heels of the Delhi As-
sembly polls in 2025, Chadha,
sittingwith then Delhi CM Atishi
and Rajya Sabha colleague San-
jay Singh, had raised concern
overwhat AAPhad called “anor-
ganised and large-scale voter
fraud conspiracy” in Kejriwal’s
constituency of New Delhi, ter-
ming it “a deliberate attempt to
manipulate electoral outcomes.”

Callingit “shocking”, Chadha
had alleged that over three days
in early January 2025, hearings
wereheld atthe EC’sofficeinthe
New Delhi constituency, where
all objectors, totalling 11, were
summoned and every one of
them “denied submitting any
applicationtodelete votes”,and
said that their names “were mis-
used.”
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Return govt
textbooks for
reuse, suggests
Chandigarh
education panel

Express News Service
Chandigarh, September 2

TO REDUCE government ex-
penditure and make better use
of existing infrastructure, the
Standing Committee of the Ad-
ministrator’s Advisory Council
on Education hassuggested that
students return government-
provided textbooks in good con-
dition attheend of theacademic
session so they can be reused by
the next batch.

The committee also recom-
mended that, wherever feasible
and subject to safety norms,
school playgrounds be opened
toneighbourhood children dur-
ing suitable hours to promote
sports, fitness and physical ac-
tivity. The suggestions were
made at a meeting of the com-
mittee, chaired by Jatinder Pal
Malhotra, to discuss issues con-
cerning the Education Depart-
ment. The committee noted that
the government provides text-
books free of cost and that the
syllabus does not change every
year. Reusing books could there-
fore help reduce the financial
burden on the government ex-
chequer.

On playgrounds, the com-
mittee said allowing neighbour-
hood children access would en-
courage participation in sports
and ensure optimal utilisation of
existing infrastructure.

The committee also stressed
the need to regularly fill promo-
tion-quota teaching poststo pre-
vent stagnation, Dbesides
promptly finalising seniority
listsand providing proper career
and mission guidance to stu-
dents. For faster execution of
worKks, it proposed a coordina-
tion committee comprisingsen-
ior Education Department offi-
cials and representatives of the
Civil, Public Health and Electri-
cal wings of the Engineering De-
partment. It also called for regu-
lar inspection and audits of
works to ensure quality, timely
completion and accountability:.

The committee will meet
again after 20 daystoreview the
action taken on the issues dis-
cussed.

134 VACANT PLOTS

UT’s scarce residential land comes at a premium

Hina Rohtaki
Chandigarh, September 2

IN A city whereresidentialland
is at a premium, only 134 resi-
dential plots remain vacant, ac-
cording to the latest data com-
piled by the Chandigarh
Administration.

Deputy Commissioner Ni-
shant Yadav said the vacant
plots vary widely in size, from
one marla (25 square yards) to
one acre. “The city has around
24,035 residential plotsinalland
134 are vacant,” Yadav said, ad-
ding that the Administration
would auction thesitesin phases
over the coming years.

Yadav said the phased ap-
proach was aimed at staggering
government receipts instead of
generating the entire revenue
from the properties at one go.

“Auctions are being done in
a phased manner. We don’t

want torealise all the revenue at
once,” he said.

Sectors 40, 38 account

Jor morethan half

The distribution of the 134
vacantsitesisuneven. Sector40
hasthe highest number, with 38
vacant residential plots, fol-
lowed by Sector 38 with 30.

Together, the two sectors ac-
count for 68 sites, more than half
of the total vacant plots ident-
ified in the city.

Sector 37 has12 vacantsites,
followed by Sector 44 with
nine. Sector 19 hasseven, while
Sectors 15, 23, 33 and 46 have
five each. Sectors 20 and 21
have four sites apiece.

At the lower end, Sectors 8,
27,28 and 35 have two vacant
siteseach, while Sectors 30 and
32 have one each. The remain-
ing sites are spread across 13
other sectors.

e Sector-wise vacant
residential sites

| Sector | Va.cant
: sites

| Sector 30, 32 Teach

| Sector 8, 27,28, 35 2each |
Sector 20, 21 4 each
'Sector15,23,33,46 | 5each |
Sector 19 17
Sector 44 -9
Sector 37 12

| Sector 38 _ 30
Sector 40 38

| Total | 134

With 134 vacant sitesamong
around 24,035 residential plots,
the inventory represents well
below one per cent of the city’s
residential land.

The city has

around 24,035
residential plotsin
all,and 134 are
vacant plots, varying
widely insize from
one marla (25 square
yards) to one acre.
The administration
will auction the sites
in phases over the
coming years”

NISHANT YADAV,
DEPUTY COMMISSIONER

Chandigarh’s property prices
have long reflected the city’s
acuteshortage ofland, with resi-
dential plots in its original sec-
tors commanding a premium.

Execution of rooftop solar programme
amess, says Tewari, cautions Delhi govt

MP flags solar usage charges, lack of
power credit for consumers; says ideais
good if implemented properly

Hina Rohtaki
Chandigarh, September 2

CALLING THE implementa-
tion of the rooftop solar pro-
gramme in Chandigarh a
“mess”, local MP Manish Te-
wari has cautioned the Delhi
government against repeating
what he described as the city’s
“mistakes”. He maintained that
the concept was sound but its
implementation needed to be
done properly.

In a social media post, Te-
wari questioned the mannerin
which the rooftop solar pro-
gramme was implemented in
Chandigarh and said the city’s
experience should serve as a
lesson before asimilar modelis
adopted in Delhi.

“Please do visit Chandigarh

Single -window system: '
DC asks depts to cut
paperwork, timelines

Express News Service
Chandigarh, September 2

THE CHANDIGARH Adminis-
tration is working on a single-
window system to make citizen-
centric services hassle-free.

If implemented as envis-
aged, the system could mean
that Chandigarh residents will
have to submit fewer docu-
ments, navigate fewer procedu-
ral steps and spend less time
dealing with different depart-
mentstoaccess government ser-
vices, which otherwise would
take months.

Reviewing the progress of
the proposed system on Wed-
nesday, Deputy Commissioner
Nishant Kumar Yadav directed
departmentsto rework their ser-
vice processes to make them
faster, transparent and more
citizen-friendly.

The administration has
asked departments to map and
re-engineer every service pro-
posed under the single-window
system by identifying and re-
moving unnecessary steps and
repetitive procedures. The objec-
tiveistoreduce the need for resi-
dents to approach multiple de-
partments for a single service.

A major focus of the exercise
will be on reducing paperwork.
Departments have been directed
to review the documents cur-

rently required for various ser-
vices and remove unnecessary
or repetitive ones, particularly
where the information can al-
ready be verified through exist-
ing government databases or
digital records.

The administration will also
look atreducingthe RighttoSer-
vice (RTS) timelines for various
services. Departments have
been asked to review their exist-
ing timelines and shorten them
wherever feasible to ensure ser-
vices are delivered promptly and
within clearly defined deadlines.

The move comes as the ad-
ministration seeks to shift from
simply putting government ser-
vices online to redesigning the
processes behind them. Under
the proposed system, the em-
phasiswill be on simplifying the
entire service delivery process
rather than merely providingan
online application facility.

Yadav also directed officials
to study successful single-win-
dow and digital service delivery
models implemented by other
statesand Union Territoriesand
identify practices that could be
adapted for Chandigarh.

The review meeting was at-
tended by IT Secretary D Karthi-
keyan, IT Director Avikesh
Gupta, and representatives of
the National Informatics Centre
(NIC).

and see the ‘mess’ that the roof-
top solar implementation has
created so that the same mis-
takes are not made in Delhi
too,” Tewari said.

“I know where this idea is
coming from. It perhaps is the
same ‘gentleman’ who tried to
implement it through coercion
in Chandigarh,” he said, in an
apparent reference to the
manner in which the rooftop
solar initiative was pushed in
the city.

Tewari also highlighted
problems allegedly being faced
by consumers, particularly gov-
ernment employees, who, he
said, were being charged a solar
usage fee on their electricity bills
even when their rooftop solar
systems were not functioning.

He also raised the issue of
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CORRIGENDUM
E-AUCTION SALE NOTICE
Refer 1o E-Auction Sale Notice published on
15.08:2026 in Indian Express & Dash
Sewsk: Pungabi, E-Auction scheduled on
24.09.2026 in the account of M/s ARDRA
KNIT FAB PVT. LTD., the Property No. 1is
owned by Mr. Ravinderpal Singh, Mrs.
Simrat Arora, Smi. Meena Arora and

Chandigarh MP Manish Tewari

consumers not receiving credit
for electricity generated by
their rooftop systems and sup-
plied to the grid.

The issue of the solar usage
charge is pending before the
Joint Electricity Regulatory
Commission (JERC), which is
yettodecide whether the charge
should be levied when a con-
sumer’s rooftop solar system is
not functioning, Tewari said.

While criticising the imple-
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mentation, Tewari madeit clear
that he was not opposed to roof-
top solar. “Rooftop solar is a
good idea provideditis propetrly
implemented,” he said.

His remarks come amid the
Chandigarh Administration’s
push for rooftop solar as a
means to reduce dependence
on conventional electricity and
promote cleaner energy. How-
ever, the implementation has
faced questions over billing,
functioning of installed sys-
tems and credit for electricity
supplied to the grid.

In 2024, more than 4,000
residential allottees were
issued notices by the Chandi-
garh Administration for not
installing mandatory rooftop
solar plants.

The administration had
alsoissued resumption notices
toowners of houses measuring
500 square yards and above for
failing to install the systems.
Following objections from resi-
dents, however, the drive was
subsequently slowed down.

According to the latest Col-
lector Rates, applicable from
April1,2026, residential land in
Sectors1-12 isvalued at Rs 2.37
lakh per square yard. The rate
isRs1.811akh persquareyardin
Sectors 14-37 and Rs 1.33 lakh
per square yard from Sector 38
onwards.

Market prices, however, are
substantially higher and vary
depending on the sector, loca-
tion, frontage and condition of
the property. A two-kanal resi-
dential plot measuring 1,000
square yards in the prime Sec-
tors 1-12 has a Collector Rate
value of nearly Rs 23.7 crore,
while its market value can be
considerably higher.

The premium commanded
by residential property was evi-
dentinarecentauction, where
a one-kanal house in Sector 21
fetched Rs 18.8 crore in June
this year.

Kamaljit Singh Panchhi,
President of the Property Con-
sultant Federation, Chandigarh,
said the scarcity of residential
land had pushed up property
prices and meant that most plots
were either already developed or
beingheld by owners. “Residen-
tial property prices in Chandi-
garh are already touching the
sky, and there is very limited
land available. Most plots have
eitherbeen constructed upon or
are being held by owners be-
cause land in Chandigarh is a
scarce and appreciating asset,”
hesaid. Panchhisaid some plots
could remain vacant for years
due to family disputes, legal is-
sues or owners choosing not to
sell or develop them.

He added that beliefs and
superstition could also play a
role in a few cases, with some
families having concerns about
a plot’s direction, shape, loca-

tion or Vaastu.

“Among a small number of
propetties, there can alsobe abe-
lief-related factor. Some people
avoid buyingor constructingon
a particular plot because of
Vaastu considerations, itsdirec-
tion, shape or past experiences
associated with the property. But
these areindividual preferences
and cannotbetreated asamajor
reason for the overall number of
vacant plots,” he said.

Accordingto Panchhi, theli-
mited inventory makes the sites
significant for prospective
buyers. “In a city like Chandi-
garh, where creating new resi-
dential plots is virtually not
possible, every vacant residen-
tial site has value. If such plots
come up for auction, there is
likely to be considerable inter-
est, especially because buyers
are looking for land within the
original planned city,” he said.

Date: 01.09.2026
Date: 01.09.2026
Date: 01.09.2026
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Notice of 28" Annual General Meeting
A ) of the Mernbers of Petnonet LNG Limited

(“the Company ™) will be convened on Moeaday, September 28, 2026 st 3:00 PAL (IST) through Video Conference
(YUY Oaher Andio Visual Means (S0A VM) facility 1o transact ordinary and special busmesses, a5 sct oul in the

Motice s hereby given that the 258 Annual General Mocting (™28

peoiice of I8* AGM, in complianee with the crculars ssued by Minsiry of Corporate Aflairs (*MCA ) and the
Securihes and | '\,l,ll,llll:.; Board of India (SEHRD

In s of abovve MIUA and SEB comulars, the Nobice of 28° Al soitimg ol e |I-I.‘|J1!|_|."I. i 'l-p\'l,:l.ll EETER ) S T
i be iansactcd a1 the AUM wasther with the Annual Repon of the Company for the Financial Year 2025-26 has
heen el I'r:. cmatl o those .'ﬂ'.,":l'.l‘-l:h whose ol addresses ore rL'_l,_"lh[.:Il:l.E with the ‘.'.l!"'l_‘,"hl.'.':'. conceTmeyd
Depository Participants’ Registrar and Share Transfer Agent of the Company (“RTA ™) and the email process has
been completed o 02 Seplember 2006

The Niotice and the Annual Repornt are also available on the Company's website ol www . petronciingin and on the
BiE Lymied and Mabonal Stock bExchanee of Inde Luniied ol
www.bscindia.com und www.nsclndia.com. raspectively, and on the wehsite of c-voling agency
Securities Depository Lomited (NSDL) &t www.evoting.nsdl.com

Record Date and Pavment of Final Dividend 2025-26

website of the Swck Exchanges, ic

ie. Matonal

Friday, 12* June 2026 was Nixed as the *Record Date” for determming the entitlement ol sharcholders w final
dividend (Rs. 3.00 per equity Share of Rs. 10 each) for FY 2025-26 (“Dividend”) a8 recommended by the Baand of
[irectors of the Company, subject 1o approval of the Members of the Company at the 28* AGM

The final dividend, if spproved. by the Members in the ensuing AGM, will be paid to the cligible sharcholders
within the stipulmed penod of 30 days of declarstion

Members may note that the Income Tax Act, 2025, as smended by the Finance Act, 2026, mandmies that dividend
paid or distributed by a Company is taxabie in the hands 07 Members. The Company shall, therefore, be reguired 10
deduct tax at source (“TDS ) at the time of making the payment of dividend. In onder o enable
Company to delerming the applicable TDS rale, Members were roguested to submut the relevant documents on or
before 10 July 2026. The detailed communication regarding TDS on dividend is provided on the
link Petronet LG Limuted: TDS Relsied Information -

Instructions for remole e-voling and e-voling during 8™ AGM

Petronetlng

In terms of siatuwiory provisions, the Company 15 plensad 1o provide Members (acility through N5DL to exercise
their right o vote on resolutions proposed 10 be considered mt 28* AGM of the Company through remote e-voting
and electronic voling af the 28* AGM

Members are reguested o note the nllowing

{i} The business of the mecting shall be transacted|Yes
throweh remole e-voling sysiem and Company is
providing facility fer veting by clecironic means

{ii) Cut-off dale to ascerisin the t_llﬂ_'lh-llll-\ of | Mondav, -."‘u.:[!n::'r-ll";.:r_J 1,026
Miembers io vole ihrough remote c-voling or by
voling at AGM

(i) ke amd time of commencemont of remale o) | hursday, Seplember 24, 2006 (9408 am. 157)

et T T e s mrecs s ——————————— e ———————————————————————————————————

{ivy Daie and time of ond of romoete e-voting suncay, Seplemiber L7 26 (500 p.i IsT)

(v} Voting through clectronic means shall not be|Sunday, September
allivwed bevind

2T, 2026 (500 punv IST)

Mohinder Singh. Any corrigendum, addendum, etc, will be uploaded on the (vi) Website address of the Company and NSDL [www petroneting.in
Ckher ferms & conditions remain the same University's website only. The last date for applying online is where the Notice of 18 Annwal Geaeral|www.evoling nsdlcom
as earmer. Authorised Officer 30.09.2026. REGISTRAR Mocting is displaved “otice Board at the Registered (Oifice of the € ompany
i ivii) Contact details of the person responsible to|Sho Ragesh Mishra,
- pddress ihe grievances connccied with the|Bigshare Services Private Limited (RTA)
'. UHTE aIn-ﬁE QE[ BRANCH: reminle ¢y oling Mmnacle Husmoss Purk
PUMNJAB GRAMIN BANK MEHMUDPURA, Ullice do, 36-2, 6 Floos

SYMBOLIC POSSESSION NOTICE (For Immovable/Movable Property)

Careers

Advartisament Nao, 802026
Govermnmment of India

Public Enterprises Selection Board
Invites online applications for the post of

Director (Project & Services)

Container Corporation of India Limited

Last date of submission of online application
by the applicant is by 15:00 hours on

21" September, 2026

Last date of forwarding of applications by the
Nodal officers on online system of PESB is by
1700 hours

30" September, 2026
For details login o website https hwww.pesb.gov.in

Link for registration of nodal officers’ competent
authorites is available on PESB wabsile.

Wheroas, The undersigned bong tha authonsad officer of the Punjab Gramin Bank wnder the Secunitizabon and
Reconstruction of Fnancsal Assels and Enforcement of Secunty Interest Act and in exencise of powers conlerred undart
section 13(2) read with rule 9 of the Security interes! (Enforcement) Rules, 2002 ssued a demand nolice(s) on the dales
meniEned agaEnst sccount calling upon e respective Bomrowen(s) and Guarandor s ) o repay the amount as mentonad
againgl acoount within B0 days from the dale of notice | data of receipl! of the saxd nolice

The borrower's and guaranior's having filed 1o repay he amount, nolice hereby given to the borrower's and
guaranbor’s and tho publc in genaral that the undoersignod has takon Symibolic poaseoasion of he property, Skock and
Vhechs (s ) describad hanon balow n exsrcise of powars conlarmisd on him under sub section (4 of secton 13 of the sald
Act road with rula 8 of the Security intorest Enforcoment Rules, 2002 of the said rules

The bormower i pamcular and the public in gineral are hereby cautionid Rol 1o deal with the Propey and any dealing
wilh e propoarty|ias) will ba subject to thi chirge of the Authonzed Ocer of Punjab Gramin Bank, for the amounts
ofhar charpos, Coata and miemasl therson agamnst calling account

The bormower s/guarantors altention is invited o provisions of Sub Section (B) of the Section 13 of Act, in
respect of ime availlable to them, to redeem the secured assets.

Date of Demend | Date o
| Poysasion

{1). Sh. Mohammad|Hypothecation of Stock
Shehbax 5/o 5 h. |Readymade Garmanisof M/s Dal(Rupess Seven Lakh Fifteen Thousand
Mohammad Ditshad (Prop. of|[Cave Prop. Sh. Mohammad|Nine Hundred Fifty Eight Rupees & Eight
M's Da Cave) Address-l:[Shehbar S/o Sh. Mohammad|Paisa Only) as on 30.04.2026 and inleras]
Riag Mohalla Mikh Road |Dishad father charges accruad theraon

Malerkolia, Sangrur, 148023, Address-ll; |-86, Block Sarabha Magar, Tehsid & Distt. Ludhiana (Borrower)

DATE: 02-09-2025

PLACE : LUDHIANA AUTHORISED OFFICER

ASSET RECOVERY MANAGEMENT BRANCH, LUDHIANA
1st Floor, Site No.5 Ferozpur Road Ludhiana.
E-mail : cs4540@pnb.bank.in

[Rule-8(1)] POSSESSION NOTICE (FOR IMMOVABLE PROPERTY)

The Authorised Officer of Punjab National Bank under the securitization and Reconstruction of Financial Assets and
Enforcement of Security interest Act-2002 and in exercise of powers conferred under Section 13(12) read with Rule 3 of
Security Interest (Enforcement) Rules- 2002. issued a demand notice on the date mentioned against account calling
upon the borrower to repay the amount as mentioned against the account within 60 days from the date of notice.

The Borrower(s)/Guarantor(s)/Mortgagor(s) having failed to repay the amount, notice is hereby given to the
Borrower(s)/Guarantor(s)/Mortgagor(s) in particular and the public in general that the Authorised Officer of the Bank
has taken Possession of the property/ies described here in below in exercise of powers conferred on him under sub-
section (4) of the section 13 of Act read with Rule 8 of the Security Interest Enforcement Rules(2002)

The Borrower(s)/Guarantor(s)/Mortgagor(s) in particular and the public in general is hereby cautioned not to deal with
the property/ies and any dealings with the property/ies will be subject to charge of Punjab National Bank for the amount
and interest thereon

The borrower(s)/guarantor(s)/mortgagor(s) attention is invited to provisions of sub-section (8) of section 13 of

punjab national bank

the SARFAESI Act, 2002 in respect of time available to them to redeem the secured assets.
Date of

Demand | Possession
Notice
(ABorrowers: 1. M/s Mobile|All that part and parcel 0f|21.08.2019{02.09.2026 |Rs. 2,58,77,608.90
Hub through its Prop. Smt.|Residential Property| Physical Possession |(Rupees Two Crore
Sushma Rani W/o Sh.|measuring 200 sq. yards bearing MC No. B-28-908/8,|Fifty Eight Lakh
Joginder Pal Singh, Flat No.|Comprised in Khasra no. 19//8/4-9/2-9/4, Khata no.|Seventy Seven
2, Shop No. 2, Ghumar|160/203, as per Jamabandi for the year 2008-2009|Thousand Six Hundred
Mandi, Opp. Khalsa College, |wakia Village Jawaddi, Hadbast No. 160, Locality Known|Eight and Paisa Ninety
Ludhiana (Borrower) 2. Smt.|as Punjab Mata Nagar, Tehsil & District Ludhiana in the|Only) including interest
Sushma Rani W/o Sh.[name of Smt. Surjit Kaur W/o Lt. Sh. Raj Kumarasper[de bited up to
Joginder Pal Singh (Prop), B-[sale deed bearing wasika no. 16539 dated 20.01.2012|31.12.2017 with further
32-150, St. No. 3, Janta|registered with Sub-Registrar Ludhiana (West).Jinterest w.e.f.
Colony, Kakowal, Ludhiana-{Bounded as:- East- Street 19' Wide, admeasuring 30',]01.01.2018 and other
141007, 3. Sh. Joginder Pal|West - Jit Singh & Street, admeasuring 30', North:[applicable charges,
Singh S/o Sh. Kharaiti Lal{Bakhshish Singh, admeasuring 60', South - Surinder|less recovery ifany, until
(Guarantor) B-32-150, St.|Kaur,admeasuring 60". paymentin full.

Name of the Borrrowers

Amount outstanding as
on the date given balow

Description of the Secured

IGuarantors/Mortgagors Assets

No. 3, Janta Colony, Kakowal, Ludhiana-141007 4. Smt. Surjit Kaur W/o Sh. Raj Kumar (Guarantor/
Mortgagor) a) H. No. 28/28, Sampuran Colony, Model Gram, Ludhiana b) H. No. B-28-908/8, Punjab Mata
Nagar, Pakhowal Road, Near Gumber Flour Mills, Vishal Nagar, Ludhiana

DATE : 02.09.2026 PLACE: LUDHIANA

AUTHORISED OFFICER

Pinnachk: Bikmess Park, Next 1o Al Centie
Mahakali Caves Rogd, Amdhent ()

Mumbal - S0

Mhong: (2 2-G 6382000, O] | -4042 500k, 0] |=-47565K52
Fomail : nvestors bigsharconline.com

In case ol Ay Quenes, You may reler the |h,‘.4:.'|;."|'.|:|
Askod Ouicstions (FADs) lor Sharcholiders and e-voling]
usier manial Tor Shareholders available a1 ithe download |

=

scchion of www.evoling.nsdl.com or call on 072-

ABR6TON or send o meguest W Ms. Pallavi Mhatre,
Senior Manager, MSDL o gvolingi nsdlco.dn
A. The Moembers wha have cast thar vole by remolbe c-viEling pror o the e ALM can also attend the 2R* AN
But shall not be entitled o cast their vole again
B. During ihe period ol remole e-voling &8s mentioned above, Members of the Company holding shares guher i

physical form or in dematenalized from, as on the cut-oll date ke Monday, September 21, 2026, may cast
iheir vote by remole e-voting. Remole c-voting shall not be allowod beyond Sunday, »epiember X026 ot 5:00

pom (IST) and the remole e-voling facility shall be blocked ihereafier. Once (he vole on a resalution s cast by
the Member thirough remile ¢-voling, thé Membér shall not be allowed 1o change i subseguenily or cast the
wisle agan

C. The voting nghs of Members shall be in propoion 10 their shares of the paid-up eguily share capatal of the

Company as on the cut-of1 date L.c. Monday, Sepiember 21, 2026
B Any Person, w ho acguimes shares of the Company and become member of the Company after dispasch of the
motioe of 28° AlM or whinse cmmtl sd 15 nol regastenad with the Company)’ K1A / Respective D and holdmg
shares a8 of the cut-ofl dae L.e. Monday, September 21, 2026, may obtain the login 1D and password by
sending g reguest of evolingaonsdl.co.in
E. The P.n..ll:.'.:. for vioting -,'ln..'-.llqllll.._.lll:. will e mudde available @ the 28* AGM o the Meambers .4!'....'|||,1|I:|,__' the
mectmg who have nod already cast thew vole by remote ¢-volmg
F. A person, whose name 8 recorded in the register of Members or in the register of heneficial owners mamtaimed
by the depositorics as on the cut-ofl date only shall be entitled 1o avail the facility of remote ¢-votng as well us
voling al J8= AUM glectromicidly, A person whio &8 nol & Member as on cul=-00T date should treat this MSaotice fiw
miarmanon puarposes only
G. The manner of voling for Members bolding shares in dematenalized mode, phyvacal maode and for Members
who hove not registered iheir emmil sddress has boen provided m the Notice of the AGM
H. The resoluions, if passed by ihe reguisnie majoniy, shall be deemed 1o have been passed on the daie of the
28* AGM 1.e. Monday, September 28, 2006,
Members are regucsiod 1o corefully read all the Notes set out i the Notice of the AGM with respect 10 instructions
for joming the AGM, manner of casting vole eic
Gieneral appeal 1o Members
I 18 comestly requesied that the Members who have vet not regisiered’ updsied thewr KYC detalls inchuding PAN,
chotce of nomination, contact details (mobile number, email sddress), bank sccount details, specimen signatures 10
notify the same 1 your concemed depository, if the shares are held in demaicrialized form and, in case the shares
are held m physcal form, 10 notify the saome 10 the Registror and Share Transier Agent of the Compamy
Motice 1 hereby grven that, pursuant o SED] Coroular no. BOGE 131 1{2)2026-MIRSD-FOLY V373072026 daled
January 30, 2026, the Company has opened a special window' from February 035, 2026 1o February 04, 2027 for
transfer and dematerialisation (“domat ™) of physical securities which were sold/purchased prior 1o Apnil 01, 2009 10
faciinate case of mvesting for imvestors and 1o secure therr nghts m the secumtics purchased by them
Inviestors may submit their reguest 11l February 04, 2027, with the Regisirar & Sharé Transfer Agent (RTA) of the
Company. Investors must have a demat account and provide the necessary documents as specified in the SEBI
circular dated 30,00 2026, while rmsmg reques! for mansier of phy=sical shares with RTA. Detailed circular s
avaitshle at the webstie of the Company st www petroneting.in.
By order of the Board
For Petronet LNG Limited
Sd. -
Place: New Delh {Rajan Kapur)
Date: 02 September 2026 GOM & Presideni - Company Secretary
Note : No gifts, gift coupons or cash in liew of gifts shall be distributed to Members in the context

epaper.indianexpress.com .- .

. Chandigarh

of 28" Annual General Meeting.
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EPFO briefs Mohali industries
on amnesty, dispute settlement

Mohali: The Regional Office of
the Employees’ Provident
Fund Organisation (EPFO),
Chandigarh, organised an
awareness seminar at the Mo-
hali Industrial Association
(MIA) on Wednesday to brief
employers and other stake-
holders on amnesty, vishwas,

the Employees’ Enrolment
Campaign (EEC) 2026 and
Pradhan Mantri Viksit Bharat
Rojgar Yojana (PM-VBRY).

The seminar was organised
with collaboration with MIA
president Ashok Gupta, general
secretary Rakesh Vigand chair-
man Jasbir Singh. ENS

SALUTE THE SOLDIER

GORKHA RIFLES

,,IIndian Army and 11 Gorkha Rifles Salutes its brave
. % | heart, No 9422675 Late Rfn Passang Sherpa of 1/11
GR, who made

“MEGHDOOT on 03 Sep 1998.

supreme sacrifice during OP

g—

> ad

- Indian Army and 11 Gorkha Rifles Salutes its brave

/‘J heart, No 9422903 Late Rfn Mana Hang Subba of 5/11
—=/GR, who made

MEGHDOOT on 03 Sep 1998.

Colonel 11 GR & Sikkim Scouts and All Ranks

supreme sacrifice during OP

CONSTABLE
S K SAHOO,
PPMG
48 BN BSF
01.06.1972 -
03.09.1997

BORDER SECURITY FORCE
Director General and all Ranks of Border

Security Force remember its gallant Jawan
Constable S K Sahoo on his Balidan Diwas.
On this day, he sustained fatal bullet
injuries while fighting militants in area of
Lal Bazar, Srinagar (J&K). He put up a
tough fight to militants and made ultimate

sacrifice in the line of duty. His sacrifice and gallant action have been
aptly recognized by GOI by awarding him with PPMG (Posthumously).

CONSTABLE

131 BN BSF

€'li
01.06.1992 —

— / 03.09.2025

Director General and all Ranks of Border
KHAGENDRA |Security Force remember its gallant
MAHAPATRA |Jawan Constable Khagendra Mahapatra
on his Balidan Diwas. On this day, he
made
operational duty in Kangpokpi, Manipur.

ultimate sacrifice while on

CENTRAL RESERVE POLICE FORCE

..i'!,'

Shaheed Head Shaheed Head
Constable Constable
Hira Ballabh Subhang Singh
87 Bn . 87 Bn
07-04-1962 To . 01-11-1963 To
03-09-2005 I - A% 03-09-2005
Shaheed Head Shaheed HC/RO
Constable B. N. Pati
Rashid Ahmed 87 Bn
87 Bn 01-11-1966 To
01-11-1963 To | 03-09-2005
03-09-2005 | '
Shaheed Constable | | Shaheed Constable
Hari Ram Rajendera Singh
87 Bn 87 Bn
12-11-1952 To 03-05-1972 To
03-09-2005 03-09-2005

Shaheed Constable
Jagsir Singh
Y 87 Bn
02-05-1972 To
03-09-2005

Shaheed Constable
Chatur Singh
87 Bn
15-02-1969 To
03-09-2005

Shaheed Constable
Dharmendra Rai
87 Bn
27-12-1981 To
03-09-2005

Shaheed Constable
Md. Nazmul
Hussain
87 Bn
13-11-1982 To
03-09-2005

Shaheed Constable
Bhulan Sah
87 Bn
17-05-1970 To
03-09-2005

Shaheed Constable
Randhir Singh
87 Bn
02-01-1982 To
03-09-2005

Shaheed Constable
Mrityunjay Prasad
Singh
87 Bn
02-02-1982 To
03-09-2005

Shaheed Constable
Umeshwar Prasad
Singh
87 Bn
08-05-1974 To
03-09-2005

| Shaheed Constable
Yougal Kumar Rai
87 Bn
05-11-1978 To
03-09-2005

Shaheed Constable
Vinod Kumar
87 Bn
08-05-1974 To
03-09-2005

Arun Kumar Yadav
87 Bn
04-05-1982 To
03-09-2005

Shaheed Constable |

Shaheed Constable
C. Purushottam

§ 87 Bn

06-03-1968 To
03-09-2005

Shaheed Constable
Awanish Kumar
87 Bn
11-01-1982 To
03-09-2005

Shaheed Constable
H. k. Mondal
87 Bn
27-05-1971 To
03-09-2005

Shaheed Constable
Sugandha Koch
87 Bn
03-04-1971 To
03-09-2005

P

|

Shaheed Nursing
Asstt.

Ram Nand Mehto
87 Bn
03-09-1961 To
03-09-2005

DG and all ranks of #CRPF pay solemn trlbute to 22 valiant troopers of
the 87th Bn, who made the supreme sacrifice while bravely engaging
Maoists despite being grievously injured in an IED blast at Punjernala,
Bijapur, Chhattisgarh on 3 September 2005. #CRPF salutes the
bravehearts and pledges never to let their sacrifice go in vain.

36-DAY RAIL BLOCK IN CHANDIGARH FROM SEPTEMBER 10

442 trains to be aftected, several services to
cither originate from Ambala or terminate

Hina Rohtaki
Chandigarh, September 2

PASSENGERS TRAVELLING
to and from Chandigarh will
have to plan their journeys
carefully for over a month as
the railway has announced 36
days of power and traffic blocks
at the Chandigarh railway sta-
tion from September 10 to Oc-
tober 15, leading to widespread
cancellations, partial cancella-
tions, and short-termination of
trains, as well as platform
changes.

Abalance through roof will
be erected and the girders of
the foot overbridge at the rail-
way station will be removed
duringthe period as part of the
ongoing upgradation.

The Railways has divided
the work into three 12-day
phases, which are September
10 to 21, September 22 to Oc-
tober 3, and October 4 to 15.

As many as 442 train trips
during the 36-day period will be
affected. Several services will
either terminate or originate at
Ambala instead of Chandi-
garh.The train cancellations
will affect passengers travelling
on routes connecting Chandi-
garh with Delhi, Kalka, Ambala,
and several other destinations.
Some services have been can-
celled for nearly the entire dur-
ation of the block.

Passengerstravellingon the
New Delhi-Kalka Shatabdi Ex-
press (12011) will particularly
need to check the platform be-
fore boarding during the final
phase of the block. From Oc-
tober 4 to October 15, the train,
which normally berths at Plat-
form 1 at Chandigarh, will be
shifted to Platform S. The
Kalka-New Delhi Shatabdi Ex-
press (12012) will move from
Platform 1 to Platform 3.

Shatabdi platforms to change; passengers travelling to or from Chandigarh may
have to cover the Chandigarh-Ambala stretch by alternative transport

A balance through roof will be erected, and the girders of the foot overbridge will be removed at the
railway station as part of the project. riLe

Other Shatabdi services, in-
cluding 12005 and 12006, will
also have their berthing
changed during the final 12-
day phase. The changes mean
commuters accustomed to
boarding these premium trains
from their usual platforms will
have to rely on station an-
nouncements and display
boards before proceeding to
the platform.

Ambalato become

key alternative

For some trains, Chandi-
garh will effectively be taken
outoftheitinerary on specified
dates. Several services have
been short-terminated or

short-originated at Ambala,
meaning passengers travelling
to or from Chandigarh may
have to cover the Chandigarh-
Ambala stretch by alternative
transport, adding both travel
time and cost to the journey.

The Ramnagar-Chandi-
garh-Ramnagar service will be
short-terminated and short-
originated at Ambala on spec-
ified dates. Similarly, the
Ajmer-Chandigarh-Ajmer
Garib Rath (12983/12984) will
be short-terminated and short-
originated at Ambala.

The Udaipur-Chandigarh-
Udaipur service (20989/20990)
will also be affected, with one
of the services short-termin-

Veer Balidani

Kumar Singh
209 CoBRA Bn
15-02-1987 To

03-09-2013

DG and all Ranks of #CRPF pay solemn
Constable Santosh |tribute to Constable Santosh Kumar Singh
of 209 CoBRA, who made the supreme
sacrifice after being grievously injured in
an encounter with Maoists in West
Singhbhum district, Jharkhand on 3
September 2013. #CRPF salutes the

bravehearts and pledges never to let his sacrifice go in vain.

CENTRAL INDUSTRIAL SECURITY FORCE

CISF proudly

remembers the

supreme sacrifice of

these brave-hearts.

) l Y f . "% = JOn this day, they laid

g o | down their lives at the
| i . | m— altar of duty while

HC/FIRE CT/DCPO CT/FIRE S.P [fighting ferocious fire
E NAYAKA M.K.PASWAN || KUSHWAHA |at ONGC Mumbai and
ONGC ONGC ONGC saved precious human
MUMBAI MUMBAI MUMBAI  |lives. Their courage
03-09-2019 03-09-2019 03-09-2019 |and bravery would

remain an ab1d1ng source of inspiration for the force. The force will
remain eternally indebted to them for their noblest deeds.

INDO-TIBETAN BORDER POLICE(ITBP)

Constable
Rajnikant Acharya

ITBP salutes its bravehearts Constable Rajikant Acharya and

Constable
Mohd. Munir

Constable Mohd. Munir of 16th Battalion, who made the supreme
sacrifice in the line of duty on this day in Jammu & Kashmir in 2003.

Astt. Comdt. Kamal Kumar

ITBP salutes its braveheart Astt. Comdt. Kamal Kumar
of 5th Battalion, who made the supreme sacrifice in

' Ithe line of duty on this day in Leh in 2012.
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PUNIAB KESARI BUILDING, PLOT NO. 9, 250,
SLUM, SECTOR 25, CHANDIGARH, 160036

punjab natio

PROPERTY FOR SALE
Commercial Property (Plots
cum Godown) having total area
of 4567.75 sq. yds at Village
Pawa, Ludhiana available for e-
auction on 07.09.2026 at
BAANKNET.COM portal with
Property ID: SBIN002000825 at
throwaway price of Rs. 2.73 cr
by SBI. Contact: 9779575339,
7087421800.

“IMPORTANT

Whilst care is taken prior to acceptance
of advertising copy, it is not possible to
verify its contents. The Indian Express (P)
Limited cannot be held responsible for
such contents, nor for any loss or
damage incurred as a result of
transactions with companies,
associations or individuals advertising in
its newspapers or Publications. We
therefore recommend that readers make
necessary inquiries before sending any
monies or entering into any agreements
with advertisers or otherwise acting on an
advertisement inany  manner
whatsoever.

ated at Ambala. Another af-
fected service is the Agartala-
Silchar Express (15663/15664).
The disruption will also re-
sult in extensive changes in
train berthing. Between Sep-
tember 10 and 21, berthing of
20 trains at Chandigarh has
been changed. Seventeen
other trains will have revised
berthing between September
22 and October 3. The largest
number of platform
changes—for 39 trains—has
been planned for the final
phase, from October 4 to 15.
The changes will affect trains
such as Vande Bharat, long-
distance services, and several
Chandigarh-bound trains.

Temporary stops

at Mohali

To deal with the rush, the
railway has planned additional
temporary stops at Sahibzada
Ajit Singh Nagar (Mohali) for
select trains during the period.

For passengers, especially
those with advance bookings,
the 36-day block means that
checking the train status be-
fore leaving home will become
essential. The disruption will
be particularly significant for
passengers dependent on
regular intercity and passen-
ger services.

Among the services listed
for cancellation are the Chan-
digarh-Amritsar-Chandigarh
Express, Chandigarh-Firoz-
pur-Chandigarh Express, and
the Ambala-Kalka-Ambala
passenger service.

The Ambala-Jalandhar
City and Ambala-Daulatpur
Chowk services will also re-
main cancelled.

Five-hour block

on Sept 9

Chandigarh-bound pas-
sengers may face platform
changes and cancellations on
September 9, as Northern
Railway will undertake a five-
hour infrastructure block at
Ambala Cantt railway station,
affecting several trains con-
necting Chandigarh with
major destinations.

The block will run from
1045amto3.45 pm at the Am-
bala Cantt yard to replace the
existing 52-Kkg rail with 60-kg
rail at the superstructure dia-
mond single point.

For Chandigarh passen-

gers, the most significant im-
pact will be on the Dibrugarh-
Chandigarh Express (15903),
which will arrive at Platform 4
instead of Platform 2 at Am-
bala Cantt on September 9.

The Lucknow-Chandi-
garh Express (15011) will also
use Platform 4 instead of Plat-
form 2.

The disruption will also af-
fect passengers travelling
towards Chandigarh from
Ambala and other destina-
tions, with the railway an-
nouncing changes to several
services passing through Am-
bala Cantt.

Two trains — 14502 Kartoli
Punjab-Ambala Express and
14501 Ambala—-Kartoli Punjab
Express — will remain can-
celled on September 9.

Among other services, the
Amritsar-Delhi Vande Bharat
Express (22488) will arrive at
Platform 6 instead of Platform
1, while the Amritsar-Harid-
war Express (12054) will use
Platform 3 instead of Platform
1. The Amritsar-Purnia Court
Express (14618) will be shifted
from Platform 2 to Platform 3,
while Jaynagar-Amritsar Ex-
press (14649),
Purnia Court-Amritsar Express
(14617) and Dibrugarh—Chandi-
garh Express (15903) will use
Platform 4 instead of Platform
2.

The Amritsar-Bandra Ter-
minus Express (12926) and Pa-
thankot-Delhi Express
(22430) will operate from Plat-
form 6 instead of Platforms 2
and 1, respectively.

The Jammu Tawi-Sealdah
Express (22318) will use Plat-
form 3 instead of Platform 2.

Railway authorities have
advised passengers to check
their train status before leav-
ing for the station.

High Court seeks UT admn
affidavit on street vendors
challenging relocation

Express News Service
Chandigarh, September 2

THE PUNJAB and Haryana
High Court has sought an affi-
davit from the Chandigarh Ad-
ministration before proceed-
ing with a petition filed by 54
street vendors challenging
their relocation from existing
vending sites and the legal
framework under which they
were categorised and relo-
cated.

The petition, filed by Kam-
lesh and others against Chan-
digarh, was heard by Justice
Deepak Sibal. The court di-
rected the respondents to file

an affidavit and adjourned the
matter to October 1, 2026. Ad-
vocate Shekhar Verma ap-
peared for the petitioners.
The petitioners have chal-
lenged, among other provi-
sions, the Chandigarh Street
Vendors (Protection of Liveli-
hood and Regulation of Street
Vending) Municipal Corpor-
ation Chandigarh Bye-Laws,
2018, insofar as they provide
for the definition of “Essential
Service Providers” and the
procedure for allotment of
vending sites. They have also
challenged the minutes of the
July 10, 2026 meeting of the
Town Vending Committee,

nal bank

..Together for the better

COSAM: CIRCLE OFFICE KAPURTHALA PNB HOUSE,

SATNARAYAN BAZAR, NEAR NATRAJ HOTEL,

KAPURTHALA; PH.

84271 33773

E-AUCTION
SALE NOTICE

DATE OF E-AUCTION 24.09.2026 (SALE THROUGH E-AUCTION ONLY)

STATUTORY SALE NOTICE TO GENERAL PUBLIC UNDER RULE 8(6)/9(1) READ WITH RULE 6 & 9 OF THE SECURITY INTEREST
(ENFORCEMENT) RULES 2002 of SARFAESI ACT PUBLIC NOTICE FOR E-AUCTION FOR SALE OF MOVABLE/IMMOVABLE PROPERTY/IES

1. The Sale will be done through e-auction platform provided at the Website “https://baanknet.com/"

¢ | Nome of the Branch
MNo. Email I_I.':lr,__i_'lfl:.g_l_:lil_n_l'alu.
Mame ond Addresses
of the Borrower/
Guarantor of the account

Bl/o: Nadala 409200

Mob.- 98728 - 57909
Smt. Narinder Kaur W/o Sh.

2. EMD & KYC will be done online through portal "https://baanknet.com/”

Notice is hereby given to the public in general and in particular to the Borrower (s) and Guarantor (s) that the below described immovable property mortgaged/charged to the Secured Creditor, the
Symbolic/Physical/Physical/Constructive Possession of which has been taken by the authorized Officer of the Bank/ Secured Creditor, will be sold on “As is where is Basis” and “As is
what is Basis” and “Whatever there is Basis”, on the date as mentioned in the table herein below, for recovery of its dues due to the Bank/ Secured Creditor from the respective borrower (s)
and guarantor (s). The reserve price and the earnest money deposit will be as mentioned in the table below against the respective properties.

STATUTORY 15 DAYS SALE NOTICE UNDER RULE 9(1) THE SARFAESI ACT, 2002

Description of the Sacured Assets Mortgaged

Land measuring 4 Marla i.e. 4/43 share out of total property measuring
RS LETRGGEEIORIBREN LM 2Kanal-3Marla, comprised in Khewat/Khata no. 598/780,781, Khasra
no.9023/3060/2/1-6, 9023 /3060/1/0-17, as per Jamabandi for the year
2005-06, Hadbast no. 134, Kitte 2 situated at Hathi Khana, Kapurthala

Gurnam Singh and Sh. Sharki, District Kapurthala and bounded as under: East: Other Owner, West: Road, North: Other Owner, South: Other Owner, as per sale deed wasika no.
Jaswinder Singh S/o Sh.|131 dated 10.04.2012, standing in the name of Smt. Narinder Kaur W/o Sh. Gurnam Singh (Auction Ref :PUNBNARINDER4092)

Damand Nelice Daie
Possess

HufurE ol Possessian

e

12.10.2023

Resarve Price
EMD Amouni

Bid Increaze Ameuni

ion Date

R Y =t T F e e

Duistanding Amount
Rs. 23,34,000/-

19.12.2023

Rs. 2,35,000/-

SYMBOLIC

Rs. 20,000/-

Date/Time
of E-Auction

Date: 24.09.2026
Time: From 11
AM to 4 PM

Details of the

encumbrances

known to the
secured credifors

NOT KNOWN

Rs. 21,12,379.03 + intt w.ef NPA classification & other Misc Charges

Gurnam Singh, r/o H. No. 244, Qile Wala, Jail Road, District Kapurthala.

2.| E-mail: bo3499@pnb.bank.in
Mob.- 94631-23741

G EENGEDENENENLIREEENM Property 1: All that part and parcel of EM of Property in the name of Sh.
Jagjit Singh s/o Sh. Baldev Singh as under: Shop cum flat bearing
Number 30 Site measuring 1600 Sq. feet (20x80), situated at New Grain
M/s JJ Trading through its market Banga Teshil Banga Distt. SBS Nagar, Purchased vide
proprietor Sh. Jagjit Singh S/o|conveyance deed dt. 29.01.2013 registered with S.R. Banga vide Sr. no. 2579. (Auction Ref: PUNBJJTRADING)

Date: 24.09.2026
Time: From 11
AM to 4 PM

NOT KNOWN

18.04.2022 Rs. 38,60,000/-
29.07.2022 Rs. 3,86,000/-
PHYSICAL Rs. 20,000/-
Rs.1,21,33,589.32 +inttw.ef NPA classification & other Misc Charges

Balakipur, VPO Soondh,
Maksoodpur Banga, Distt.
SBS Nagar

Sh. Baldev Singh, Village|property 2: All that part and parcel of EM of Property in the name of Sh. Jagjit Singh s/o Sh.

Rs. 35,13,000/-

Date: 24.09.2026

B/o: Nawansher Main 010710

3.| E-mail: bo010710@pnb.bank.in

Mob- 99820 - 82099
M/s Anand Steel Tubes &

Baldev Singh as under: Shop cum flat bearing number 44 site measuring 1600 sq. feet| RS- 3,52,000/- | Time: From 11 NOT KNOWN
(20x80), situated at New grain market Banga Teshil Banga Distt. SBS Nagar, Purchased vide Rs. 20,000/- AM to 4 PM

conveyance deed dt. 29.01.2013 registered with S.R. Banga vide Sr. no. 2580. (Auction Ref : PUNBTRADE1)

Property 1: EM of Commercial Property measuring 1k-12m-7 sarsai 18.05.2021 Rs. 33,43,000/- [Date: 24.09.2026

(32.77 marals) i.e 295/1926 share of total land 10k-14 m situated at 16.09.2021 Rs. 3,35,000/- Time: From 11 NOT KNOWN
Village Kariyam, Distt Nawanshar, Title deed no. 4863 dt 10.01.2013, PHYSICAL Rs. 20,000/- AM to 4 PM

comprising of Khata No.54/57 khasra no. 57//23/2/1(1-6), 69//2/3 (5-8),|Rs. 89,51,297.78 + intt w.e.f NPA classification & OTHER Misc Charges

proprietor:
S/o Anand Parkash r/o H.No.

Nawanshar

Sh. Romesh|Property 2: a) EM of Commercial Property measuring 1k-10m-4sarsai i.e 274/1899 share
Chander (Ramesh Chander)|of total land 10k-11 m situated at Village Kariyam, Distt Nawanshar, Title deed no. 563 dft
02.05.2013, comprising of Khata No.55/58 khasra no. 69//9/1(5-12), 18/1/2(1-1), 18/2(3-18).
3/79 Mohalla Buchraan|p) EM of Commercial Property measuring Ok-15m-2sarsaii.e 137/1899 share of total land 10k-11 m situated at Village Kariyam, Distt Nawanshar, Title
deed no. 5468 dt21.02.2013, comprising of Khata No.55/58 khasra no.69//9/1(5-12), 18/1/2(1-1), 18/2(3-18). (Auction Ref: PUNBANANDA45)

Rs. 50,66,000/-
Rs. 5,07,000/-
Rs. 20,000/-

Date: 24.09.2026
Time: From 11
AM to 4 PM

NOT KNOWN

TERMS AND CONDITIONS: The Sale shall be subject to the Terms & Conditions prescribed in the Security Interest (Enforcement) Rules 2002 and to the following further conditions: 1. The
properties are being sold on “AS IS WHERE IS BASIS” and “AS IS WHAT IS BASIS” and “WHATEVER THERE IS BASIS”, 2. The particulars of Secured Assets specified in the Schedule herein above
have been stated to the best of the information of the Authorised Officer, but the Authorised Officer shall not be answerable for any error, Misstatement omission in this proclamation., 3. The Sale will be done by
the undersigned through e-auction platform provided at the Website https://baanknet.com on 24.09.2026 @ 11:00 AM, 4. For detailed term and conditions of the sale, please refer https://baanknet.com

Date: 02.09.2026
Place: Kapurthala

Punjab National Bank, Secured Creditor

Authorised Officer,

epaper.indianexpress.com .. .

lists of 498 and 276 street ven-
dors, and the July 21,2026 pub-
lic notice directing vendors to
shift to allotted sites.

According to the petition,
the petitioners are licensed
vendors who have been carry-
ing out vending activitiesin
Chandigarh for several years,
with some holding licences
even before the Street Vendors
Act, 2014 came into force. They
contend that they have been
paying licence fees to the Mu-
nicipal Corporation and vend-
ing from their respective sites.

A key grievance is the cre-
ation of the “Essential Service
Providers” category through
the 2018 Bye-Laws and its sub-
sequent expansion through a
2020 amendment. The peti-
tioners contend that the
amended definition includes
categories beyond the statu-
tory definition of “street ven-
dor”, resulting in their exclu-
sion from benefits and
protections available under the
Street Vendors (Protection of
Livelihood and Regulation of
Street Vending) Act, 2014.

The petition also challenges
the 2016 survey conducted for
implementation of the Act. It
states that the survey was com-
pleted on August 31, 2016,
while the notification prescrib-
ing the statutory parameters
for the survey was issued only
on September 30, 2016. The
petitioners contend that the
survey, therefore, could not
form the basis for subsequent
relocation and allotment of
vending sites.

The petition further refers
to earlier proceedings before
the Supreme Court concerning
street vendors in Chandigarh.
According to the petition, the
Supreme CourtonJuly1,2026,
quashed the July 17, 2020 no-
tification amending the defini-
tion of “Essential Service Pro-
vider” in the Bye-Laws, and the
proceedings were subse-
quently closed on August 3,
2026.

The petitioners have sought
quashing of the challenged
Bye-Laws provisions, the July
10 meeting minutes and subse-
quent relocation proceedings.
They have also sought a direc-
tion for a fresh survey of street
vendorsin accordance with the
Chandigarh Street Vendors
(Protection of Livelihood and
Regulation of Street Vending)
Scheme, 2016.

. Chandigarh
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» Contractual Faculty (Self-Finance) for B.Tech.Computer 5¢. & Engineering-01

#Part-Time Faculty Empaneiment on Lecture basis for B.A.-LL.B., Music
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CANTONMENT BOARD AMRITSAR
NOTICE INVITING E-TENDER
For and an behall of Amasa’ Corbonman| Board, Iolewing slred Orkn E-Tondets ire heneby' imfled tiough
ondimnk: ierdeng |.1l|'.t|-|'l1' |"l'l'r.I:J1 I = plocaremin pordo was SelninD gneen fat ha folioatry Haled Hopat at
Maimenance Works FY-20-3T In Amdisar Condl mton, undar two bid iysiem orly from rogstned conacion of
mpropia calngen of CPADPWIMESIC onll Boardis) of ay othi Gowl. deparman -

(5.No, | Mamw of Work T Eslimatad Earnest | Downloadin | Last datn of
Amsaunt Manmy g Starl date | sebmission
. of bld, el bid,
Terdot o Puble Imgeeyement aed | e 45000000 | Aa f000: | &1 0B | 11.0683008
Miscalisnpous Imprevemen| works
Fho parks cevelopmantn inchading | |
feoipnaths in Amnilsar Canli wod . | |
2 | Tender kor Repar and Mainkenancs | As. 40,00000- | As 66,000 | 7108006 | *1.08.2008 |
of Canll Boand Buildings in Amiilea
Canil ares -
I3 Tendar for Ropar and Mainenance | Re 40000005 | Rs BE000 24 Rl 4082 |
of Canit Board Craing in Amviles '
Canfl area |
4 Tender for Repalr ond Malnlenance | Re 4900000 |Rs S3000- | 240820 | 1408205
| of Canll Boand Heads in Amitissr
Lordt ama
| & Torcder for Repalr 2nd Maindenance | Re, S200,0000 | e SHOOG. | 2408206 | 14082008
of Cantl Board Walar Supgly In
Amitsar Canfl area. | -

The detalis of work, lender ln‘rr's. with l]l.ll.‘:ll-t-liI faime 07 ool anr.'.l"- b :hUl wed o offios of T Carfionman
Seand, Amelea from (206, 2025 1o 14,08 2006 on sny worelng aay bitsssn working hiurs o can b cownlsded
frorm the Wy dalpot goy i welssa
Chal Exbaudiam OFom
Al Caril

THE MORINDA COOP. SUGAR MILLS LTD., MORINDA (ROPAR) PB
E-TENDER/TENDER NOTICE

E-tenders & Sealed tenders are invited for purchasing machinsry

parts, other material & conducting contractual jobs from parties duly

approved by the National Federation / N.C.D.C. New Delhi /

Sugarfed Punjab, Chandigarh / Manufacturers |/ Authorized |

Distributors ! Authorized Stockiest / Contractors and reputed firms.

E-TENDER : Supply ltems & Contract jobs.

GROUP A : Supply ltems.

GROUP B : Contract Jobs/Services & Spares.

Detalled E-Tender Forms can be downloaded from Punjab

Government website: hitps://eproc.punjab.gov.in/nicgep/app and |

sealed tenders can be downloaded from Mills websita: |

www, mornindasugar.in or can be oblained from Mills office on any

waorking day.

The lastdate and receipt of tender are as following:

Particulars Tender Receipt Tender Opening
Time & Date Time & Date
| E-TENDER 23.09.2026, 10:30 AM 23.09.2026, 12:00 Noon |
GROUPAG&B | 22 09.2026, 12:30 PM 22.09.2026, 02:30 PM

OFFICE OF
ADDL. DEPUTY COMMISSIONER,
LUDHIANA. (PeshiBranch)
NOTICE
Notice is hereby given to general
public that Smt. Kamaljeet Kaur
W/o Mohan Singh R/o Shivalik
Avenue, Ayali Khurd, Distt.Ludhiana
has requested that the date of birth
of her son Mr. Parminder Singh S/o Mohan Singh
is 13.04.2000. Her son is residing in Portugal and
is not married or engaged to anybody in India.
Therefore, her son wants to marry in Portugal.
She has requested for issuing Marriageability
certificate in the name of her son Mr. Parminder
Singh S/o Mohan Singh. In this connection if
anybody has any objection on issuing of
Marriageability certificate to Mr. Parminder Singh
Slo Mohan Singh then objections be given in this
office in writing himselfherself or through the
counsel within 30 days from the date of publication
of this notice. If no objection is received within the
stipulated period then Marriageability certificate in
the name of Mr. Parminder Singh S/o Mohan
Singh will be issued.
Dated :14.08.2026 Marriage Officer-Cum- Addl.
Deputy Commissioner, Ludhiana.

ARRIAGE OFFICER-CUM-

The Andhra Pradesh Mineral Development

Corporation Limited
Door No. 294/1D, 100 feet Road (Tadigadapa to Enikepadu Road),

Kanuru, Vijayawada-521137, Andhra Pradesh, India
Tel: +91-866-2429999 Fax: +91-866-2429977 Email: contracts-ho @apmdc.in

NOTICE INVITING TENDER

Tender No: APMDC/HO/P&C/Group Mediclaim Insurance/2026-27 Date: 03.09.2026

APMDC invites E-tender from reputed Agencies for “‘Selection of Agency for
Providing Group Mediclaim Insurance for Regular and Retired
Employees, Outsourced Employees, Trainees and Tribal Trainees of
APMDC”. For more information on the eligibility criteria, tender fees,
timelines and other details, please visit e-procurement website of
GoAP (www.tender.apeprocurement.gov.in) or APMDC website
(www.apmdc.ap.gov.in). The Tender document is available for downloading
from 03.09.2026 and the last date for bid submission is 23.09.2026 by
17:00 Hrs.

Sd/-
Managing Director
The A. P. Mineral Development
Corporation Limited

Place: Vijayawada
Date: 03.09.2026

R.O. No. 5391PP/CL/ADVT/1/1/2021-22 Dt.: 02/09/2026

N CENTRAL BANK OF INDIA
REGIONAL OFFICE, AMRITSAR

SYMBOLIC POSSESSION NOTICE
(FOR IMMOVABLE PROPERTIES)

THURSDAY, SEPTEMBER 3, 2026 5
Branch Office : Guru Gobind Singh Avenue
Lincinriaiving) Jalandhar, Punjab

[IILILE-I!-H:] Fﬂ SSESSJEH NOTICE (FOR IMMOVABLE PROPERTY1ES)

s, The undersigned baing the Authorzed Officer of tha UCD Bank, Guru Gnhmd Slngrn A'.rnnlit:

Br.}m:h Funj.:th Lindar tha Securitization and Reconstruction of Financial Azsats and E il
|rleresl At 2 (54wl 200G _.n-._: M BT (e I_._-,,.a.__ Sesrrmnd L PaCheer | Rk ] wwilly rul LT

ety e (End :-alilﬂg u,.m-r' ‘rh-r Tlﬂl-n'.lrl'rg DOrTOwAers 10 Mespilry
P Semaory] mesntiored in robice -.'..I|1!11| B0 d.a,rb. Friem the -I::llE' t.-[*ece;pla* thie sasd nolicea

g 9% (§) UCO BANK
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The borrower! Guarantor having falled o repay the am miotice s hereby given 1o the bomower and the
public in oenaral thal the undersigned | 1-_.'u+.- Pnﬁsesamn il the property describad harasin below in exarcise
of Dowers '*r"-'r:-" on ham J her under Subh Section 4 of Section 13 of the sead Act read with Rule B of the
Security Interest Enf-::-r-::e'n nt Rula EEH_IE'

T'-.-'.:. Mroed 1 parhiCular and ih i _[L -I'.-'--.-'J 15 Py ALBONEd [ 10 oead wilth thid Dropaarty Snd any

iealing with property will bé subject 1o the cf i WCOD E--‘_'lrtll 'Gi.lr'u Gr.:lbwlﬁ Singh -ﬁ.vtr!ut' Branch, Punjab,
for the Elr‘1r:|u1'=r |'r1E"l1I|J e b E"rL"'I i LH‘:ILIW BAIT 'LE-! -ﬂ-."‘{uu il

The Borrower's altention is invited to provisions of sub section 8 of section 13 of the Act, in respect of
time available, {0 redeaem the secured assot.

Date of
Demand
Notice Issued

Date of
Possession

Description of Amount of

Notice

Mama of the
Borrower s/Guaranior’'s

iImmovable Property/ies

Borrowers Mrs.|lAll that pari and 3T fl 15052026 | 31082036 | Rs. 44 OB 3T0.AT
Puneet Sarang W/ Rossdenlial Props i it M F F ity ¥ R Al i
I'siindesr P i ST 3h I.-"-' s i il a fie Hu | i F: 1; A Y
I':‘._.! I-I.l'i!= 11 ...:_I 06 e 3 5 B T | E'J 14 i i | [ 1
i besood B A1) Y N, ML ! ..I_I::...I._-I_I.-.

} } i f (3l M ]
MAXIMA  Jalandhar]''™ , 1471, 1472, 26, Situal h Floor of Slack M- -
P T — mlancear Hsaghl 1l Bl =O80. Wi aga ¢ I T | | Al [h |
}_"’ s .l- T atanadl Fumialb wide Jamaband| vaar 18-20171 I % A TR
village Fhaoiriwal, Distt vide Tithe deed wasika no, 2024 | BG5S s i il I e
jfla | ¥ T | &% aof KMrs Pungsl Sarana W r Pa Nl Boundod a NICOEr &5 DT 1l
144022 Disad - East: Ope W:ra-t W] Hl.lrlh kaiad Emllh F Lot TO8E M-
Date: 02,08 2026 F'Jﬂl:‘ﬂ J-l'ﬂm“'lﬂ-l .ﬁ.UTHﬂ-HtEFD OFFICER

© SBI |

STATE BANK OF INDIA

BRANCH OFFICE : MINI HLC PARWANOO (64113) DISTT. SOLAN

[Rule 8- (1)] POSSESSION NOTICE (For Immovable Property)

Whereas, The undersigned being the Authorized officer of the State Bank of India, Mini HLC Parwanoo,
under securitization and reconstruction of financial assets and enforcement of security interest Act. 2002 and in
exercise of powers conferred under section 13(12) read with rule 3 of Security Interest (Enforcement) Rules
2002, issued a Demand Notice on the date mentioned against account and stated herein after calling upon the
Borrower(s)/Guarantor(s) torepay the amount within 60 days from the date ofreceipt of the said notice.

The Borrower(s)/Guarantor(s) having failed to repay the amount, notice is hereby given to the
Borrower(s)/Gurantor(s) and the public in general, that the undersigned has taken Symbolic Possession of the
property/ies described herein below in exercise of powers conferred on him/her under section 13 (4) of the said Act
read with Rule 8 ofthe said Rules, on the dates mentioned against Account.

The Borrower(s)/Guarantor(s) in particular and the public in general are hereby cautioned not to deal with
the property and any dealing with the property will be subject to the charge of the State Bank of India, for an
amount mentioned here below, along with Interest and other charges thereon.

The borrower(s)/ Guarantor(s) attention is invited to provisions of Sub-Section (8) of Section 13 of the
Act,inrespectoftime available, toredeem the secured assef(s).

Amount
Outstanding

Description of the
Immovable property

Date of
Possession

.02.09.2026 Rs. 34,63,437/-
and Rs. 16,133/- Total Rs.

Name of Borrower(s)/

Guarantor(s)

01.06.2026
and

Borrowers : 1. Smt.
Shakshi W/o Sh. Sachin

Residential Apartment No. T4 -
301 on 3rd Floor of Tower 4

Kumar, R/o House No. 244,
Behind Milan Palace,
Chiranjivi Colony, Kaithal -
136027. 2. Sh. Pawan
Kumar S/o Sh. Ram Saroop,

R/o House No. 244, Behind

measuring Carpet Area 43.650
Sq. meter at Elementa
Developed by M/s Sushma

publishedin |34,79,570/- (Rupees Thirty

Newspaper |- | akhs Seventy Nine
on13.06.2026 |-, ;sand Five Hundred

Leisure Homes Pvt. Ltd. Mauza
Shanguli Khurd, Tehsil Kasauli,
Distt. Solan (H.P.).

If any corrigendum'amendment/correction will be uploaded on the
above said websites, The undersigned reserves the right to accept |
or reject tender withoul assigning any reason sal

 Mobile No.: 78374-21140, 99886-33449

General Manager |

OFFICE OF THE RECOVERY OFFICER-I/I
DEBTS RECOVERY TRIBUNAL CHANDIGARH-(DRT 2)

1st Floor, SCO 33-34-35, Sector-17A, Chandigarh

Milan Palace, Chiranjivi Colony, Kaithal - 136027. 3. Smt.

Seventy Only) due as on 01.06.2026. You are
also liable to pay future interest at the
contractual rate on the aforesaid amount
together with incidental expenses, cost,

Whara urdarsgned 1 ‘Authorised Officer™ of Central E:nh of India under the Securitisghon and
Hecons] i Of Fin ial Assats and Enforcament of Secunly Intersst Acl 2002, and Sniitise of powers Contermed under
Sachon 13(2) and 13(12) read with Rule 3 of Secunly Interest (Enforcement) Rules 2002, issued demand nol he dat
rarylaey Tainst a calling uoon the respective botrowers | duarantors fo repay the amount as mentioned aoainst
K yithin 60 d tha data ol i it Il i Nl -
Thi s | o harvirg Tl i modic hareby gven to tha | T Tl
bl sanaral th lgin: 1 %n (gLl | K ftha prooeries descrbad basow N Ex |
erred an ham L 1%4) of said Act. read with Rule 8 of the of Security interast (Enforcement! Rules 2002 on th -
1 A= E3ain et
Thie [usran i ind the pubdic in general are heraby cautioned not 10 deal wilth tha property and any
jealing .-.-l"-'"-'; operty will be subject to the charge of the Central Bank of India, for the an ounts, olher char s and
indenesl the 1. Thie hﬂrmm-n attention I8 invited to provisions of Sub Section (8) of the Se:lmn 13 of Iht' SARFAESI
Act In r|:|1|;|-e-|:1 of time available to them, to redeam the Secured Assels
NMama of the NPA | Description of the Immovable Date ol the Date of the Amount
Account Properly 'D-uman:tﬂatu;r‘ Posseuasion | Outstanding
(1) Mrs. Sumitra | All that part and parcel of the Property Lo One | 19-06-2026 | 31-08-2026 Re
Wi Ganash, H {oLss Biaaiing | | il min ha ] 11.03.404 32
| i ith 42 leal wid lasl tota 56 5. yards be y K1 f { % an 1508207
1, Now | min, siluated 1 of Tung Pai Sub Urban, Aba withar Naga I
Jawahar Magar WIS JrsiEred in ihe na aml 3 ) ARa B
Batala Road 1. U AL T iled | B- 2018 and Boundansas a 14 Easl ; . o
Amritsar Branch | of others, Wast | feet wide, Nor i nickaryil h Billa ; %4 I.,.
Tarn_Tar.m |2 th - HEmaming par owned £ | -
(Z) M/s Bholey Di ' i par and parce: Of e LOMMEerci ¥ 30-06-2026 | 01-09-2026 Rs
Hattl throuah its | Property measuring 1 1. N arng | | 10,44 614.16
. _ | Municipal no. B=44/188. ssduated wih g &) ol L il Patharkot in the anea & on S0-Oe- S0 20
Flr.up.-l'.h T f n B Mohals Kasmba nkol, Tehsd and Disil. Pathankod. Punjab * Inieresl, other
HO 0PN US3s i Sald Died no. £46d aated 10-12-2009 ihié nama of Sh, Ay Eimdr S0 St CRAN&Es and EEs
Branch: RRMK, | Gonal Dass and Propery bounded a Dl o Pram Joura | recovery i any
Pathankol st - Gali 107 widla, Marth - Sh | ir IA55, 3 i f Sh. O Prakash bl oaie arecied
(3) Ravi Mahajan | All tha pan and parcal of Property ' or | 22-06-2026 @ 31-08-2026 Rs. 21,99,099/-
[Borrower) and | of House no. 271, having Length 77,3 feel : { 8% on 22-06-2076
Sunnder Kumar | Breadth 40 feat situated at Shaseri Nagar Ja and b 5 East . H y
a0 Sh. Han 27 Wes! | Road. Modh | Road, South ; Lane CNEMEs
Guarantor) &y
Branch: Rallway e affectec
Road, Jammu | fate - 02-09-2026 Place - Amrtear | Pathnk Tl - Al } e

Pooja W/o Sh. Mukesh Kumar, R/o House No. 244, Behind charges etc.

Milan Palace, Chiranjivi Colony, Kaithal - 136027. 4. Sh. Sachin Kumar S/o Sh. Pawan Kumar, R/o
House No. 244, Behind Milan Palace, Chiranjivi Colony Kaithal - 136027. Alternate address of All :-
Apartment No. 301, 3rd Floor, Tower 4, Elementa Developed by M/s Sushma Leisure Homes Pvt. Ltd.
Shanguli Khurd, Tehsil Kasauli, Distt. Solan (H.P.).

Dated : 02.09.2026 Place: Parwanoo

Authorized Officer

STRESSED ASSETS RECOVERY BRANCH,

SCO No. 70, Sector 5, Panchkula-134109,

€) STATE BANK OF INDIA ©

Interest(Enforcement) Rules, 2002.

Notice is hereby given to the public in general and in particular to the borrower(s) and guarantor(s) that the below described immovable properties mortgaged / charged to the Secured Creditor, Constructive / Physical
Possession STATE BANK OF INDIAof which has been taken by the Authorized Officer of, the Secured Creditor, for recovery of dues (mentioned below) to the "AS IS WHERE IS", "AS IS WHATIS" "WHATEVER THERE IS
BASIS" STATE BANK OF INDIA, SARB PANCHKUL A from the Borrower(s) and Guarantor(s) (Mentioned below). The reserve price and the EarnestMoney Depositis mentioned against each property. For details terms &
conditions ofthe sale pleaserefer to thelink providedin https: /lbaanknet.com.

Tel. No. 0172- 2573570, Email :
E-Auction Sale Notice for Sale of Movablelmmovable Assets under the Securitization and Reconstruction of Financial Assets and Enforcement of Security Interest Act, 2002 read with provision to Rule 8(6) of the Security

E-AUCTION
SALE NOTICE

sbi.51519@sbi.co.in

THE EMD AMOUNT TO BE DEPOSITED ON OR BEFORE 22.09.2026 BY 04:00 PM

Name of the

Sr. Name of the

Date &
Time of

Reserve Price Date/Time

Amount of demand notice
Date of Demand Notice EMD of

Contact Person

Details of Propertylies

Inspection

(Additional space allotted on 3rd & 4th Floor also)
DEMAND NOTICE
NOTICE UNDER SECTIONS 25 TO 28 OF THE RECOVERY
OF DEBTS & BANKRUPTCY ACT, 1993 AND RULE 2 OF
SECOND SCHEDULE TO THE INCOME TAX ACT, 1961.

RC/350/2024 UNION BANK OF INDIA Dated : 24-08-2026
Versus
To, SMT. SHAKUNTALA DEVI

(CD 1) Smt. Shakuntala Devi W/o Sh. Narender Mittal, R/o House No.

1050, Sector-27, Panchkula, Haryana.

Also At: House No. 564, Block N, New Generation Appat, Dhakauli,

Zirakpur, District.

(CD 2) Sh. Narender Mittal S/o Sh. Kapoor Chand Mittal, R/o House

No. 564, Block N, New Generation Appat, Dhakauli, Zirakpur, District

Sahibzada Ajit Singh Nagar/Mohali/Ajitgarh, Pun jab.

(CD 3) Sh. Sachin Mittal, R/o E-403, Vikram Vihar Society, Sector-27,

Panchkula, Haryana.

Thisis to notify that as per the Recovery Certificate issued in pursuance of

orders passed by the Presiding Officer, DEBTS RECOVERY TRIBUNAL

CHANDIGARH (DRT 2)in OA/2679/2017 an amount ofRs. 49,60,833/- (

Rupees Forty Nine Lakhs Sixty Thousands Eight Hundred Thirty Three

Only ) along with pendentellite and future interest @9.70 % Compound

InterestMonthly w.e.f. 17/04/2017 {ill realization and costs ofRs. 52,005/-

(Rupees Fifty Two Thousands Five Only) has become due against you

(Jointly and severally/Fully/Limited).

2. You are hereby directed to pay the above sum within 15 days of the

receipts of the notice, failing which the recovery shall be made in

accordance with the Recovery of Debts Due to Banks and Financial

Institutions Act, 1993 and Rules there under.

3. You are hereby ordered to declare on an affidavit the particulars of yours

assets on or before the next date ofhearing.

4. You are hereby ordered to appear before the undersigned on

13.10.2026 at10:30 A.M. for further proceedings.

5. In addition to the sum aforesaid, you will also be liable to pay:

(a) Such interests as is payable for the period commencing immediately

after this notice of the certificate/ execution proceedings.

(b) All costs, charges and expenses incurred in respect of the service of

this notice and warrants and other processes and all other proceedings

taken for recovering the amountdue.

Given under my hand and the seal of the Tribunal, on this date 24.08.2026.

Recovery Officer

DEBTS Recovery Tribunal Chandigarh, DRT-2

No.

Branch

Borrower(s)/Guarantor(s)

of property | E-auction

SARB PANCHKULA 1. M/s. Khushi Feed Mills through its

Residential House No: 19/9, measuring 572 Sq.
Yards Situated at Ward No. 9, Rattan Nagar

Date of Symbolic/Physical Possession | Bid Increase Amount

E-AUCTION SALE NOTICE
25.09.2026
11:00 Hrs. to 16:00 Hrs.

(51519) proprietor Smt. Vinita W/o Sh.

Devender Address: C/o DSP RanaKa
Poultry Farm, Gohana Road, Barah Khurd, Distt. Jind, Haryana-
126102. 2. Smt. Vinita W/o Sh. Devender, House No. 100, Near
Panchayat Ghar, Gosain Khera, Distt. Jind, Haryana-126114. 2nd Address: House N0.19/9, Ward No. 9, Rattan Nagar Colony, Julana, Distt. Jind, Haryana-126101.

THIS PUBLICATION IS ALSO 15 DAYS NOTICE UNDER RULE 8(6) OF THE SECURITY INTEREST (ENFORCEMENT) RULES 2002 TO THE ABOVE BORROWERS & GUARANTORS

(a). The Bidders should get themselves registered on https:/baanknet. com by providing requisite KYC documents and registration fee as per the practice followed by BAANKNET.COM well before the auction date. (b) .
Theintended bidder should verify the propertyin Revenue record /relevantRevenue portal to avoid any difficulty at the time of registration of property. (c) The Intendingbidder should transfer his EMD amountby means
of challan generated on his bidder account maintained with https://baanknet.com by means of NEF T/RTGS transfer from his bank account. (d) The Intending bidder should take care thatthe EMD is transferred atleast
one day before the date of auction and confirm that his walletmaintained with https://baanknet.com is reflecting the EMD amount without which the system will not allow the bidder to participate in the e-auction. (e) The
EMD of the successful bidder will be automatically transferred to the bank once the sale is confirmed by the respective Authorised Officer of the bank. (f) During e-Auction, if no bid is received within the specified time,
State Bank ofIndia atits discretion may decide to revise opening price / scrap the e-Auction process / proceed with conventional mode of tendering. (g) The Bank / service provider for e-Auction shall nothave any liability
towards bidders for any interruption or delay in access to the site irrespective of the causes. (h) The bidders are required to submit acceptance of the terms &conditions and modalities of e-Auction adopted by the service
provider, before participatingin the e-Auction. (i) The bid once submitted by the bidder, cannotbe cancelled/withdrawn and the bidder shall be bound to buy the property at the final bid price. The failure on the part ofbidder
to comply with any of the terms and conditions of e-Auction, mentioned herein will resultin forfeiture of the amount paid by the defaulting bidder. (j) Decision of the Authorized Officer regarding declaration of successful
bidder shall be final and binding on all the bidders. (k) The Authorized Officer shall be atliberty to cancel the e-Auction process /tender atany time, before declaring the successful bidder, without assigning anyreason. (1)
The bid submitted without the EMD shall be summarilyrejected. The property shall notbe sold below the reserve price. (m) The conditional bids may be treated asinvalid. Please note that after submission of the bid/s, no
correspondence regarding any change in the bid shall be entertained. (n) The EMD of the unsuccessful bidder will be refunded to their respective wallet maintained with https:/baanknet.com. The bidders will notbe
entitled to claim any interest, costs, expenses and any other charges (if any). (o) The Authorised Officer is not bound to accept the highest offer and the Authorised officer has absolute right to accept or reject any or all
offer(s) or adjourn/postpone/cancel the auction without assigning any reason thereof. The sale is sub ject to confirmation by the secured creditor. (p) In case of forfeiture of the amount deposited by the defaulting bidder,
he shall neither have claim on the property nor on any part of the sum for which mayitbe subsequently sold. (q) The successful bidder shall bear all the necessary expenses like applicable stamp duties/additional stamp
duty/transfer charges, Registration expenses, fees etc. for transfer of the property in hisher name. (r) The payment of all statutory /non- statutory dues, taxes, rates, assessments, charges, fees etc., owing to anybody
shall be the sole responsibility of successful bidder only.(s) In case ofany dispute arises as to the validity of the bid (s), amount ofbid, EMD or as to the eligibility of the bidder, authority of the person representing the bidder,
the interpretation and decision of the Authorised Officer shall be final. In such an eventuality, the Bank shall in its sole discretion be entitled to call of the sale and put the property to sale once again on any date and atsuch
time asmaybe decided by the Bank. For any kind of dispute, bidders are required to contact the concerned authorized officer of the concerned bank branch only. (t) The bidders are advised to check the relevant property
documents by visiting SAR Branch SCO-70, Sector-5, Panchkula, in case they desire so, before bidding. (u) The bidders are advised to in their own interest to satisfy themselves with the titte and correctness of other
details pertaining to the immovable secured assets including the size/area of the immovable secured assets in question. They shall independently ascertain any other dues/iabilities/encumbrances in respect of the
property from the concerned authorities to their satisfaction before submitting the bids. It would not be open for the bidder(s) whose bid is accepted by authorized officer to withdraw his bid, either on the ground of
discrepancyin size/area, defectin titte, encumbrances or any other ground whatsoever. (v) In case any dispute arises as to the validity of the bid(s), amount of bid, EMD or as to the eligibility of the bidder, authority of the
person representing the bidder, the interpretation and decision of the authorized officer shall be final. In such an eventuality, the Bank shall in its sole discretion be entitled to call off the sale and put the property to sale
once again on any date and at such time as may be decided by the bank. For any kind of dispute, bidders are required to contact the concerned bank branch only. (w) The sale certificate shall be issued after receipt of
entire sale consideration and confirmation of sale by secured creditor. The sale certificate shall be issued in the name of the successful bidder. No request for change of name in the sale certificate other than the person
who submitted the bid/participated in the e auction will be entertained. Contact no (mobile/landline) of the bidder etc to be submitted, to the Authorised officer of State Bank of India, SAR Branch, SCO-70, Panchkula,
scanned copies of the original of these documents can be submitted to e mail ID of the Authorised Officer. (x) The successful bidder is required to get the Sale Certificate registered within the timeline prescribed by
Government/Revenue Department.

Colony, Julana, vide Sale Deed No-1507, dated

27.12.2018in the name of Smt. Vinita W/o Sh. Devender. Bounded as under: East: 97”-0” Plot of Kanwar Lal, West: 97”-0” Plot of Karan Singh,
North: 55”-4”Road, South: 517-4 “Plotof CharangiLal.

Rs. 21,01,564/- Rs. 36,40,000/- 19.09.2026 | 22.09.2026 Sh. Prem K Arora
29.09.2020 Rs. 3,64,000/- 01:00 PM to |11:00 AM TO | (7088007755), Sh. Vishal
19.09.2025/Physical Rs. 20,000/- 03:00 PM 16:00 hrs. Sandhu (9915225282)

DATE: 02.09.2026

PLACE : PANCHKULA

AUTHORISED OFFICER

0SBl STATE BANK OF INDIA

Stressed Assets Management Branch, SCO- 99-107, First Floor, Sector -8C, Madhya Marg, Chandigarh-160018

E-AUCTION SALE NOTICE
25.09.2026
11:00 Hrs. to 16:00 Hrs.

PUBLIC NOTICE FOR E-AUCTION FOR SALE OF IMMOVABLE PROPERTIES ON 25.09.2026, 11:00 HRS. TO 16:00 HRS.
LAST DATE OF SUBMISSION EMD (ONLINE) EMD AMOUNTIN BIDDER’S GLOBAL EMD WALLET

TO BE DEPOSITED BY 25.09.2026 UPTO 15:50 HRS.

DESCRIPTION OF IMMOVABLE PROPERTIES

E-Auction Sale Notice for Sale ofImmovable properties under the Securitization and Reconstruction of Financial Assets and Enforcement of Security interest Act, 2002 read with provision to Rule 8 (6) of the Security Interest (Enforcement) Rules, 2002. Notice is hereby given to the publicin general andin particular to the borrowers and guarantors that the below
describedimmovable properties mortgaged/ charged to State Bank ofIndia (Secured Creditor), the symbolic possession of these properties has been taken by the Authorised Officers of State Bank of India (Secured Creditor), will be sold on “Asis whereis”, “Asis whatis”, and “Whatever thereis” basis on 25.09.2026 for recovery ofbank dues + interest (as mentioned
belowagainstthe properties) due to the State Bank of India (Secured Creditor) from belowmentioned borrowers/guarantors. The Reserve Price and EarnestMoney Deposit will be as mentioned below against the properties.
For detailed terms and conditions of the sale are mentioned below/refer to Website: https://sbi.bank.in and/or https://baanknet.com

Name of Borrower(s)/

Director(s)/Guarantor(s)/Mortgagor

Chak Sotrian, Jalalabad (W), Distt. Fazilka-152024.

DATE :03.09.2026, PLACE : CHANDIGARH

M/S JOSAN INDUSTRIES (Borrower) through its Partners 1. Sh. Harbhagwan Josan S/o Sh. Kashmir Chand, 2. Sh. Raj Kumar S/o Sh. Kashmir
Chand, 3. Sh. Surinder Kumar urf Savinder Kumar S/o Sh. Kashmir Chand, Fazilka Road, Jalalabad (West), Distt. Fazilka-152024.
Sh. Hukam Chand Josan S/o Sh. Kashmir Chand (Guarantor), Vill. Chak Sofrian, Tehsil Jalalabad (W), Distt. Fazilka-152024. Sh. Jashanpreet Josan S/o
Sh. Harbhagwan Josan (Guarantor), Vill. Chak Sofrian, Tehsil Jalalabad (W), Distt. Fazilka-152024. Sh. Surinder Kumar urf Savinder Kumar S/o Sh.

Kashmir Chand (Guarantor) Vill- Chak Sotrian, Tehsil Jalalabad (W), Distt Fazilka-152024. Smt. Usha Rani W/o Sh. Harbhagwan Josan (Guarantor), Vill

M/S JOSAN RICE MILLS (Guarantor) Through its Partner 1. Sh. Hukam Chand S/o Sh. Kashmir Chand Josan, 2. Sh. Jashanpreet Josan S/o Sh.
Harbhagwan Josan, Fazilka Road, Jalalabad (West), Distt. Fazilka-152024. Sh. Harbhagwan Josan S/o Sh. Kashmir Chand,
Sofrian, Tehsil Jalalabad (W), Distt. Fazilka-152024. Sh. Raj Kumar S/o Sh. Kashmir Chand (Guarantor), Vill Chak Sotrian, Teh. Jalalabad (W), Distt
Fazilka-152024. Sh. Raj Baksh S/o Sh. Lakshman Dass (Guarantor), Vill Chak Sofrian, Tehsil Jalalabad (W), Distt. Fazilka-152024. Sh. Jagdev Chand S/o
Sh. Lal Singh (Guarantor) Village-Chak Jandwala, Tehsil Jalalabad (W), Distt. Fazilka -152024.

JP JOSAN & ASSOCIATES (Co-Guarantor) through its Partners 1. Sh. Harbhagwan Josan S/o Sh. Kashmir Chand. 2. Sh. RajKumar S/o Sh. Kashmir
Chand. 3. Sh. Surinder Kumar urf Savinder Kumar S/o Sh. Kashmir Chand, Tiwana Road, Jalalabad (W), Distt. Fazilka -152024.

(Guarantor), Vill-Chak

Amount Qutstanding Reserve Price DEftF-" & Ti"_“F-" Date/ Time Authorised Officer
Properties ID Nos & Details of propertylies EMD of inspection of & Contact No.
Possession Date Bid Increase Amt. | of property e-Auction
Rs. 16,37,94,044/- as on 03.07.2017 +|PROPERTY ID SBIN100001239733: LOT: 1. Equitable mortgage of Mr. Satinder Jit Singh,
further interest at agreed rate & Other |One Open Plotmeasuring 00K-07M (200.00 Sq. Yards) vide Title Deed |Rs. 20.00 Lakhs ~|25:09.2026, | |, )16 No. 8146295501
expenses &other charges as applicable etc. |No. 4945 dated 14.02.2001, in the name of Sh. Hukam Chand S/o Sh R 200 Lakhs Symbolic | 11.00 Hrs and
Demand Notice: 03.07.2017 Kashmir Chand, situated atDashmesh Nagar, Near Nagpal Complex, Possession to Mr. Virender Kumar Punn,
SymbolicPossession:17.03.2018 Jalalabad (W). Re. 0.50 Lakhs 16.00 Hrs Mobile No. 88942-17020
PROPERTYID SBIN100001232844: LOT: 2. Equitable mortgage of one open plot measuring 01k-01m (635.25 S 25.09.2026 Mr. Satinder Jit Singh,
Yards) vide tile deed no. 4469 dated 28.12.2006, in the name of Sh. Jagdev Chand S/o Sh. Lal Singh & Sh. Surinder |Rs. 34.00 Lakhs . g ’| Mobile No. 8146295501
Kumar urf Savinder Kumar S/o Sh. Kashmir Chand, situated atModel Town, Near D.A.V. College, Jalalabad (W). Rs. 3.40 Lakhs Symbol_|c 11.00 Hrs and
Rs. 0.50 Lakhs Possession 16 OtgH Mr. Virender Kumar Punn,
" . 'S | Mobile No. 88942-17020
PROPERTY ID SBIN100001231409: LOT: 3. Equitable mortgage of one Open Plot measuring 01K-00M (622.22 25.09.2026 Mr. Satinder Jit Singh,
Sq. Yards) vide Title Deed No. 4944 dated 14.02.2001, in the name of Sh. Harbhagwan S/o Sh. Kashmir Chand, |Rs- 59.00 Lakhs . P ’| Mobile No. 8146295501
situated atDashmesh Nagar, Near Nagpal Complex, Jalalabad (W). Rs. 5.90 Lakhs Symbol_|c 11.00 Hrs and
Rs. 0.50 Lakhs Possession 16 Ot:H Mr. Virender Kumar Punn,
" . 'S | Mobile No. 88942-17020

Note: AUCTION IS OPEN FOR ALL EMPANELLED RESOLUTION AGENTS OF SBI

AUTHORISED

THIS PUBLICATION IS ALSO 15/30 DAYS NOTICE UNDER RULE 8(6) OF THE SECURITY INTEREST (ENFORCEMENT) RULES 2002 TO THE ABOVE BORROWERS & GUARANTORS

In terms of provisions of SARFAESI Act 2002, itis now proposed to sell the immovable properties through public e-auction to be held on 25.09.2026 at 11.00 Hrs. to 16.00 Hrs. through https://baanknet.com,
FOR DETAILED TERM AND CONDITIONS OF THE SALE, please refer to the websites: https://sbi.bank.in and/or https://baanknet.com

OFFICER, STATE BANK OF INDIA

epaper.indianexpress.com .. .

.. . Chandigarh
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In The Court Of Ms.
Prabhjot Kaur Sandhu
Judicial Magistrate 1st

Class Ludhiana
CNR NO: PBLD03-043875-2024
Peshi: 05-10-2026
COMA/41551/2024

publication notice for proclamation
under section 82 CR.PC

Cholamandlam
Investment & Finance
Company Ltd
Vs

Usha Devi
complaint R/w sec- 138 of N.I
ACT

Notice To: Usha Devi 0
near jagan ITI college
moti jheel, kumer road
near deepa pump kanjoli
moti jheel bharatpur
rajasthan pin code:
321001 ph 8107690132

Whereas it has been proved to
the satisfaction of the court that
you, the accused above named
cannot be served in the ordinary
way of service. Hence, this
proclamation under section 82
CRPC is hereby issued against
you with a direction that you
should appear personally before
the court on 05-10-2026 at 10.00
a.m or within 30 days from the
date of publication of this
proclamation.

Take notice that, in default of your
part to appear as directed above,
the above said case will be heard
and determined as per law, in
your absence. Given under my

riminal Courts, Luchiana

In The Court Of Ms.
Prabhjot kaur sandhu
Judicial Magistrate 1st Class
Ludhiana
CNR NO: PBLD03-043859-2024
Peshi: 05-10-2026
COMA/41550/2024
publication notice for proclamation
under section 82 CR.PC
Cholamandlam Investment
& Finance Company Ltd
Vs.

Winlife Remedies
complaint R/w sec- 138 of N.I
ACT
Notice To: winlife remedies
prop/partner ram niwas 3v 44
bhagatasani housing board
kudi jodhpur rajasthan pin
code: 342005 ph.
9460459035,
WINLIFEREMEDIES29@Gm
ail. Com
also at winlife remedies plot
no. 44 block 3V ground floor,
central academy road kudi
housing board jodhpur,
rajasthan pin code: 342005
Whereas it has been proved to the
satisfaction of the court that you, the
accused above named cannot be
served in the ordinary way of
service. Hence, this proclamation
under section 82 CRPC is hereby
issued against you with a direction
that you should appear personally
before the court on 05-10-2026 at
10.00 a.m or within 30 days from the
date of publication of this
proclamation.

Take notice that, in default of your
part to appear as directed above, the
above said case will be heard and
determined as per law, in your
absence. Given under my hand and

riminal Courts, Ludhiana

Consumer commission orders attachment of
Sushma Chandigarh Grande for recovery of dues

Commission acts on execution plea by buyer who paid

Rs 90 lakh for 1,885-sq-ft flat but didn't get possession; directs
Mohali DC torecover dues as arrears of land revenue & appoint
receiver; bars builder from creating third party interest

Jagpreet Singh Sandhu
Chandigarh, September 2

THE CHANDIGARH State
Consumer Disputes Redressal
Commission has directed the
Deputy Commissioner-cum-
Collector, Mohali, to attach the
entire Sushma Chandigarh
Grande project on the Chandi-
garh-Ambala Highway in Zi-
rakpur and appoint a receiver
torecover the decretal amount
from Sushma Buildtech Li-
mited and its directors.

The direction was issued by
the Commission on August 31,
2026, after noting that no com-
pliance had been made with its
earlier order and that none of
the judgment debtors’ repre-

sentatives had appeared de-
spite being served.

The Commission conse-
quently proceeded against
them ex parte.

The execution application
was filed by decree holder
Munisha Sharma through her
counsel, advocate Arihant
Goel, following an order
passed by the Commission on
September 20, 2024.

In that order, the Commis-
sion had directed Sushma
Buildtech Limited, its Manag-
ing Director Binder Pal Mittal
and directors Pardeep Kumar
and Bharat Mittal to hand over
actual physical possession of
the residential unit to the com-
plainants.

GOVERNMENT OF HARYANA

The couple had ap-
proached the Commission
over their 1,885-square-foot
unit in Sushma Chandigarh
Grande, Zirakpur.

They had stated that they
had paid Rs 90 lakh towards
the total sale consideration of
Rs 1.01 crore but had not been
given possession within the
stipulated period.

The Commission had di-
rected the opposite parties to
“deliver actual physical pos-
session of the unitin question,
to the complainants complete
in all respects™.

It had also ordered pay-
ment of interest at 9 per cent
per annum on the amount de-
posited by the complainants

from July 1, 2020, to Septem-
ber 20, 2024. For the period
thereafter, it directed payment
of 9 per cent interest on the Rs
90 lakh deposited by the
couple from September 21,
2024, until actual delivery of
possession.

The Commission had addi-
tionally awarded Rs1.51akh as
compensation for mental
agony and harassment and Rs
50,000 towards litigation
costs.

In the latest execution pro-
ceedings, the Commission
noted that counsel for the de-
cree holder had sought per-
mission to file a fresh calcula-
tion sheet and directed that it
be submitted on the next date
of hearing.

Meanwhile, the Deputy
Commissioner-cum-Collector,
Mohali, has been directed to
attach the entire project situ-
ated at Sushma Chandigarh
Grande, Chandigarh-Ambala
Highway, Zirakpur, SAS Nagar,

Punjab, and appoint areceiver

TENDER NOTICE

PUBLIC WORKS DEPARTMENT

e-Procurement Notice

GOVERNMENT OF HARYANA

hand and the seal of the court. the seal of the court. this for details - FANIT 3P AR o i EIPEN PN AMENIT ¢ WENSITE NODAL FVICEN
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HIMACHAL PRADESH

TENDER NOTICE B& 3

HIMACHAL PRADESH

JAL SHAKTIDEPARTMENT
SHORT NOTICE INVITING TENDERS

The Executive Engineer Jal Shakti Division Rajgarh invites following offline tenders on behalf of Governor of Himachal Pradesh from eligible
Contractors for the following work through offline process: -

N |

S. | Description.

E/Cost

Cost of
From

E/Money Time

1 | Restoration of Rain Damage under PDNA Damaged scheme Sr. No. 8012 499569/-
LWSS Karganoo 07/10/2023 at location 30 53 46 N 77 13 03 E under Jal
Shakti Sub Division Rajgarh in Tehsil Rajgarh Distt. SIrmour (SH:- Cutting in
erath work to reach at the site of Dug Well (Tabular Intake) for Submercible

Pump 1 HP in River Bed LWSS Ganyar Gadhasar)

10000/- 6 Months 350/-

2 | GWSS Kanoga in GP Ser Jagas in Tehsil Rajgarh Distt. Sirmour (SH:- Providing 361273/-

and Laying Gl pipes 15mm dia (Under PDNA)

3 | Restoration of Rain Damage under PDNA Damaged scheme Sr. No. 8022 326601/-
GWSS Fagu 07-12-2023 at location 30 52 59 N 77 19 55 E under Jal SHakti
Sub Divison Chandol (SH:- Providing Laying, Jointing and Testing of Gl pipes

in distribution system for GSSS Fagu) Part-2

7250/- 1 Months 350/-

6550/- 6 Months 350/-

4 | Restoration of Rain Damage under PDNA Damaged Scheme Sr. No. 8025 416888/-
GWSS Khaltu Dated 07-12-2023 at location 30 52 49 N 77 15 19 E under Jal
SHakti Sub Division Rajgarh in Tehsil Rajgarh Distt. Sirmour (SH:- C/O RCC
intake intake chamber at source of Khaltu and Providing at source of Khaltu
and Proviing, Laying and Jointing and Testing of Gl pipes in distribution

system and main line in GWSS Khaltu) Part 2

8350/- 6 Months 350/-

5 | R/M of LWSS Koti Mawga in GP Bhanat in Tehsil Rajgarh Distt. Sirmour (SH:- 300000/-
Replacement of existing motor 30 HP of Jyoti make aliied accssores coupled

with set No. 2 of Main stage)

6000/- 1 Months 350/-

6 | Restoratio of Rain Damage under PDNA scheme Sr. No. 8096 LWSS Dimber 220194/-
07/18/2023 at location 30 47 27 N 77 17 21 E under Jal Shakti Sub Division
Rajgarh Tehsil Rajgarh Distt. Slrmour (HP) (Sh:- C/O PCC Protection wall to

protect the pump house at 2™ stage ) Part 2

4400/- 6 Months 350/-

7 | Restoration of Rain Damage under PDNA Damaged Scheme Sr. No. 8073 436407/-

from Kuria to Damiyo) Part 2

GWSS Kuria Karang dated 07/23/2023 at location 30 49 16 N 77 20 55 E
under Jal SHakti Sub Division Rajgarh Distt. Sirmour (SH:- Construction of
RCC intake chamber 1 No at source of GWSS Kuria Karang and Providing,
Laying, Jointing and Testing of GI pipes in distribution system and main line

8750/- 6 Months 350/-

Rehdigusan)

8 | Restoratio of Rain Damage under PDNA scheme Sr. No. 8098 LWSS Dimber
Rehdigussan dated 07-13-2023 at lacation 30 46 57 N 77 17 38 E under Jal
Shakti Sub Division Rajgarh in Tehsil Rajgarh Distt. Sirmour (SH:- C/O RCC
intake chamber 1 No. at source of GWSS Rehdigussan and Providing, Laying,
Jointing and testing of Gl pipes in distribution system Dimber and

414989/-

8300/- 6 Months 350/-

Bhat Ka Sayana)

9 | RRD under PDNA Damaged scheme Sr. No. 8058 LWSS Bhat Ka Sayana 07-
15-2023 at location 30 50 24 N 77 19 20 E under Jal Shakti Sub Division
Rajgarh Tehsil Rajgarh Distt. Slrmour (SH:- Replacement of ASPEE pump of
10 HP and Replacement of induction motor of 10 HP at main stage of LWSS

450000/-

9000/- 6 Months 350/-

10 | RRD under PDNA Damaged Scheme Sr. No. 801 GWSS Kanogta dated
07/12/2023 at location 3 53 03 N 77 16 03 E under Jal SHakti Sub Division
Rajgarh in Tehsil Rajgarh Distt. SIrmour (SH:- Providing Laying Jointing and
Testing of Gl pipe in distribution system in GWSS Kanogta) Part 2

231356/-

4650/- 6 Months 350/-

11 | RRD under PDNA Damaged Scheme Sr. No. 592 LWSS Dinger Kinner at
location 30 42 59 N 77 17 23 E in Tehsil PAcchad Dlstt. Sirmour (SH:- Repair
| of pump house cum attendant qtr 2™ stage)

209404/-

4200/- 3 Months 350/-

12 | RRD of LWSS Bani Bakholi in Tehsil Pacchad Distt. Sirmour (SH:- Providing
| L/J/T of GMs pipe 15 mm dia from Tee Point to village Kharoti (Under PDNA)

196194/-

3930/- 3 Months 350/-

13 | RRD under PDNA Damaged Schme e Sr. No. 592 LWSS Dinger Kinner at
location 30 42 56 N 77 17 23 E in Tehsil Pacchad Distt. Sirmour (SH:- Repair
of pump house cum attendant Qtr 1% stage)

198383/-

3970/- 3 Months 350/-

Beldar/Keyman for Five Months)

14 | R/M of LWSS Pajerli Mandech under Jal SHakti Sub Division Narag inTehsil
Pacchad Distt. Slrmour (SH:- Deployment of field staff 03 No P.O & 2 No.

453970/-

9100/- 5 Month 350/-

distribution system of LWSS Kulath)

15 | RRD under PNA Damaged Scheme Sr. No. 8040 LWSS Kulath 07-15-2023 at
location 30 15 25 N 77 18 46 E under Jal Shakti Sub Division Chandol in
Tehsil Rajgarh Dlstt. Slrmour (SH:- Providing Laying Jointing of Gl pipes

499951/-

10000/- 6 Months 350/-

House single room)

16 | RRD to LWSS Bagahan in thesl PAcchad Distt. Sirmour (HP) (C/O Pump

453149/-

9070/- 3 Months 350/-

representatives if any.

No. 3106/2026-2027/HP

The z;f)plication for purchase of tender documents shall be entertained up to 4.00 PM dated 08-09-2026, non-refundable, in cash or by money
order as per cost shown above. The tenders shall be received in the office of the Executive Engineer, Jal Shakti Division, Rajagrh up to 2.00
PM dated 09-09-2026 and shall be opened on the same day at 3.00. PM in the presence of intending contractors or their authorized

Executive Engineer,
Jal Shakti Division, Rajgarh

WEBSITE
NAME OF OPENING AMOUNT / NODAL OFFICER/
INVITATION FOR BIDS (IFB oy BOARD/CORP./ NAME OF WORK DATE CLOSING | EMD (APPROX.) OF THE CONTACT
) ) o b ) ( ) o o vos AUTH NOTICE TENDER DATE (TIME) IN RUPEES BOARD/CORP/ DETAILS/EMAIL
The Executive Engineer, , Division Kasumpti HPPWD, Shimla-3, H.P on behalf of Governor of H.P invites the Percentage rate bids, in AUTH
electronic tendering system from the eligible class of contractors registered with HPPWD for the works as detailed in the table.
Sr. Name of Work Estimated Form | Starting date for | Earnest = Deadline for Time MUNICIPAL REJUVENATION OF LEHRARA CLOSING 01302260100
No. Cost. Cost downloading Money | submission | Allowed 1 CORPORATION | POND NEAR DADA MOHAN DAS + DATE 1,96,28,308/- | https:/fetenders.hry.nic.in .
. . xenhortmes @gmail.com
Bid of Bid SONIPAT 3 WORKS 08.09.2026
1 | A/R & M/O various Type-I & Type-VI GAD Residential at 419040 350 03-09-2026 8500 11-09-2026 | 30 days
Kasumpti, Shimla-9. (SH: Repair of roof in Out house No. 1 and . T
2 and Type-III H Block under Kasumpti Section.) FOR FURTHER INFORMATION KINDLY VISIT : www.haryanaeprocurement.gov.in or www.etenders.hry.nic.in No- 48853/HRY
2 | Annual repair & maintenance of Sanjulli Dhalli BVye pass road 1693314/- 500/- 03-09-2026 33900 11-09-2026 | 30 days
km. 0/00 to 3/750 (SH:- Filling pot holes/patch work in various
RDs (Excluding GST)
3 |Restoration of Rain Damages on various rods under Baldeyan 422877/- 350/- 03-09-2026 8500 11-09-2026 | 30 days PRESS NOTICE
section (SH:- Removal of slips/road side drain Muck between HIMACHAL PRADESH
RD. & Various roads(i) Baldiyan to Dharmpur road s in km.
0/00 to 10/00 (ii) Nauti Thaila roads in km. 0/00 to 7/300 (i) PUBLIC WORKS DEPARTMENT
4 | A/R & M/O on Chhalanda link rod km. 0/00 to 4/800 (SH;- 291610/- 350/- 03-09-2026 5900/- 11-09-2026 | 30 days The Executive Engineer, Jawali Division HPPWD, Jawali -176023 on behalf the Governor of Himachal Pradesh invites e-tenders on percentage basis,
Constrctuion of R/’wall between RD. 0/405 to 0/413). from approved and eligible contractors registered with HPPWD for the following work.
5 [A/R & M/O on ChhaLNDA LINK ROAD KM. 0/00 TO 4/800 255507 350/- 03-09-2026 5100 11-09-2026 | 30 days S.No | Division |Name of Work Estimated Earnest Time allowed for|  Cost of Class of || Location/ Office | Date and time of
(Sh;- Construction of R/wall between RD. 0/413 to 0/ 420). cost (Rs.) money (Rs) completion documents contractor / where opening of
(Months). (Rs) Firms e-tenders will be Tenders
6 | A/R & M/O on Channelisation of Drain of Health Colony 203800/- 350/- 03-09-2026 4100/- 11-09-2026 | 30 days opened
parrimahal (SH:- Construction of RCC Drain for Channelisation 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 3 9 10
of water of Health colony under Parimahal section)(Excluding - - - - - - - —
GST) 1 Jawali Repal_r of Tpllet at Police Station JawallA Tehsil | 1,74,742/- 3500/- Two Months 350/- Class-D & C | Jawali Dlvlslog 17.09.2026
Jawall' Dlstnct Kangra_ (HP) (Updcr Deposit). (SH: HPPWD Jawali
7 | A/R & M/O to various type-I & Type-VI Qtrs of Health 290430/~ | 350 03-09-2026 6000/~ | 11-09-2026 | 30 days - Addition and Alteration of Toilet)
Department at Parimahal kasumpti Shimla-9 (SH;- Repair work 2 Jawali | Repair and maintenance of Judicial court complex | 9,97.206/- 20000/- Three Months 350/- Class-D & C | Jawali Division 17.09.2026
in toilet, bathroom kitchen, providing and fixing cuphbaord, at Jawali (H.P) (SH:- Construction of Boundary HPPWD Jawali
. . . X - wall)
white washing/Distempering etc in Driver Qtrs Below type-VI
DGS Residence under Parimahal section)(Excluding GST). | 3 Jawali Restoration of Rain Damages on link road fron| 2,81,311/- 5700/- Two Months 350/- Class-D & C || Jawali Division 17.09.2026
| | Bhanei to Maira via Kut and Bhol Km. 0/0 to HPPWD Jawali
The bidders are advised to note other details of tenders from the department website www.hptender.gov.in. 1/800. (SH:- Construction of wire crate work at
. . . . .. . .. RD. 0/620 to 0/640 and providing and laying
The executive Engineer reserves the right to accept/reject any tender/application or all tenders without assigning any reason. Cement Concrete Pavement at RD. 0/610 to
No. 3118/2026-2027/HP 0/645).

Tender documents, other instructions and terms and conditions can be downloaded or viewed on line from the portal https://hptendershp.gov.in by the
firms/individual registered on the website which is free of cost.
2. As the bids are to be submitted online are required to be encrypted and digitally signed.

3. Key Dates:-
1. Date of online publication 08.09.2026 at 5.00 PM
2 Downloading of e-tender document From 08.09.2026 at 5.00 PM
up to 16.09.2026 at 5.00 PM
3 Date of submission of e-tendering From 08.09.2026 at 5.00 PM
up to 16.09.2026 at 5.00 PM
4 Date of technical bid opening, evaluation of technical bid followed by financial bid 17.09.2026 at 11.30 AM

No. 3120/2026-2027/HP

HIM SUCHANA AVAM JAN SAMPARK.

Sd/-

Executive Engineer,

Jawali Division, HP, PWD,

Jawali -176023

Telephone No 01893264186

e-mail ee-jaw-hp@nic.in

For on behalf of Government of H.P.

HESIDC

THE HIMACHAL PRADESH

STATE INDUSTRIAL DEVELOPMENT CORPORATION LTD
Regd. OMice:-New Himrus Building, Circular Road, Shimla-17 1001{H.P)
Tel No, 0177-2621426/2624751 e-mail: side-hpianic.an Visit us at: www hpside.org

NOTICE INVITING TENDERS (NIT)

The Executive Engimneer, HPSIDC Lid. Shimla on behalf of Managing Director, HPSIDC Lid Shimla, hereby invites
onhine lem rate bids through electronic tendering system for the following works from eligible and approved
contracions registered i the appropriate class with HPPWD, CPWD, Jal Shakti Vibhag, HIMUDA and other

Crovernment agencies or argantzations, subject 1o the schedules, terms, and conditions mentioned below
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Schedule, terms and conditions:

Date and time for document downlead & sabmission of

' Date & time of opening online Technical Hids.

bidks Freem the e-procurcment portal.
Frwm LI
5092006 1]00AM | B0 2006 O

b

website hitps:)  hplendérs pov.in

Ll

be enterained under any circumsiances.
For other conditions refer o Agreement PDF

-

tendering without assigning any reason thereio

No, 0848 2026-2027HP

500 M

15 0K

Hilh

I Lk AM

« Comgendum, if any, will be published on website only hitps)! hplenden.govan/ www hpside. org.
The beds shoubd be submiutted online on website hiips2) hptenders.gov.in . Bidders should get registencd themselves on

« M0 request or claim for price escalation or vanation in raies on sccount of flucieations in the cost of labor, maderials
{steel, cement, chemicals, eic.) extension of time limit, equipment, foel, power, transport, or any statutory levies shall

2. The Executive Engincer’'competent authority réseérve the right o accept or reject any of all the bids or withdrawn from

Executive Engineer
HPSIDC Lid. Shimls
for and oo behalf of
the Managing Director,

epaper.indianexpress.com .. .

for recovery of the decretal
amount.

The Deputy Commissioner
has also been directed to sub-
mit a compliance report tothe
Commission on or before the
next hearing.

The Commission directed
that the decretal amount “be
treated as arrear of land rev-
enue and be recovered from
the judgment debtors™.

Thejudgment debtors have
also been restrained from cre-
ating any third-party interest
in the property in dispute.

The order, however, clari-
fied that if the complainants
had taken a housingloan from
a bank or financial institution
to pay for the property, the
lender would have the first
charge on the amount re-
covered, to the extent of the
outstanding amount due from
the complainants as on the
date of the order.

The matter has been listed
for further proceedings on
September 14, 2026.

| tional compensation.

HC quashes
GMADAS
compensation
demand from
Sector 83 plot
allottees

Mohali: The Punjab and Ha-
ryana High Court has quashed
the Greater Mohali Area Devel-
opment Authority’s (GMADA)
demand for additional com-
pensation from residential plot
allottees of the Sector 83 Alpha,
IT City scheme in Mohali, hold-
ing that the authority had viol-
ated the principles of natural
justice.

A Division Bench of Justice
Jasgurpreet Singh Puri and
Justice Pravindra Singh Chau-
han observed that GMADA had
raised the demand without is-
suing notices to the allottees or
giving them an opportunity to
present their case.

The court also noted that
the authority had not provided
the allottees with details of the
basis or calculation of the addi-
ENS

Prabhsimran’s 125
powers Jalandhar
Warriors to 8-wicket win

Jalandhar Warriors captain Prabhsimran Singh celebrates his
century against Amritsar Soormas in the Sher-E-Punjab 720
League. EXPRESS

Express News Service
Mohali, September 2

AN ATTACKING unbeaten
century by IPL star and Jaland-
har Warriors captain Prabhsim-
ran Singh (125 not out) powered
his side to an eight-wicket win
over Amritsar Soormas in the
Sher-e-Punjab T20 League,
being organised by the Punjab
Cricket Association at the IS
Bindra PCA International Sta-
dium, on Tuesday night.

Warriors won the toss and
opted to bowl. Soormas lost
opener Sahaj Dhawan for twoin
the second over before skipper
Abhishek Sharma and Naman
Dhir added 151 runs off 71 balls
for the second wicket.

Dhir continued the assault
and completed his century be-
fore being dismissed for 117 off
S6Dballsinthe16th over. He was
caught by Harjas Singh Tandon
off Sukhdeep Bajwa. Dhir hit
seven boundaries and 10 sixes
during his knock.

Soormas finished with 264
for five in 20 overs. Gurvinder
Singh Bhullar was the pick of
the Warriors’ bowlers, taking
two wickets for 57 runs.

Chasing 265, Warriors made
abrisk start, with Prabhsimran
and Vishwanath Singh adding
64 runs for the first wicket.
Vishwanath was dismissed for

In The Court Of Ms.
Prabhjot Kaur Sandhu
Judicial Magistrate 1st

Class Ludhiana
CNR NO: PBLD03-043859-2024

Peshi: 05-10-2026
COMA/41559/2024
publication notice for proclamation
under section 82 CR.PC
Cholamandlam Investment
& Finance Company Ltd
Vs.
Muskan Joshi

complaint R/w sec- 138 of N.I
ACT

Notice To: Muskan Joshi
173 Pareek Dairy Wali Gali
Manikya Nagar Near Shiv
Temple Bhilwara Rajasthan
Pincode: 311001 Ph
9789830209
MUSKANJOSHIS800@GMAI
L.COM

Also At Esospace Internal
Rd Bengaluru, Rajasthan
Pin Code : 560103

Whereas it has been proved to the
satisfaction of the court that you, the
accused above named cannot be
served in the ordinary way of
service. Hence, this proclamation
under section 82 CRPC is hereby
issued against you with a direction
that you should appear personally
before the court on 05-10-2026 at
10.00 a.m or within 30 days from the
date of publication of this
proclamation.

Take notice that, in default of your
part to appear as directed above, the
above said case will be heard and
determined as per law, in your
absence. Given under my hand and
the seal of the court. this for details
login to:
https://highcourtchd.gov.in/?trs=di
strict_notice&district=ludhiana
Judicial Magistrate- 1st Class

riminal Courts, Ludhiana |

Ludhiana

31 off 12 balls, caught by Akash
Pandey off Jaipartap Singh
Johal.

Prabhsimran and Harjas
Singh Tandon then added 109
runs off 43 balls for the second
wicket. Tandon scored 42 off 21
balls, including four bound-
aries and three sixes, before
being caught by Abhay Chaud-
hary off Shubham Rana.

With 92 runs needed from
nine overs, Prabhsimran and
Aanmpl Malhotra took the
Warriors home in 16.5 overs.

Prabhsimran remained un-
beaten on 125 off 47 balls, with
14 boundaries and eight sixes,
while Malhotra finished un-
beaten on 53 off 23 balls, hitting
three boundaries and five sixes.

Lions beat Kings

In the first match on Wed-
nesday, Ludhiana Lions regis-
tered a seven-wicket win over
Mohali Kings.

Batting first, Kings were
bowled out for101in 17.2 overs,
with Sohraab Dhaliwal top-
scoring with 33. Sahil Bhaskar
was the pick of the Lions’
bowlers, taking three wickets
for14 runs.

Lions chased down the tar-
get in 8.3 overs for the loss of
three wickets. Kartik Sharma
scored 42, while Sahil Arora re-
mained unbeaten on 35.

Gold for Mohali's
16-year-old
Sehajpreet Kaur,
shooter on way
to Nationals

Express News Service
Mohali, September 2

16-YEAR-old Mohali shooter
Sehajpreet Kaur won the
women’s 50 m free pistol title at
the North Zone Shooting
Championship being held at
the Trishul Shooting Range in
Dehradun, Uttarakhand, on
Wednesday. Kaur scored 265 to
clinch the gold medal and also
qualify for the Shooting Na-
tionals to be held later this year.

Kaur had initially taken up
athletics, competing in javelin
throw, shot put and discus
under coaches Malkit Singh
and Swaran Singh. She later
switched to shooting on her
father Darshan Singh’s advice
and has since made rapid prog-
ress in the sport.

Her parents, Darshan Singh
and Kuljinder Kaur, have sup-
ported her sporting ambitions.

“Initially, I started with ath-
letics, with my main focus on
javelin throw, along with shot
put and discus. But as I could
notimprove my marks further,
my father advised me toshift to
shooting,” Kaur said.

. Chandigarh
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Al CLIPS TO MEMES

In Punjab, how Congress vs AAP VS

BJP battle flares on social media

Social media battle between contenders
hits anew low ahead of 2027 elections

Kanchan Vasdev
Chandigarh, September 2

FROMDIGITALLY dressingup
a turbaned Sikh politician in
an off-shoulder woman outfit
to showing a chief minister
being slapped inside a class-
room, the social media battle
between political rivals in Pun-
jab seems to have hita newlow
in the run-up to the Assembly
polls due in February 2027.

With the parties increas-
ingly using Al-generated vi-
deos, memes and images to at-
tack their opponents, thelines
between political satire and
personal attacks appear to be
getting blurred.

This has recently led to a

court intervening in a case in-
volving Congress MLA
Sukhpal Singh Khaira.

In a video circulated on
Facebook by a handle called
“ChardaPunjab” and on Insta-
gram by “Charda_apunjab”,
Khaira’s face, beard and tur-
baned Sikh appearance were
allegedly superimposed on an
artificially generated body of a
woman.

“Parties must refrain from
putting up such posts as it
takes the political discourse
too low. Even while dealing
with opponents, a certain de-
gree of standard and grace
must be maintained. I moved
court asIfeltstrongly aboutit,”
Khaira told The Indian Ex-

PUNJAB’S DRUG CENSUS

Survey covers
99.56% of its target,
over 7 lakh entries
flagged by Al

Kanchan Vasdev
Chandigarh, September 2

THE PUNJAB government
has covered 55.36 lakh
families in the state’s first
Drug and Socio-Economic
Census against a target of 55.61
lakh. While the exercise
reached 99.56 per cent of its
target by August 30, nearly
3.49 lakh families did not re-
spond to the census.

Asper the data compiled by
the government, the Al based
quality control system initially
flagged nearly 7.24 lakh of the
51.881akh surveys taken up for
quality checks. While 44.63
lakh surveys were accepted by
the AI system, 7.24 lakh, or
13.96 per cent, were marked “Al
rejected” and sent for manual
quality control.

“The manual scrutiny has
since cleared majority of these
cases. Of the 7.24 lakh entries
eligible for manual QC, 7.23
lakh had been processed, with
6.77 lakh ultimately accepted,
includingthose accepted after
editing. Only 19,432 surveys (
0.37 per cent of the surveys eli-
gible for QC) remained classi-
fied as rejected after manual
scrutiny,” a source told The In-
dian Express.

While the field exercise has
been virtually completed,
3,48,692 cases were recorded
separately as “non respondent
and denied survey”. “These
respondents were not forth-
coming,” said the source ad-
ding that of the 55.36 lakh
families covered, 51.88 lakh
families have been enumer-
ated. District-wise, Amritsar
exceeded its assigned target,
recording 4,80,030 surveys
against a target of 4,75,079, or
101.04 per cent. Mansa, Tarn
Taran, Sangrur and Firozpur
also crossed 100 per cent,
while Fazilka, Moga and Pa-
thankot exactly reached their
targets.

Faridkot had the lowest
coverage at 95.32 per cent, fol-
lowed by SAS Nagar at 98.04
per cent, Rupnagar at 98.13 per
centand Ludhiana at 98.15 per
cent. Ludhiana, however, had
the largest numerical gap,
with 6,46,634 surveys against
atarget of 6,58,844, a shortfall
0f12,210.

The survey, launched in
April with government em-
ployees deployed across the
state, was designed to go
beyond identifying drug users.
The government had said the
exercise was intended to estab-
lish the extent of drug abuse,
identify substances beingused
and understand the age, edu-
cation, income and socio-
economic circumstances of af-
fected people and their
families. The data was also in-
tended to help frame rehabili-
tation and treatment policies.
As many as 28,000 govern-

mentemployees were asked to
volunteer for the survey.

The drug-specific section
asked whether any family
member suffered from sub-
stance dependence, the dur-
ation of addiction, whether the
person had sought treatment,
whether they had visited a de-
addiction facility and the dis-
tance to the nearest rehabilita-
tion centre. Enumerators also
recorded perceptions about
the drug situation in the local-
ity and the government’s anti-
drug campaign.

The questionnaire covered
household composition and
living conditions, education,
employment and monthly in-
come, land ownership, loans
and migration, including
whether family members had
gone abroad for work or
studies. It also sought in-
formation on caste and sub-
caste and whether members of
a household had faced dis-
crimination while accessing
public services such as
schools, healthcare facilities,
places of worship and water
sources.

The bandwidth of the
questionnaire had prompted
Opposition to raise questions,
alleging that the extensive
data collection was aimed at
building a database ahead of
the 2027 Punjab Assembly
elections. Opposition leaders
had stated that questions were
related to people’s assessment
of government performance,
way beyond adrugcensus and
could provide the ruling Aam
Aadmi Party with socio-econ-
omic and public sentiment
data ahead of the polls.

The government willnowbe
collatingand analysingthe data
to formulate policies and
schemes. A committee headed
by Chief Secretary KAP Sinha
has been constituted, “A com-
mittee of department of plan-
ninghasbeen constituted under
ChiefSecretary KAPSinha, hav-
ing secretaries from all con-
cerned departments for formu-
lating new schemes for different
strata after the data is collated,”
a government source said.

Once the data is collated,
the government will examine
how widespread drug abuse
was across Punjab, what sub-
stances were being used and
what patterns of dependence
emerged. It will also analyse
whether women had become
part of the drug menace,
where drugs were being sold
and which areas emerged as
hotspots. “The socio-econ-
omic data will be analysed
alongside the drug-related in-
formation to identify patterns
among affected households,
including their caste and sub-
caste, education, employ-
ment, income, landholding,
indebtedness and migration,”
said a source.

a1

Sukhpal Singh Khaira

press.

After this video went viral,
Khaira approached the Chan-
digarh District Court, seeking
protection of his reputation,
dignity and personality rights,
besides damages.

While granting ad-interim
relief, the court observed that
the content appeared to be de-

famatory, objectionable and
Al-generated, and that its con-
tinued circulation could cause
irreparable injury. It also di-
rected Meta to take down the
post and disable access within
72 hours.

BJPjoinsin

Barely weeks later, how-
ever, the social media battle
appeared to have descended
another notch. Last week, the
Punjab BJP’s official social
media handle shared an Al-
generated video in which
Chief Minister Bhagwant
Mann was shown being
slapped inside a classroom.

The videowasbuilt around
a controversy over alleged
spelling mistakes in educa-
tional material. It showed a
student writing incorrect spell-
ings in a notebook, with CM
Mann, AAP national convenor

Arvind Kejriwal and Education
Minister Harjot Singh Bains
appearing in the classroom.
Mann was then shown being
slapped.

The BJP later deleted the
video after it drew criticism.
Punjab BJP president Kewal
Singh Dhillon sought to dis-
tance himself from the post,
saying he had not seen the
video and did not want the CM
to be insulted.

Social activist Tehseen
Poonawalla wrote on X: “This
ad is astonishingly arrogant &
stupid! Showing a Chief Min-
ister, actually any human
being slapped is not a political
argument.”

He added that reducing
campaigning to “playground
violence” amounted to losing
the political debate, describing
thevideo as “childishness with
the Lotus symbol”.

AAP, BJPspar

The AAP and the BJP subse-
quently traded charges over the
use of Al-generated content.

AAP spokesperson Bikram-
jit Passey demanded an
apology from the BJP. “They
should be ashamed that they
are posting such videos. The
BJP has always spread hatred
and should apologise. They are
slappingamaninaturbanand
that too someone occupies a
constitutional post,” he said.

BJP spokesperson Pritpal
Singh Baliewal, however, said
the party would not apologise.
“If we open AAP’s social media
pages, you will see many Pun-
jab’s Sikh leaders being mocked
at with Al videos. How will the
AAP respond to this? In our
video, did we mention any-
where that it was Mann? We
will not apologise,” he said.

Farmers under the banner of the Samyukta Kisan Morcha gather near a tented 'pandal’ at the Chandigarh-Mohali border during their
ongoing week-long protest, in Chandigarh, Wednesday. pri

HC halts Punjab’s Malwa Canal land
acquisition over pending report

Raakhi Jagga
Patiala, September 2

THE PUNJAB government’s
much-hyped Malwa Canal pro-
ject, involving the construction
of a149-km canal, has hitaroad-
block with the Punjab and Ha-
ryana High Court haltingallland
acquisition proceedings until
the environmentimpact assess-
ment (EIA) report is finalised.

In its August 25 order, a divi-
sion bench of Justices Jasgurp-
reet Singh Puri and Pravindra
Singh Chauhan said that neither
the petitioners nor similarly
placedlandowners could be dis-
possessed of their land, and no
award could be passed in rela-
tion to the Malwa Canal until the
EIA report is complete.

The case involves 273 land-
owners from Muktsar, Faridkot,
and Ferozepur districts who
challenged the land acquisition
proceedings initiated for the
Malwa Canal construction.

The matter first came up for
hearing on August 17 after

farmer Jasdev Singh Sidhu filed
a petition. The case was subse-
quently taken up on August 25
and decided along with three
other writ petitions challenging
the same land acquisition pro-
ceedings.

During the proceedings, the
bench asked the state about the
purity ofthe water tobe released
inthe canal. “The State of Punjab
had filed a short affidavit in
court, but failed to clarify
whetherthe watertobe released
in the Malwa Canal would be fit
for human consumption or
not?” the bench said. “The State
of Punjab or the officials present
in Court could not reply to the
said question and merely said
that the Environment Impact
Assessment report was not final-
ised yet.” The landowners’ case
wasrepresented by senior advo-
cates Inder Pal Singh Doabia,
Sanjay Roy and G S Doabia.

Whatisthe Malwa

Canal project?
The Malwa Canal is a pro-

posed major irrigation project of
the Punjab government aimed
at bringing canal water to parts
of south-western Punjab facing
irrigation shortages and heavy
dependence on groundwater.
The proposed canal is expected
to pass through Ferozepur, Fa-
ridkotand Sri Muktsar Sahib dis-
tricts. Earlier project details de-
scribed the canal as being
approximately 149 km long,
originating near the Harike
Headworks/Sutlej system and
carrying water towards the
Muktsar region. Its stated objec-
tiveistoprovideirrigation water
totail-end agricultural areas, re-
duce dependence on tube wells
and help address Punjab’s
rapidly depleting groundwater.
The project has been estimated
to cost around Rs 2,300 crore.

Why werevillagers
againstthe project?
Villagers from 33 panchayats
across the three districts op-
posed the land acquisition,
pointing out that no environ-

ment impact assessment had
been carried out.

Harminder Singh Thande-
wala of Thandewala village in
Muktsar, who has been spear-
heading the agitation under the
banner of the Punjab Bachao
Morcha, said, “Already, the irri-
gation department of Punjab is
providing polluted water in the
existing canal networkin Malwa
Punjab. What is the guarantee of
clean water in the newly pro-
posed Malwa Canal?”

Healsoraised concerns over
the proposed source of water for
the canal. “Water for the canal
wastobe taken from Harike Bar-
rage, which is at the confluence
point of the Sutlej and Beas
riversin Ferozepur. This pointal-
ready has polluted water, as
water from the Sutlej passes
through Ludhiana, where a
drain called Buddha Nallah is
highly polluted. This Buddha
Nallah water falls into the Sutlej
river in Ludhiana, and the river
further flows towards Harike
Barrage,” he explained.

High Court quashes
dismissal of DSP
Sandhu, removed
from service over
Lawrence interview

Jagpreet Singh Sandhu
Chandigarh, September 2

HOLDING THAT Punjab gov-
ernment had wrongly by-
passed a regular departmental
inquiry, the Punjab and Ha-
ryana High Court has quashed
the dismissal of DSP Gursher
Singh Sandhu, who was re-
moved from service over the
recording of gangster Law-
rence Bishnoi’s interview while
he was in police custody.

Justice Namit Kumar, in a
judgment released on Wednes-
day, directed the state to rein-
state Sandhu with all conse-
quential benefits. The court,
however, said the reinstate-
ment would not affect the
state’sright to continue the de-
partmental inquiry already
pending against Sandhu and
other police officers before
former HC judge Justice Rajiv
Narain Raina.

The court held that the
state had failed to establish
circumstances that made a
regular departmental in-
quiry “not reasonably practi-
cable”, as required to invoke
Article 311(2)(b) of the Consti-
tution, which allows an in-
quiry to be dispensed with in
exceptional cases. The case
relates to Lawrence's inter-
view recorded on the inter-
vening night of September 3
and 4, 2022, while he was in
the custody of CIA Staff, Kha-
rar. A Special Investigation
Team constituted on the HC
directions had recom-
mended departmental ac-
tion against police officers
for alleged misconduct, neg-
ligence and dereliction of
duty during his custody.

Sandhu, then Mohali DSP
(Detective), received show-
cause notices in September
and October 2024. The second
notice alleged he facilitated
the interview by being present
at CIA Staff, Kharar, and stay-
ing in close contact -- tele-
phonically and personally --
with journalist Jagwinder Pa-
tial of a news channel.

He was subsequently sus-
pended and chargesheeted on
October 25,2024. Sandhu had
denied the allegations, sub-
mitting that Lawrence's inner
security at CIA Staff, Kharar,
was being supervised by the
Anti-Gangster Task Force,
while the CIA was responsible
only for the outer cordon and
transit security.

Sandhu's counsel, senior
advocate D S Patwalia, as-
sisted by advocate Bikramyjit
Singh Patwalia, argued that
the power to dispense with an
inquiry was exceptional and
could not be exercised mech-
anically. Referring to Rule 8
of the Punjab Civil Services
(Punishment and Appeal)
Rules, 1970 and Rule 16.24 of
the Punjab Police Rules, 1934,
Sandhu submitted that dis-
missal was a major penalty
and ordinarily required a
regular departmental inquiry.
He argued that the reasons
cited by the state, including
alleged evasion of service and
non-cooperation, were
flimsy.

On the allegation that
Sandhu had deliberately
evaded service of the charge-
sheet, his counsel submitted
that the state was aware of his
permanent address at Jaland-

Gangster Lawrence Bishnoi

har, but the chargesheet was
sent to his Chandigarh ad-
dress after he had been trans-
ferred from there.

The HC found the record
did not support the state’s
case -- presented through Ad-
ditional Advocate General PI
P Singh -- of deliberate non-
cooperation. It noted that
Sandhu had replied to the
first showcause notice, filed
aninterim reply to the second
and sought documents
needed to respond effectively.

"Mere recital in the
order that an inquiry is not
reasonably practicable would
not, by itself, be sufficient.
The competent authority
must demonstrate a real and
proximate nexus between the
circumstances prevailing at
the relevant time and the in-
ability to hold departmental
enquiry,” the HC said. It also
noted that there was no ma-
terial showing that Sandhu
had threatened or intimi-
dated witnesses, tampered
with evidence or interfered
with the functioning of the in-
quiry officer.

The HC further pointed
out that the same departmen-
tal inquiry against nine of-
ficers was continuing before
Justice Raina. “If the inquiry
could be conducted against
the other officers in respect of
the same occurrence, the re-
spondents were required to
demonstrate some additional
circumstance peculiar to the
petitioner which made an in-
quiry against him impracti-
cable. No such circumstance
has been shown,” it added.

After his dismissal,
Sandhu obtained the charge-
sheet through his counsel and
appeared before Justice
Raina virtually on November
1, 2025, besides appearing on
later dates in March 2026. The
proceedings concerning him
were closed only on May 3,
2026 after the inquiry officer
noted that he had already
been dismissed.

“The aforesaid sequence
of events demonstrates that
there was, in fact, no impedi-
ment in conducting the de-
partmental enquiry against
the petitioner...,” the HC said.

It also rejected the state’s
stand on service of the charge-
sheet, noting that there was
no material to show that a
genuine attempt was made to
serve it at Sandhu’s known
permanent address in Jaland-
har. The HC further held that
once the department had con-
sidered it feasible to initiate
regular disciplinary proceed-
ings, abandoning it and re-
sorting to Article 311(2)(b)
required a subsequent or
newly-arisen circumstance
making the inquiry not rea-
sonably practicable.

e GEN JJ SINGH WAS TRAVELLING FROM GOA TO DELHI WHEN THE INDIGO FLIGHT FACED ENGINE FAILURE

Former Army Chief recounts anxious moment onboard aircraft

Express News Service
Chandigarh, September 2

FORMER CHIEF of Army Staff
and Governor of Arunachal
Pradesh Gen JJ Singh Wednes-
day said that the engine failure
of an Indigo flight from Goa to
New Delhi on Tuesday on
which he was travelling gave
passengers some anxious mo-
ments but the skill of the pilots
ensured a safe landing.

Gen JJ Singh was flying on
IndiGo flight 6E 2102 which
departed from Goa for Delhi
around 9.16 am. Soon there-
after an engine failure was re-
ported leading to a full emerg-

ency being reported. The air-
craftlanded safely back at Goa
on at around 9.50 am. There
were 229 passengers were on
board the flight.

Gen JJ Singh said there was
considerable scare among the
passengers when one of the en-
gines went silent and many
people started crying or
screaming. “Yesterday morn-
ing while flying from Goa to
Delhi I was witness to mo-
ment’s that reminded me as to
why professional training and
composure matter so much in
aviation. Midway through the
ascent, at around fifteen thou-
sand feet and still climbing to-

epaper.indianexpress.com .. .

Former Chief of Army Staff
General JJ Singh

ward the cruising altitude of
thirty-five thousand feet, one

of the engines emitted a loud
noise and a hissing sound, and
then there was silence. The
situation demanded immedi-
ate and precise action,” he said.

The former Army chief'said
the pilots came to know im-
mediately that one of the en-
gines had probably flamed out,
then he stabilised the aircraft
with remarkable skill, manag-
ing the remaining engine and
bringing the aircraft safely
back to Goa, despite signifi-
cant turbulence due to the
monsoon. “The landing was
rough; all passengers and the
cabin crew heaved a sigh of re-
lief, applauded and clapped

when the aircraft touched the
runway, even those who were
crying out and screaming or
praying a few moments ear-
lier,” he said.

General Singh says he has
already written to the Aviation
Minister and IndiGo, recom-
mending that the pilot con-
cerned be considered for a spot
promotion, or at the very least,
an incentive or increment, in
recognition of his profes-
sionally outstanding and com-
mendable performance
whereby he saved the lives of
over 200 passengers and cabin
crew as well, even those who
were crying out and screaming

or praying a few moments.

“In hundreds of flights
that I have taken in my life
this has never happened be-
fore. My mind told me that
anything can happen but I
tried to reassure people be-
hind me that they should not
worry,” he said. Gen Singh
said he had gone to Belgaum
to take part in a seminar and
was returning through Goa.
“Since we were following
evacuation drill we could not
shake hands with the crew.
However, I told the cabin
crew who Iwas and conveyed
my appreciation to them and
the flight crew,” he said.

. Chandigarh
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OFFICE OF THE RECOVERY OFFICER I € STATE BANK OF INDIA ©  HLC HOSHIARPUR E-AUCTION SALE NOTICE

DEBTS RECOVERY TRIBUNAL CHANDIGARH-(DRT 3)

Ground Floor, SCO 33-34-35, Sector-17A, Chandigarh-160017 PUBLIC NOTICE FOR E-AUCTION FOR SALE OF IMMOVABLE PROPERTY ON 08.10.2026 11:00 HRS. TO 13:00 HRS.
DEMAND NOTICE E-Auction Sale Notice for Sale of Immovable Assets under the Securitization and Reconstruction of Financial Assets and Enforcement of Security Interest Act, 2002 read with proviso to Rule 8(6) of the Security Interest
(Enforcement) Rules, 2002.
(THROUGH PUBLICATION) Notice is hereby given to the publicin general and in particular to the borrower(s) and guarantor(s) that the below described immovable property/ies mortgaged / charged to the Secured Creditor of State Bank OfIndia of which
NOTICE UNDER SECTIONS 25 TO 28 OF THE RECOVERY Physical Possession has been taken by the Authorized Officer of State Bank of India for recovery of dues (mentioned below) to the "AS IS WHERE IS", "AS IS WHAT IS" "WHATEVER THERE IS BASIS" STATE BANK OF
OF DEBTS & BANKRUPTCY ACT, 1993 AND RULE 2 OF INDIA, from the Borrower(s) and Guarantor(s) (Mentioned below). The reserve price and the EarnestMoney Depositis mentioned against each property. For details terms & conditions of the sale please refer to the link provided
SECOND SCHEDULE TO THE INCOME TAX ACT, 1961. inhttps: /baanknet.com.

Date of Demand Notice ] Reserve Price Date & Date/Time

. t - Ti £
Details of Property[i es Amount of Demand notice EMD Inslg:i:gon E. a:(ition

| Date of Symbolic/Physical Possession | Bid Increase Amount | of property

RC/M1255/2025 STATE BANK OF INDIA Dated : 20-07-2026 Name of the
Versus Borrower(s)/Guarantor(s)

To, MESSRS SK SHARM_A HOSIERY AND ANOTHER Borrower : Sh. Sameer Messey |All that part and parcel of property measuring 3 Marla 129 Sq. Feet comprised in Khata No. 31/31, Khasra 18.09.2025 Rs. 14,44,000/- 01.10.2026 | 08.10.2026
(CD 1) M/s S K Sharma Hosiery, House No. 1284/55, StreetNo. 4, Slo Sh. Sushil Kumar, R/o Street|No. 73//3/2 (4-0) as per Jamabandi for the year 2017-18 Situated at Village Khawaspur/246, Tehsil &| Rs. 20,32,800/- Rs. 1,45,000/- | 01:00 PM to |11:00 AM TO
Guru Nanak Dev Nagar, Ludhiana A Proprietorship Firm No. 3, Mohalla Kirti Nagar, Village |District Hoshiarpur in the Name of Sh. Sameer Messey S/o Sh. Sushil Kumar Vide DocumentNo. 2019-| 06.07.2026/Physical Rs. 20,000/- 03:00 PM 13:00 hrs.
;‘;‘:’gg:‘t 'sf:;:“:g"et” Sh. Surinder Kumar Sharma Son Of Sh. Khawaspur Distt. Hoshiarpur. 20/156/1 /3114 Dated 02.09.2019, JildNo. 380. Bounded as under:- East:- Other Owner, West:-H/o Smt GurmeetKaur, North:-Rasta 20' Wide, South:-P/o Sh. Nirmal Singh.

Also at : Second. Address: House No.120/3, Street No. 2, Old (a). The Bidders should get themselves registered on htips://baanknet.com by providing requisite KYC documents and registration fee as per the practice followed by BAANKNET.COM well before the auction
Madhopuri, Ludhiana, Punjab. date. (b) The intended bidder should verify the ID in Revenue record /relevantRevenue portal to avoid any difficulty at the time of registration of property. (c) The Intending bidder should transfer his EMD amount
(CD 2) Sh. Surinder Kumar Sharma Son of Sh. Hari Dutt Sharma, by means of challan generated on his bidder account maintained with https://baanknet.com by means of NEFT/RTGS transfer from his bank account. (d) The Intending bidder should take care that the EMD is
R/o House No.1284/55, Street No.4, Guru Nanak Dev Nagar, transferred atleast one day before the date of auction and confirm that his wallet maintained with https://baanknet.com is reflecting the EMD amount without which the system will not allow the bidder to participate
Ludhiana. in the e-auction. (e) The EMD of the successful bidder will be automatically transferred to the bank once the sale is confirmed by the respective Authorised Officer of the bank. (f) During e-Auction, if no bid is
This is to notify that as per the Recovery Certificate issued in received within the specified time, State Bank of India at its discretion may decide to revise opening price / scrap the e-Auction process / proceed with conventional mode of tendering. (g) The Bank / service
pursuance of orders passed by the Presiding Officer, DEBTS provider for e-Auction shall not have any liability towards bidders for any interruption or delay in access to the site irrespective of the causes. (h) The bidders are required to submit acceptance of the terms
RECOVERY TRIBUNAL(CHANDIGARH (DRT 3) in OA/3205/2019 &conditions and modalities of e-Auction adopted by the service provider, before participating in the e-Auction. (i) The bid once submitted by the bidder, cannotbe cancelled/withdrawn and the bidder shall be bound
an amountofRs. 23,19,685/- (Rupees Twenty Three Lakhs Nineteen to buy the property at the final bid price. The failure on the part of bidder to comply with any of the terms and conditions of e-Auction, mentioned herein will resultin forfeiture of the amount paid by the defaulting
Thousand Six Hundred Eighty Five Only) along with pendentellite bidder. (j) Decision of the Authorized Officer regarding declaration of successful bidder shall be final and binding on all the bidders. (k) The Authorized Officer shall be at liberty to cancel the e-Auction process /
and future interest @ 8.00 % Simple Interest Yearly w.e.f. 04.12.2019 tender atany time, before declaring the successful bidder, without assigning any reason. (1) The bid submitted without the EMD shall be summarily rejected. The property shall notbe sold below the reserve price.
till realization and costs of Rs. 26,000/- (Rupees Twenty Six (m) The conditional bids may be treated as invalid. Please note that after submission of the bid/s, no correspondence regarding any change in the bid shall be entertained. (n) The EMD of the unsuccessful bidder
Thousands Only) has become due against you (Jointly and severaly/ will be refunded to their respective walletmaintained with https://baanknet.com. The bidders will notbe entitled to claim any interest, costs, expenses and any other charges (ifany). (o) The Authorised Officer is not
FullylLinrited). bound to accept the highest offer and the Authorised officer has absolute right to accept or reject any or all offer(s) or adjourn/postpone/cancel the auction without assigning any reason thereof. The sale is subject

2. You are hereby directed to pay the above sum within 15 days of the
receipts of the notice, failing which the recovery shall be made in
accordance with the Recovery of Debts Due to Banks and Financial
Institutions Act, 1993 and Rules there under.

3. Whereas ithas been shown to the satisfaction of tribunal thatitis not
possible to serve you in the ordinary way, therefore this notice is given
by this publication directing you to put in Appearance before this
tribunal on15.09.2026 at10.30AM

4. You are hereby ordered to declare on an affidavit the particulars of
yours assets on or before the nextdate ofhearing.

to confirmation by the secured creditor. (p) In case of forfeiture of the amount deposited by the defaulting bidder, he shall neither have claim on the property nor on any part of the sum for which may it be
subsequently sold. (q) The successful bidder shall bear all the necessary expenses like applicable stamp duties/additional stamp duty/transfer charges, Registration expenses, fees etc. for transfer of the property
in his/her name. (r) The payment of all statutory /non- statutory dues, taxes, rates, assessments, charges, fees etc., owing to anybody shall be the sole responsibility of successful bidder only.(s) In case of any
dispute arises as to the validity of the bid (s), amount of bid, EMD or as to the eligibility of the bidder, authority of the person representing the bidder, the interpretation and decision of the Authorised Officer shall be
final. In such an eventuality, the Bank shall in its sole discretion be entitled to call of the sale and put the property to sale once again on any date and at such time as may be decided by the Bank. For any kind of
dispute, bidders are required to contact the concerned authorized officer of the concerned bank branch only. (t) The bidders are advised to check the relevant property documents by visiting HLC Hoshiarpur
Branch, in case they desire so, before bidding. (u) The successful bidder shall have to deposit 25% (twenty five percent) of the bid amount, less EMD amount deposited, on the same day or notlater than the next
working day and the remaining amount shall be paid within 15 days from the date of auction in the form of Banker's Cheque / Demand Draft issued by a Scheduled Commercial Bank drawn in favor of "The

Authorized Officer, State Bank ofIndia, A/lc (Name of the A/C) Payable at, In case of failure to deposit the amounts as above within the stipulated time, the amount deposited by successful bidder will be forfeited to

5. In addition to the sum aforesaid, you will also be liable to pay: the Bank and Authorized Officer shall have the liberty to conduct a fresh auction/ sale of the property & the defaulting bidder shall not have any claim over the forfeited amount and the property.. (v) In case any
(a) Such interests as is payable for the period commencing dispute arises as to the validity of the bid(s), amount of bid, EMD or as to the eligibility of the bidder, authority of the person representing the bidder, the interpretation and decision of the authorized officer shall be
immediately after this notice of the certificate/ execution proceedings. final. In such an eventuality, the Bank shall in its sole discretion be entitled to call off the sale and put the property to sale once again on any date and at such time as may be decided by the bank. For any kind of
(b) All costs, charges and expenses incurred in respect of the service of dispute, bidders are required to contact the concerned bank branch only. (w) The sale certificate shall be issued after receipt of entire sale consideration and confirmation of sale by secured creditor. The sale
this notice and warrants and other processes and all other proceedings certificate shall be issued in the name of the successful bidder. No request for change of name in the sale certificate other than the person who submitted the bid/participated in the e auction will be entertained.
taken for recovering the amountdue. Contactno (mobile/landline) of the bidder etc to be submitted, Please Contact Authorised officer of State Bank ofIndia, HLC Hoshiarpur, scanned copies of the original of these documents can be submitted to e
Given under my hand and the seal of the Tribunal, on this date mail ID of the Authorised Officer. (x) The successful bidder isrequired to get the Sale Certificate registered within the timeline prescribed by Government/Revenue Department.

20.07.2026. Recovery Officer
DEBTS Recovery Tribunal Chandigarh, (DRT-3)

THIS PUBLICATION IS ALSO 30 DAYS NOTICE UNDER RULE 8(6) OF THE SECURITY INTEREST (ENFORCEMENT) RULES 2002 TO THE ABOVE BORROWERS & GUARANTORS
The borrower/ Guarantor (s) are hereby notified to pay the sum as mentioned above along with the dated interest and ancillary expenses before the date of E-Auction, failing which the property will be auctioned/ sold and the
balance dues, ifany, will be recovered with the interestand cost.

DATE: 02.09.2026 PLACE : Hoshiarpur AUTHORISED OFFICER

TSR () SBI STATE BANK OF INDIA - weov s o
, for Sr. No. 01 to 07 on 22.09.2026 & for Sr. No. 8 to 10 on for Sr. No. 01 to 07 on 22.09.2026 & for Sr. No. 8 to 10 on

12.10.2026 From 11:00 HRS. TO 16:00 HRS. STRESSED ASSETS RECOVERY BRANCH, 12.10.2026 From 11:00 HRS. TO 16:00 HRS.
GROUND FLOOR, ZONAL BUSINESS OFFICE BUILDING, FOUNTAIN CHOWK, CIVIL LINES, LUDHIANA, 141 001

PUBLIC NOTICE FOR E-AUCTION FOR SALE OF MOVABLE/ IMMOVABLE PROPERTIES for Sr. No. 1 to 07 on 22.09.2026 & for Sr. No. 8 to 10 on 12.10.2026 From 11.00 HRS TO 16.00 HRS.
LAST DATE AND TIME OF SUBMISSION FOR EMD & DOCUMENTS ON OR BEFORE CLOSE OF E-AUCTION, BY BIDDERS THROUGH THEIR OWN WALLET REGISTERED WITH
M/s PSB Alliance Pvt Ltd ON ITS E-AUCTION SITE : https://baanknet.com BY MEANS OF RTGS/NEFT

E-Auction Sale Notice for Sale ofImmovable/Movable Assets under the Securitization and Reconstruction of Financial Assets and Enforcement of Security interest Act, 2002 read with provision to Rule 8(6) & 9(1) of the Security Interest (Enforcement) Rules, 2002. Notice is hereby given to the publicin general
and in particular to the borrowers and guarantors that the below described immovable properties Mortgaged/Charged to State Bank of India (Secured Creditor), the constructive/physical possession of these properties has been taken by the Authorised Officers of State Bank ofIndia (Secured Creditor), will be
sold on "As is where is", "As is what is", and "Whatever there is” for Sr. No. 01 to 07 on 22.09.2026 & For Sr. No. 08 to 10 on 12.10.2026 for recovery of bank dues + interest (as mentioned below against the properties) due to the State Bank of India (Secured Creditor) from below mentioned
borrowers/guarantors. The Reserve Price and Earnest Money Deposit will be as mentioned below against the properties. "The payment of all Statutory/ Non-Statutory dues, Taxes, Rates, Assessments, Charges, Fee etc. Owing to anybody shall be the sole responsibility of the successful Bidder only, Failure in
paymentofanyamountofthe sale price by the successful bidder shall resultin forfeiture of amountdeposited by him.

Detailed terms and conditions of the sale are mentioned below/refer to Website:(a) https: sbi.co.in/b) https://lbaanknet.com.

DESCRIPTION OF MOVABLE /IMMOVABLE PROPERTIES

Reserve Price Date & Time

NAME OF BORROWER(S)/ i i
GUARANTOR(S) & AMOUNT OUTSTANDING DETAILS OF PROPERTYI/ES of Inspection Au;hgrlsed Officer
Bid Increase Amt. |of Property ontact No.
Y owor, maba Ram Samp Wall Gall onty Three L i propertyD: SBIN0527100106. Rs. 8,97,000/- 09.09.2026 | Sh. Vikas Kumar Chaurasiya
(Borrower), Baba Ram Sarup Wali Gali, |(Rupees Twenty Three Lacs Thirteen|immovable Property viz, Triple storey Residential House measuring 108.33 sq. yds situated in street Baba Ram Sarup Wali Gali, 11:00 AM to | (CLO), Mob. No. 9779075339,
Factory Road, Rampuraphul, Tehsil Phul, ;-Qognsaon7dosze\2/8?§upud; efﬂ tE?ét¥n|Eté?22?gLy(} factory road, Near railway Fatak, Rampuraphul Bathinda registered vide deed no. 154 dated 12.08.2015 in the name of Sh. Prem Rs. 89,700/- 1'4_00 o Harmandeep Kar,
District Bathinda-151103. 2. Sh. Prem |charges at 6ontracr)tual rate together with Kumar S/o Sh. HarbansLal. Type of Possession: Physical. Rs. 10,000/- - Mob. No. 70874-21800

Kumar S/o Sh. Harbans Lal (Proprietor), [incidental expenses, costs, other misc. expenses & charges etc. w.e.f08.02.2018.
R/o#1, GandhiNagar, GaliNo. 3, RampuraPhul, Bathinda, Punjab-151103.

v Borrower: M/s Sadhu Ram Tarsem Lal Rs. 60,80,822/- PropertyID: SBIN0527100311 Rs. 8,94,000/- 09.09.2026 | Sh. Vikas Kumar Chaurasiya
(Borrower), Gaushala Market, Rampura |(Rupees Sixty Lac Eighty Thousand Eightlimmovable Property viz; two commercial shops measuring 45.22 Sq. yards in the name of Sh. Harpinder Kumar S/o Sh. Tarsem Lal E— 11:00 AM to | (CLO), Mob. No. 9779075339,
Phul-151103. Bathinda. Puniab. 2. sh.|Hundred Twenty Two Only) as onjregistered vide Title Deed No. 2031 dated 29.09.2017, Situated at Palika Street opp. Axis Bank, Bank Bazaar, Rampura Phul, Sk o D Ve T

g ) jab. 2. *131.08.2021 plus future interest and charges Bathinda. T P ion: Phvsical 14:00 PM P ‘
Harpinder Kumar S/o Sh. Tarsem Lal|at contractual rate together with incidental[22 1nda. 'ype oTossession : Fhysical. Rs. 10,000/ Mob. No. 70874-21800

(Proprietor), R/o #1, Gandhi Nagar, Gali No. |expenses, costs, other misc. expenses & charges etc. w.e.f01.09.2022.
3, RampuraPhul-151103, Bathinda, Punjab.

H Borrower: Sh. Sunil Kumar S/o Sh. Rs. 21,27,676/- PropertyID: SB|N05271.00323 . _ Rs. 22,98,000/- 09.09.2026 | Sh. Vikas Kumar Chaurasiya
Jacob Pal (Borrower), R/o Street No. 3, |(Rupees Twenty One Lac Twenty Seven|Equitable mortgage ofResidential House measuring 150 sq. yards bearing: 11:00 AM to | (CLO), Mob. No. 9779075339,
Shahbaz Nagar, Opp. Kendriya Vidyalya, | In°uSand SixHundred Seventy Six Only) as)a) 50 sq, yds. being 50/12100 share outof 20K, KhasraNo. 6377/20-0, KhewatNo. 143, Khatoni No. 260 & Rs. 2,29,800¢ 14:00 PM Harmandeep Kau,
[Faridkot-151203. 2. Smt. Manjit Kaur W/o g{]‘arg e L t'ggg;ﬁgr 8 ih[P) 100 sq. yds. being 100/10788 share out of 17K-14M, Khasra No. 11155/6376/0-8, 11153/6375/2-12, 11154/6376/1 4-14, Khewat Rs. 10,000/- ' Mob. No. 70874-21800

Sh. Jacob Pal (Co-Borrower), R/o Street|incidental expenses, costs, other misc.|No. 144, Khatoni No. 261, Jamabandi Year 2009-10, Situated at Shahbaz Nagar, behind Bazigar Basti, Faridkotin the name of Sh. Sunil Kumar S/o Sh. Jacob Pal registered vide Transfer Deed No. 164
No. 3, Shahbaz Nagar, Bazigar Basti, Opp. | ©XPenses &charges etc. w.e.f13.02.2020. |dated 19.04.2017.Type of Possession: Physical.

Kendriya Vidyalya, Faridkot-151203. 3. Sh. Amit Kumar S/o Sh. Jacob Pal (Guarantor), R/o StreetNo. 2, Bazigar Basti, Opp. Kendriya Vidyalya, Faridkot-151203.

Borrower: Sh. Kirpal Singh S/o Ajit Rs. 31,58,875.21 PropertyID: SBIN0527100362 Rs. 18.95.000/-
Singh R/o: Teacher Colony, St No. 6T, |(Rupees Thirty One Lakh Fifty Eight|EqQuitable mortgage of the Residential Property measuring 0K 15M, 15/28 share outofland measuring 1K 08M bearing khasra v 16.09.2026 Sh. Vika_ls Kumar
Faridkot-151203. Alternate Address: | Thousand Eight Hundred Seventy Five|No. 10321/7711/0-6, 10322/7711/0-7, 10326/7711/0-7, 10327/7711/0-8 Khewat No.326 Khatauni no.518 Jamabandi Year Rs. 1.89.500/ ] Chaurasiya (CLO),
Sh. Kirpal Singh S/o Ajit Singh, Village: | and Twenty One Paisa only) With interest|2009-10 at Teacher Colony, Faridkot, vide itle deed bearing wasika no.2360 dated 19.09.2014 n the name of Sh.Kirpal Singh s. 1,89,900/- 111:00 hrs to | mob. No. 9779075339,
Mand Wala, Post Dhurkot Faridkot-|calculated upto 04.03.2019. Physical|S/o Sh. AjtSingh and sameis bounded as under: North- ManitKaur -side 94 feet, South —Joginder Singh -side 94 feet, East — 16:00 hrs Mr. Amit Kumar,
151203, Guarrantor: Sh. Pal Singh S/o|possession was taken on 06.12.2022.  |Street-side 42 feet, West-Chhinderpal Kaur -side 42 feet Type of Possession : Physical. Rs. 20,000/- Mob. No. 9463484224

Sh. Mukhtiar Singh, VPO: Machaki Mal Singh, Faridkot-151203.

Borrower: M/s S.K. Wine Rs. 27,54,302.00 PropertyID —SBIN0527100186 Rs. 15.90.000/-
Partnership Firm, Near H.K.L. Hospital, | (Rupees Twenty Seven Lakhs Fifty Four|EQuitable mortgage of Residential Cum Commercial building, Situated at Guruharsahai Shamli, Distt. Ferozepur o 09.09.2026 Sh. \ﬁka_ns Kumar
Mandi Guruharsahai, Distt. Ferozepur-| Thousand Three Hundred Two Only) as[constructed on Plotmeasuring 06 M 08 S being 62/738 share of land measuring 04K 02M comprised of RectangleNo. 180[ - o 4 £9 000 |11:00 hrs to Chaurasiya (CLO),
152002. 2. Sh. Varinder Kumar|on 17.10.2017 + Interest and expenses|Killa No. 20/1(4-2), Khewat No. 1366 khataoni No. 1965 year of jamabandi 2003-04 in the name of Sh. Kamal Gupta S/o S. 1,99, - g Mob. No. 9779075339,
|(Partner) S/o Sh. Niymat Rai, House No. | thereon. Physical possession was taken|Ashok Kumar vide wasikaNo. 2403 dated 13.02.2016. Type of Possession : Physical. Rs. 20.000)/ 16:00 hrs Mr. Amit Kumar,
119/121, Ward No.1, Railway Basti, [on09.01.2019. S. 20, - Mob. No. 9463484224

Guruharsahai, Distt. Ferozepur-152024. 3. Bal Badev Raj(Partner) S/o Sh. Ram Chand, House No.7, Village - Wasal Mohan K, Guruharsahai, Distt. Ferozepur-152022. 4. Sh. Kamal Gupta @ Kamal Kant (Partner) S/o Sh. Ashok Kumar, House No. 7, Ward No. 6-7,
Rishi Chowk, Guruharsahai, Distt. Ferozepur-152022. 5. Sh. Sikander Singh (Partner) S/o Sh. Pyara Singh, House No. 174, WardNo.1, Dashmesh Nagar, Guruharsahai, Distt. Ferozepur-152022.

p Borrower: 1. M/s Bhagwati Coal|1. Bhagwati Coal Factory CC Alc Rs.|PropertyID: SBIN0527100384 Rs. 31.82.000/-

Factory Through its Prop. Sh.|4148000-duesason31.08.2025.  |EM ofresidential house onlandmeasuring170sq yardsi.e. 170/1138 share outof 1138 sq. yards 6 sq. feetbearingKhewatNo. 317, 05 16.09.2026 Sh. Vikas Kumar
Ankush Sethi S/o Sh. Surinder Kumar | %, mkush Sethi i Surinder Kumar M1 IikhatuniNo. 654 to 658, KhasraNo. 152(1138-6), Situatedin the area of Abadi jadid Muktsar-1, Tehsil & District SriMuktsar Sahib as Rs. 3.18.200/- |11:00 hrs to Chaurasiya (CLO),
# Village Kotli Dewan, Distt. Muktsar -|plus further interest other charges and|P€r @mabandi for the year of1946-47, HadbastNo. 54 registered vide transfer deed No. 4303 dated 27.02.2017.(As per deed area -9, 14, ) ) Mob. No. 9779075339,

152026. 2. Sh. Ankush Sethi S/o Sh. |expenses there on w.e.f. 31.08.2025.|is170sq. yards, whereas the physical areais 150 sq. yards whichis considered for valuation. Type ofPossession : Physical. 16:00 hrs Mr. Amit Kumar,
Surinder Kumar House L oan|PhysicalPossessiontakenon26.05.2023. |(Note: This propertyis also mortgaged in CC A/c of Bhagwati Coal Factory and Ankush Sethi S/o Surinder KumarH/L) Rs. 20,000/ Mob. No. 9463484224

(Borrower/ Mortgager), # House No. 3105, Kheta Ram Street, Muktsar-152026. Guarantor : Sh Vinod Kumar S/o Sh. Pindi Dass, House No. 712, Burra Gujjar Road, Muktsar-152026. 2. Sh. Chhinder Pal S/o Sh. Chiman Lal, House No. 1863, Gaushala Wali
Gali, Taja Wali Basti, Muktsar-152026.

1. M/s Satguru Commission Rs.17,59,733/- PropertyID SBIN0527100386 Rs. 4,50,000/-
Agents Through its Prop. Sh. Amir|(Rupees Seventeen Lakhs Fifty Nine|All thatpartand parcel of Property Equitable mortgaged with the bank as mentioned here under: Land/shop measuring 01 _ 09.09.2026 Sh. el L i
Chand S/o Bhamba Ram new grain |l housand Seven Hundred Thirty Three|\arla 05 % Sarshi (26x14)i.e. V4 Share of 06 Marlas 04 Sarsahi Khasra No. 1477/1/152/1-2115(0-6-4), Khewat No. 154 i Chaurasiya (CLO),

Market Jalabad West, Distt. Ferozpur- g?el¥;3?uoiﬁefscr?§rge3s;OaGr;go(lX?pgrLussesfutﬁzreé Khatoni No. 194 in the name of Smt. Sumitra Devi W/o Shamer Lal via Sale deed No. 2240 dated 10.10.201 3, Situated at Rs. 45,000/ 11:00 hrs to | Mob. No. ?779075339’
152024. 2. Borrower: Sh. Amir Chand |on w.e.f 14.06.2017. Physical Possession|Near Over Bridge, Mohan Ke Road, Guruharsahai, Distt. Ferozepur 152022. bounded as below: East: Milkha Raj, West: 16:00 hrs Mr. Amit Kumar,

S/o Bhamba Ram, Village Simrian |takenon16.11.2022. Mehar Singh, North: Road, South: Street. Type of Possession : Physical. Rs. 10,000/ Mob. No. 9463434224

Wala, P.O Bahmani Wala, Tehsil Jalalabad West Distt. Ferozpur-152024. 3. Guarantor: Smt. Sumitra Devi W/o Shamer Lal, House No. 58, Village Bhadar Ke, Distt. Ferozpur-152022. 4. Guarantor: Sh. Sandeep Kumar S/o Sh. Bag Ram, Village Mohan Ke
Hithar, P.O. Pindi, District Ferozpur-152022.

1. M/s Handa Oils &General Mills Rs. 32,22,438.16 All part & parcel of Equitable mortgage of vacant plot/constructed measuring (63’-6"X 43’-2"" i.e. 2740 Sq. feet), 10/44 share of Rs. 18.05.000/-

Through its Prop. Sh. Raj Kumar S/o|dues as on 31.01.2017 plus, further|MurabbaNo. 59, Killa No. 10/2/2 (2-4)-0-10 marla Khewat No. 427, Khatouni No. 656, as per jamabandi for the years 2003-2004, e Sh. Vikas Kumar
Kartar Chand Cholana Road Jalalabad |interest other charges and expenses|Situated at Mohkam Arai, Tehsil Jalalabad West, Distt. Fazilka, Bounded as under: East: Road, West : Handa Seed, North: 17.09.2026 Chaurasiya (CLO),
west District -Fazilka-152024. 2. |there on wef 01.02.2017 Physical|Handa Shuttering, South: Bhagwan Dass. As per Sale Deed No. 3987 dated 25-10-2005, Standingin the name of Sh. Joginder| ~ Rs. 1,80,500/-  111:00 hrs to | Mob. No. 9779075339,
o G Tor e S 'Shj Possession taken on 30.01.2026. Pal and Sh. RajKumar both SonS/o Sh. Kartar Chand. Type of Possession : Physical. 16:00 hrs Mr. Amit Kumar,
Kartar Singh, R/o House No. 2, Basti Ghumiaraan Wah, Tehsil Jalalabad West, District F azilka-152024. 3. Guarantor: Sh. Joginder Pal S/o Sh. Kartar Chand, R/o Arian Wali Basti, Ghumiaraan Wali | Rs, 20,000/- Mob. No. 9463484224
Tehsil Jalalabad West, District Fazilka-152024.

1. M/s Goma Ram Bhoop Chand, Rs. 41,72,811/- Commerpial Cum Residential Prgperty measuring 608.65 Sq. feet, Situated at Opp J.P. Palace, Muktsar Road, Jalalabad District Rs. 19,95,000/- Sh. Vikas Kumar
Opposite JP Palace, Muktsar Road,| dues as on 28.02.2019 plus, further Fazilka vide Sale Deeds as under:- . . _ 17.09.2026 Chaurasiya (CLO),
Tehsil Jalalabad (w), District Fazilkainterest other charges and expenses 1. Sale Deed No. 802/6 dated 0304 ”2007 in the name of Sh. Bhoop Chand S/o Goma Ram vide Property No. 6/24 measuring Rs. 1,99,500/- |11.00 I Mob. No. 9779075339,
Through its Prop. Sh. Bhoop Chand|there on wef 1.03.2020 Physical|approximately1Marlai.e. (12'8"X22'6" Sq. feet). _ = 15939, :00 hrs to Mr. Amit Kumar
S/o G(?ma 0 osite JP PlacepMuktsar Possession taken on 30.01.2026 2. Sale Deed No. 2923 dated 18.10.2001 in the name of Sh. Bhoop Chand S/o Goma Ram vide Khasra No.494, 2/3500 share of Rs. 25.000/ 16:00 hrs Mob. N 9463484&24

, PPP ’ — : total land of 87 Kanal 10 Marla, measuring1 Marlai.e. (10°x32°6” Sq. feet). Type of Possession : Physical. = ’ 3 ob. No.

Road, Tehsil Jalalabad (W), District Fazilka. Also at: Borrower: Sh. Bhoop|yote: - As per deeds areais 608.95 Sq. feet with sizes of (10'X32'6")+ (12'8"X22'6"), whereas, physically area is 557.50 Sq. feet (Rectangle 1 : 310 Sq. feethaving size (10'X31’)+ Trapezoidal 2 : 247.50

ghang ?é%ogima Ram, Village Chak Swah, Jalalabad West, District Fazilka,|5q, feethaving size (9'67+12'6”)/2X22'6”, total area taken for valuation:310+247.50 Sq. feet=557.50 Sq. feet
unjab- :

Borrower: M/s Poonam Rs.1,15,78,696/- PropertyID: SBIN72227152429
International; Proprietor Sh. RajivLuthra (Rupees One Crore Fifteen Lac Seventy|All part and parcel of immovable property i.e. Constructed House bearing MC No. B-XXV-G-51624, measuring 152 Sq. yards Rs. 1,03,00,000/- 17.09.2026 | Sh. Vikas Kumar Chaurasiya
S Lete S BErs T ©herder vt (2] glglht ThOUS?ngSS'Z’B zjuqdrefitN'”?’t%’ S"; comprised in Khasra No. 595/356, Khata No. 42142, as per Jamabandi for the Year 2011-12, Situated at Taraf Sekhewal, locality 11:00 AM to | (CLO), Mob. No. 9779075339,
25/G/5/624, Street No. 1, New Shiv Puri, ar?dygh:?gzg at contractu rfl ;Jasj[e i oL::]rgtrlmr:are\Cﬁt?\ known as Shivpuri, StreetNo. "4 Ludhiana, as per Sale Deed executed and registered on 12.03.2010 at Wasika No. 19397, owned Rs. 10,30,000/- ) Harmandeep Kaur,

Near Ashwani Clinic, Ludhiana, Punijab-|incidental expenses, costs, other misc. by Sh. RajeevLuthra S/o Sh. Harish Chander Luthra. Type of Possession : Physical. 14:00 PM Mob. No. 70874-21800
141001. 2. Sh. Rajiv Luthra S/o Late Sh, |8Xpenses & charges etc. w.e.20.08.2024. Rs. 50,000/

Harish Chander Luthra, 5563/2, StreetNo. 4, Haibowal, Near Balak Nath Mandir, Raghvir Park, Jassian Road, Ludhiana, Punjab-141001.
THIS PUBLICATION IS ALSO 15/30 DAYS NOTICE UNDER RULE 9(1) OF THE SECURITY INTEREST (ENFORCEMENT) RULES 2002 TO THE ABOVE BORROWER(S) & GUARANTOR(S)

Measurementofthe above properties, however, be verified by the bidders at site and also from the records ofrevenue authorities prior to participatingin auction.

TERMS & CONDITIONS : The E-Auction will be conducted through Bank’s approved Service Provider M/s PSB Alliance Pvt. Ltd. through its auction site https://baanknet.com Contact Phone & Toll Free Number 8291220220 and Email :
support.BAANKNET@psballiance.com. E Auction Tender documents containing online e-auction bid form, Declaration, General Terms & Conditions of Online auction sale are available in https://lbaanknet.com. The interested bidders shall submit their EMD through Web
Portal : https://baanknet.com (the user ID & Password can be obtained free of cost by registering name with https://baanknet.com. Registration/Login ID & Password generation may take Approx 2-3 working days therefore this process may be initiated well in time. The
EMD will be payable through NEFT to bidder’s own wallet registered with M/s PSB Alliance Pvt. Ltd. on its auction site please note that the EMD must be deposited in the wallet registered with the M/s PSB Alliance Pvt. Ltd. There is no encumbrances on the properties
known to the Secured Creditor. However, the intending bidders should make their own independent inquiries regarding the encumbrances, Title of property put on auction and claims/rights/dues/effecting the property, prior to submitting their bid. The E Auction
advertisement does not constitute and will not be deemed to constitute any commitment or any representation of the bank. The property is being sold with all the existing and future encumbrances whether known or unknown to the bank. The Authorised
officer/Secured Creditor shall notbe responsible any way for misprinting error or any third party claims/rights/dues. The sale shall be sub ject to rules/conditions prescribed under the M/s PSB Alliance P vt. L td.

DATE: 02.09.2026 PLACE : LUDHIANA AUTHORISED OFFICER, STATE BANK OF INDIA
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Why Haryana sanitation workers’
strike puts BJP govt on back foot

The strike by around 13,000 sanitation
workers has significant political
implications as a large section of them
belongs to Valmiki community

Sukhbir Siwach
Chandigarh, September 2

AS THE principal Opposition
Congress party's MLASs created
an uproar in the Haryana As-
sembly Tuesday over the on-
going state-wide strike by sani-
tation workersinabid to corner
the Nayab Singh Saini-led BJP
government, Social Justice Min-
ister Krishan Bedi told the
Housethatthe government has
been engaged in talks with the
striking workers and that it has
already held sixrounds of meet-
ings with them.

The strike by around 13,000
sanitation workers demanding
regularisation of their jobs,
which entered 28th day Wednes-
day, has severely disrupted the
sanitation servicesin urbanareas
acrossthestate, evenresultingin
clashes between them and local
officials in several areas.

Atleasttwo ministers— Bedi
and Urban Local Bodies Minister
Vipul Goel —have been holding
meetings with the agitating
workers in their bids to resolve
the standoff.

In several instances, local of-
ficials, accompanied by police
personnel, attempted toclearac-
cumulated garbage using JCB
machines, only tobe stopped by
the protesting sanitation
workers. Videos from someloca-
tions showed policemen trying
to remove such obstructing
workers with some protesters, in-
cluding women, purportedly
throwing garbage at them.

At certain places, protesters
were briefly detained and taken
to police lines or stations or to
neighbouring towns. Even FIRs
have alsobeen registered against
some of them.

The Nagarpalika Karamchari
Sangh, which is spearheading
theagitation, alleged that the po-
lice personnel misbehaved or as-
saulted many women sanitation
workers during the protests.

BJPvs Congress tussle

Raising the issue in the As-
sembly, five-time Congress MLA
and Dalit leader, Geeta Bhukkal
alleged that “the hair of women
sanitation workers were pulled
by police and they were dragged
into their vehicles”.

As the Congress legislators
raised slogans in the House in
support of the striking workers,
Bedi accused the Opposition of
“provoking the agitators”, alleg-
ingthat “theywanttodisturbthe
atmosphere of the state”.

Bedi said the Saini govern-
ment has already accepted 12 of
theworkers’13demands, adding
that there were legal hurdles in
acceptingtheir demand for regu-
larisation of their services.

Minister Goel had earlier said
the government had sought the
Advocate General’s opinion on
theissue. “The court saysthat so
many employees cannot be
regularised in this manner. The
high court says this would
amount to backdoor entry. We
have offered increased financial
benefits, but they are not ready

{ AJMER SINGH SAMRA . 19522026 }

Veteran Communist leader who
remained steadfast through
Punjab’s turbulent decades

Express News Service
Jalandhar, September 2

FOR MORE than five decades,
Ajmer Singh Samra remained a
quiet but steadfast presence in
Punjab’s communist revol-
utionary movement, working
through the Emergency, the
years of militancy and the
farmers’ movement without
abandoning the political path
he had chosen as a young man.
The veteran CPI (ML)-New
Democracyleaderandits Punjab
unit spokesperson, Samra, died
athishomeinJalandhar district
early Wednesday. He was 74.
Samra had been unwell for
more than a month and died a
day after hewas discharged from
ahospital on August 31evening,
Amember ofthe party’s Pun-
jab Provincial Committee since
1973, Samraserved onits Central
Committee from 2015 and
chaired its Central Control Com-
mission from 2015 to 2024. In
Punjab, he was the senior-most
member of the party’s provincial
committee and remained
closely involved in its political,
organisational and mass work
until his health began to fail.
Seniorleader and spokesper-
son of the CPI (ML)-New
Democracy Kulwinder Singh
Waraich said Samra's political

Samra died at hishomein
Jalandhar district early
Wednesday

journey was shaped by some of
the most difficult years in Pun-
jab and the country. “He went
underground in 1977 and re-
mained active during the
Emergency. Later, during the
years of terrorism in Punjab,
communist leaders and activists
came under attack from Khalis-
tani extremists. Samra, too,
faced threats. According to his
colleagues, he wason the hitlist
of militants. He nevertheless
continued his political work,”
Waraich added.

Those who worked with
him, recalled him not only for
his political firmness, but also
for hisunderstated manner. He
used to spend hours on organ-
isational work, maintaining

sy |

A confrontation took place between sanitation workers and
officials in Hisar early Wednesday. xpress

toacceptit,” he said.

Chief Minister Sainisaid such
issueshad arisen duringthe pre-
vious Congress regime too. “Un-
like turning away from these
concerns, the BJPgovernmentis
continuously working towards
finding their solutions,” he said,
accusing the Congress of trying
to politicise the matter.

Valmiki factor

For the BJP, however, the
concern goes beyond the de-
teriorating sanitation situation
and the increasing clashes be-
tween the officials and pro-
testers. The strike hassignificant
political implications because a
large section of sanitation
workers belongs to the Valmiki
community, which the BJP has
been trying to woo in recent
years.

close contact with party activists
and offering his views without
seeking the spotlight. His col-
leagues described him assome-
one whose political clarity often
came through brief, pointed in-
terventions.

For Samra, journalism and
political work were closely inter-
twined.

Since 1973, he had been as-
sociated with the editing of the
Rolle Ban, the party’s mass
paper in Punjab. He later edited
Hirawal Dasta and was the
founding editor of Inquilabi
Sada Rahh. Through these pub-
lications, he remained engaged
with issues concerning workers,
peasants and mass movements
and with theideological debates
within the communist revol-
utionary movement.

“His association with the
Ghadar Party Memorial in Ja-
landhar was another important
chapter of his public life. He
served as its president for two
terms —2022-23 and 2024-25 —
and was involved in efforts to
preserve the institution and its
historical legacy.

He also remained associated
with the Naujwan Bharat Sabha
and the Kisan movement,” Sar-
faraz Singh Mahal, one of his
close friends and senior party
leader, said.

Valmikis account for asignifi-
cantsection of Haryana’s Sched-
uled Caste (SC) population, a
sizeable chunk of which has tra-
ditionally been considered part
of the Congress's base.

The BJP has however made
massive effortsin recent yearsto
expand its support among Val-
mikis and other SC commu-
nities. Dalits account for 20% of
the state’s population.

Such caste dynamics as-
sumed additional significance
after the BJP government, in its
very first Cabinet meeting after
returningtopowerinthestatein
October 2024 for the third con-
secutive time, decided toimple-
ment the Supreme Court's Au-
gust 2024 judgment allowing
states to sub-categorise the
SCs/Scheduled Tribes (STs) to
ensure grant of quota to more

backward castesin these groups.

The Dalit groups associated
with the leather industry, who
have benefited significantly
from reservation, are seen to
have been part of the Congress's
traditional votebasein Haryana.

Against this backdrop, the
sanitation workers’ agitation has
emerged as a new flashpoint in
Haryana politics with the Con-
gress trying to corner the BJP
government on theissue, accus-
ing it of using force to suppress
the strike.

In the Assembly, senior Con-
gresslegislator Ashok Arorasug-
gested that the House pass ares-
olution seeking regularisation of
sanitation workers’ services, of-
feringthe Congress’s support for
suchamove.

The BJP government seems
tobeincreasingly comingunder
pressure in the absence of any
breakthrough so far despiteitsre-
peated attempts to achieveit.

Bedi, who hasreferred tothe
protesting workers as “mera
samaj” (my community), hasan-
nounced that he will soon tour
the statetomeet workersand ad-
dress their concerns. Sanitation
workerson the municipal rollsin
Haryana currently get Rs19,000
per month as wages. The Saini
government has proposed toin-
crease it to Rs 21,000.

Devi Das Valmiki, president
of Dalit-A Mahapanchayat, said
theongoingagitation and theuse
of police force against protesters
had angered Valmikis and could
“alienate” the community from
the BJP. “The women workersgo
forsanitation work at 6 am, when
their children are still sleeping.
What are they demanding? Just
regularisation, like other em-
ployees, including guest lec-
turers. Why is the government
not listening to them? What is
their fault?” he said.

Punjab freezes issuing of
new arms licences amid ED
allegations of corruption

Man Aman Singh Chhina
Chandigarh, September 2

THE PUNJAB government has
instructed all Deputy Commis-
sioners and SSPs in the state
not to issue any new arms
licences.

Sources in the government
said that orders to this effect
were passed by Punjab Chief
Secretary KAP Sinhato all Dep-
uty Commissioners on confer-
ence call on phone. “The orders
have been issued on the appre-
hension that some ‘consider-
ations’ have played a role in is-
suing arms licences to many
individuals across the state.

Two senior government of-
ficials spoken to by The Indian
Express, confirmed the devel-
opment on condition of ano-
nymity. They added that re-
newal of arms licences was
taking place as usual but new
licences have been put on hold.
Efforts were made to speak to
Chief Secretary on the issue
and seek his comments but he
did not respond to phone calls
and text messages.

Reacting to to the develop-
ment, Sultanpur Lodhi MLA
Rana Inder Pratap Singh said
that he has also come to know
in his constituency that verbal
orders not to issue any new
arms licence have been imple-
mented across the state.
“People are made to pay as
much as Rs 75,000 for a new
arms licence. There are long
queues outside every DCs office
for the same. People want to
keep arms due to poor law and
order in the state and the need
to protect themselves and their
dependents,” the MLA said.

He said instead of issuing
armslicencesliberally, the gov-
ernment has instead curbed

their issue and this will cause
more problems for people with
bonafide needs. “It is easier to
get hold of an illicit weapon
than to get an arms licence
legally. One of my constituents
actually said this to me. There
is a severe shortage of police
manpower and people have no
option but to depend upon
their own weapons to protect
themselves,” he said.

Punjab has one of the high-
est concentrations of civilian
licensed firearms in India
relative to population. The state
accounts for roughly 2% of In-
dia’s population but holds close
to10% of the country’slicensed
firearms.

Recent police and govern-
ment figures (2023-2025) put
the number of arms licence
holders at approximately 3.46
lakh, collectively owning over
4.3 lakh registered weapons.
Earlier data shared in the Pun-
jab assembly cited 3.73 lakh
licences. Onelicence can cover
more than one weapon in cer-
tain categories (typically two, or
three for recognised sport
shooters).

Licensed weapons feature
in a very small share of crimes
(reported asless than 1%) com-
pared with illegal arms.

Armd Licences are sup-
posed issued by district magis-
trates/licensing authorities
after police verification of
antecedents, threat assessment,
and since 2018 in Punjabaman-
datory dope test.

Ageneral sense of fearis not
sufficient; applicants usually
need to show specific, docu-
mented threat. Sport shooters
require club membership and
competition records. Inherit-
ance cases undergo fresh verifi-
cation.

“Transfer-posting racket being run from CM’s
office, says Dhillon, seeks Mann’s resignation

Express News Serve
Jalandhar, September 2

PUNJAB BJP president Kewal
Singh Dhillon on Wednesday
launched a sharp attack on the
AAP government, alleging that
a transfer-and-posting racket
was being operated under the
patronage of the Chief Min-
ister’s Office, and demanded
that Chief Minister Bhagwant
Mann resign on moral grounds
and that the alleged racket be
probed by the CBL.

Referring to a detailed re-
port submitted by the Enforce-
ment Directorate (ED) before
the Punjab and Haryana High
Court, Dhillon said the “fake
honesty model” propagated by
the AAP leadership in Delhi

had now been exposed in Pun-
jab as well.

Dhillon said Delhi Chief
Minister Arvind Kejriwal had
for years projected himself as
“staunchly honest”, but ended
up behind bars in connection
with the Delhi excise policy
case. “The same fake honesty
model is now being replicated
in Punjab. According to the ED
report, close OSDs of the Chief
Minister were allegedly over-
seeing a racket involving
transfers and postings of IAS
and IPS officers. Liquor in Delhi
and transfers in Punjab — the
gameremainsthe same,” heal-
leged.

He said the ED report con-
tained serious allegations relat-
ing to the leakage of confiden-

tial government documents, fa-
cilitating arms licences in ex-
change for money, manipula-
tion of government tenders and
irregularities in land deals.

“Theentire racket was alleg-
edly being rununder the direct
patronage of the Chief Min-
ister’s Office. Such a network
could not have functioned
without high-level political
protection,” Dhillon alleged.

The BJP state president
claimed that the ED had
written to the Punjab Police
seven times seeking registra-
tion of an FIR, but no FIR had
been registered so far.

“If the Chief Minister’s Of-
fice is genuinely clean, why is
the Punjab Police shying away
from taking action even after

seven letters from the ED? This
silence raises serious questions
about the Chief Minister’srole,”
he said.

Dhillon alleged that a
“mandi” had emerged in Pun-
jab for the transfers and post-
ings of officers under the AAP
government. “Brokers and
middlemen are running the
system, while the entire state,
from the Chief Minister’s Office
onwards, has been turned into
ahub of corruption,” he alleged.

He further alleged that at-
tempts were being made to pre-
vent the truth from comingout,
with the Chief Minister’s OSD
issuing legal notices to major
media organisations and alleg-
edly pressuring them to re-
move reports.

BJP trying to create chaos in Punjab: Aman Arora

Express News Service
Chandigarh, September 2
AAPPUNJAB chiefand Cabinet
Minister Aman Arora on Wed-
nesday tore into the ED, point-
ing out that the central investi-
gative agency is using letters,
selective media leaks and
unclear allegations to malign
the AAP leadership instead of
providing substantive evidence.
Hesaid the Punjab Police had al-
ready sought complete docu-

ments and electronic data from
the agency, but the ED had
failed to provide clear and us-
able evidence.

Punjab AAPPresident Arora
affirmed that the BJP’s larger
aim was to create chaos, intimi-
date political leadership and
keep government officersunder
pressure so that the elected Pun-
jab Government could not func-
tion effectively. Aman Arora
said Prime Minister Narendra
Modi had been right in his ear-

lier criticism of the CBI (Central
Bureau of Investigation), assert-
ing that the ED and CBI had
today become “BJP’s parrots.”
Addressing the media on
Wednesday, Arorasaid, “There-
peated communications sent by
the ED to the Punjab DGP, in-
cluding its latest letter seeking
registration of an FIR under Sec-
tion 66(2), reflected the ‘desper-
ation and frustration’ of the BJP-
led Central Government. The
Punjab Police had already

written to the ED on August 28,
seeking complete documentary
and electronic evidence in sup-
port of the allegations.”

The AAP Punjab President
pointed out, “The Punjab Police
has clearly told the ED that the
material provided so fariseither
unclear or notreadable and that
complete evidence, documents
and electronic data seized dur-
ingsearches should be provided
so that a proper investigation
can be conducted.”

AnRTIreply showed that of
3,65,872 applicants who under-
went dope tests since 2018,
55,318 tested positive. Amritsar
recorded the highest number of
positives. The test fee gener-
ated substantial revenue for the
state.

The AAP government has
banned public display of fire-
arms and songs glorifying gun
culture, authorities reviewed
licences. The government can-
celled 803 licences in March
2023. A Punjab assembly reply
around the same time cited 813
cancellations, of which 89 in-
volved persons with criminal
backgrounds. Highest cancel-
lations were in Mohali (235) and
Pathankot (199). All 27 can-
celled in Amritsar involved
criminal records.

It was recently reported that
Punjab Police recommended
cancellation of about 7,000
licences to the state govern-
ment. Reasons cited included
social-media display of
weapons, celebratory firing at
weddings linked to deaths and
use in crime. This followed a
special monitoring operation
over the preceding 18 months.

During elections, district
magistrates routinely order
licensed weapons to be de-
posited at police stations or
authorised gun houses.

Punjab’s high licensed-gun
density is attributed to histori-
cal factorsincluding militancy-
era security concerns, cultural
attitudes toward firearms, and
self-defence claims. Critics
point to glorification in popular
music and social media. Auth-
orities have combined tighter
new issuance, dope testing, so-
cial-media monitoring, and tar-
geted cancellations with efforts
againstillegal arms.

Punjab got only
fraction of DAP
fertiliser till Aug:
Rana Inder Pratap

Express News Service
Chandigarh, September 2

SULTANPUR LODHIMLARana
Inder Pratap today said that
Punjabwas facingasevere short-
age of DAP fertiliser and that it
will have a major impact on the
forthcoming vegetable and
wheat planting season. The
MLA said that as per figures pro-
vided to him by the Cooperatives
Department of Punjab, the state
has only received 1.37 lakh
tonnes of DAPtill August against
the need of 5.5 lakh tonnes.

The MLA who is a member
of the Punjab Assembly Com-
mittee on Cooperation said that
as per data provided to him by
Punjab government officials,
only1.551akh tonne of DAPwas
lyingin the portsin Gujarat after
import. “This DAP is to be dis-
tributed to all northern states.
Only a meagre amount will
come to Punjab in the next few
days while the early sowing of
wheat will start in parts of Pun-
jab from the end of September
itself. Thelack of DAPwill mean
that farmers will not get ad-
equate dose of the fertiliser for
their crop,” he said.

Rana Inder Pratap further
said that going by the present
speed of procurement of DAP,
Punjab will not be able to
supply even 50 per cent of the
demand for the fertiliser.

Wild big cat breaks into Kufri Zoo enclosure, Kills captive leopard ‘Sheru’
i

Saurabh Parashar
Shimla, September 2

A WILD leopard sneaked into
aleopard enclosure at the Hi-
malayan Nature Park in Kufri
and killed an aged captive
leopard named 'Sheru' on Au-
gust 8, while leaving a five-
year-old leopardess, Bandit,
unharmed, a senior officer of
the Wildlife Department told
The Indian Express on Wed-
nesday.

The officer said although
the intruder leopard was tran-
quilised, captured and subse-
quently released into the wild
on August 9, the circum-
stances surrounding Sheru’s
death became clear only after
the post-mortem report was

received on August 30.

“The post-mortem report
ruled out death due to natural
causes and concluded that
Sheru died of injuries suffered
during a struggle,” the officer
said. Sources said based on
the findings of the post-mor-
tem report, which established
that the captive leopard was
Kkilled in a fight with another
animal, an explanation was
sought from officials at the Hi-
malayan Nature Park, Kuftri,
as to how a wild animal man-
aged to enter the enclosure.

Sources said in the ab-
sence of a conclusive post-
mortem report, the Wildlife
Departmentinitially believed
that Sheru could have died of
natural causes, despite the

fact that a wild leopard had
sneaked into the enclosure.
Deputy Conservator of For-
ests (Wildlife), Shimla,
Shahnawaz Ahmad Bhatt
said, “We received the post-
mortem report of the leopard
named Sheru on August 30. It
concluded that Sherudied due
to injuries inflicted during a
struggle with another animal.
There was a lapse. We visited
the spot and found the in-
truder had sneaked into the
enclosure through a small
hole or cavity in the iron fence.
The gap was repaired. The in-
truder leopard was released
into the forest area after a de-
tailed medical examination.”
Bhatt said, “Once the Kufri
zoo staff submits its explana-
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Sheru takes rest on a wooden platform inside an enclosure at the
Himalayan Nature Park in Kufriin April 2026. SAURABH PARASHAR

epaper.indianexpress.com .. .

tion, a detailed report will be
sent to the Central Zoo Auth-
ority (CZA), Delhi.”

Range Officer Vinita
Bhardwaj, the zoo in charge,
declined to comment on the
matter.

A wildlife official associ-
ated with the Kufri zoo said,
“Ourinitial assessment is that
the wild leopard, which was
later tranquilised and re-
leased into the open forest,
had picked up the scent of the
leopardess Bandit, who was
lodged in the same enclosure
as Sheru. It managed to enter
the enclosure and became agi-
tated after finding another
male with the leopardess.
Sheru was aged and fragile
and failed to counter the

younger leopard.”

The officer said, “Kufri zoo,
known as the Himalayan Na-
ture Park, is situated adjacent
to aforested area. The bound-
aries of the Mashobra, Chail
and Shimla forest ranges are
in proximity to the zoo. In
such an environment, we can-
not rule out the possibility of
a wild leopard picking up the
scent of a young leopardess
and entering the zoo prem-
ises.”

The officer said, “There are
three pairs of leopards in the
z00. Each leopard enclosure
has one male and one female.
Leopard Sheru and leopard-
ess Bandit had been lodged
together for alongtime. Sheru
was the oldest leopard.

He was a cubwhen a forest
team rescued him from a for-
est fire in the Summer Hill
area in 2007. Since then, the
leopard has been in the care of
the Forest and Wildlife De-
partment.

“Leopardess Bandit was
also rescued after she was
found isolated in a forest area
in 2021. The enclosure where
Sheru and Bandit were lodged
is situated near the Asiatic
bears’ courtyard. The enclo-
sure was closed on all sides,
including the rooftop. Due to
the long age, Sheru had been
not much active and mostly
remain laying inside the ens-
losure. The Himalayan Nature
Park is spread over approxi-
mately 90 hectares.”

. Chandigarh
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MONSOON SESSION OF HIMACHAL PRADESH ASSEMBLY

Amid opposition, House passes
Universities (Amendment) Bill

Saurabh Parashar
Shimla, September 2

THE HIMACHAL Pradesh As-
sembly on Wednesday passed
the Himachal Pradesh State
Universities (Amendment)
Bill, 2026, amid strong opposi-
tion from BJP legislators, who
said that the proposed changes
would undermine the auton-
omy of state universities and
bring their functioning under
greater government control.

Chief Minister Sukhvinder
Singh Sukhu, who moved the
Bill for consideration and pas-
sage, described it as a “historic”
legislation aimed at safeguard-
ing the interests of qualified
youth and people of Himachal
Pradesh. He assured the House
that the government would not
interfere in the syllabus, rou-
tine academic functioning or
student-teacher affairs of uni-
versities.

The Bill, which will be now
send for the Governor's assent,
will cover Himachal Pradesh
University, established in1970;
Sardar Patel University, Mandi,
established in 2021; Himachal
Pradesh Technical University,
established in 2014; Himachal
Pradesh Agriculture, Horticul-
ture and Forestry University,
established in 1986; and Atal
Medical and Research Univer-
sity, established in 2017.

Sukhu said, "Appointments
tothe posts of Assistant Profes-
sor and Professor would con-
tinue tobe made by the univer-
sities and asserted that the Bill
would not affect their recruit-
ment. Financial requirements
of universities would be exam-
ined by the Finance Secretary
led Finance Committee, in-
cluding whether a new univer-
sity was required. The Execu-
tive Committee, headed by the
Vice-Chancellor, would re-
main supreme, while the Fi-
nance Committee would sub-
mit its reports to the Executive
Committee." He said, “Hima-
chal Pradesh Public Service
Commission will only recruit
the class-III and class-IV em-
ployees and non-teaching fac-
ulty member.”

Leader of Opposition (LoP)
Jairam Thakur said, “This

BJP protests
move to start
lottery sale

Express News Service
Shimla, September 2

THE OPPOSITION BJP on
Wednesday staged a protest at
the Himachal Pradesh Assem-
bly against the state govern-
ment’s decision to introduce
lottery sales, the alleged failure
to generate employment and
cannabis cultivation.

Led by leader of the Op-
position Jai Ram Thakur, BJP
MLAsthe sale of lottery would
“destroy the younger gener-
ation” and accused the govern-
ment of compromising Hima-
chal’s social fabric in its bid to
increase revenue. “Himachal
is not merely a state, but
“Devbhoomi”, where a culture
of hard work and honesty has
prevailed. Reintroducing asys-
tem like lottery in such a state
is unfortunate,” Thakur said.
“The government first bur-
dened people with new taxes
to conceal the state’s financial
difficulties, and now, they are
preparing to extract more
money from their pockets
through lotteries,” he said.

Thakur said employees,
pensioners and HRTC and HP
Tourism Development Cor-
poration workers had re-
peatedly been protesting over
their demands, while dissatis-
faction was growing among
different sections of society.
“The BJP will continue toraise
the issues of lottery, unem-
ployment and employees both
inside and outside the Assem-
bly,” he said.

The Opposition also ob-
jected to the government's al-
leged repeated reply that “in-
formation is being collected” to
questions related to recruit-
ment through the State Selec-
tion Commission and the foun-
dation stones and
inaugurations carried out dur-
ing Chief Minister Sukhvinder
Singh Sukhu’s tenure.

Sukhu clarified that the
government was not conceal-
ing any information and as-
sured the Assembly that all rel-
evant facts would be compiled
and placed before it.
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Chief Minister Sukhvinder Singh Sukhu speaks during the Monsoon Session of the State Assembly, in

Shimla on Wednesday. ani

amendment Bill will also meet
the same fate which was meet
to the amended provisions of
Himachal Pradesh Universities
of Agriculture, Horticulture
and Forestry Act, 1986, in the
Himachal High Court on Au-
gust 27. He said that the high
court had struck down provi-
sions that gave the state govern-
ment adecisive role in appoint-
ing vice-chancellors (V-Cs) of
the state’s agricultural univer-
sities.

BJP MLA Randhir Sharma
from Sri Naina Devi opposed
the Bill, saying universities
were already regulated by the
UGC and enjoyed autonomy
under its rules and regulations.
He said, "The amendment
amounted toan “attack” onthe
independence of universities."
Sharma objected particularly
tothe proposed role of the gov-
ernment in recruitmentand fi-
nancial affairs, arguing that the
existing system provided for
university-based selection
committees with UGC and gov-
ernment nominees. Sharma
also linked the Bill an attempt
to fill certain people affiliated
to a particular class, political
party into the state univer-

sities, which were funded by
the UGC.

He said the proposal was
also contrary to the National
Education Policy’s emphasis
oninstitutional autonomy. Re-
calling his student days with
Sukhu, Sharma said they had
together fought for university
autonomy. BJP MLA from Bi-
laspur Trilok Jamwal accused
the government of trying to
convert universities into gov-
ernment departments. He
questioned the proposed com-
position of the Finance Com-
mittee and said that the
amendment was being
brought to facilitate govern-
ment appointments.

Jamwal said, “One of the
provisionsinthe amendments
is that Finance Secretary will
chair the Finance Committee
and Vice-Chancellor will be the
member of committee. Vice-
Chancellor is the represen-
tative of Chancellor-cum-Gov-
ernor. Does this provision not
undermine the protocol?
State’s Finance Secretary will
chair the committee and Vice-
Chancellor will be amember of
the committee means a repre-
sentative of Chancellor-cum-

Governor report to the Finance
Secretary.”

Meanwhile, Technical Edu-
cation Minister Rajesh Dhar-
mani defended the Bill, saying
autonomy was important but
could not become a shield for
misuse.

He cited examples from YS
Parmar University and NIT
Hamirpur and suggested that
teaching posts should be filled
through expert committees,
while non-teaching posts
could berecruited throughthe
Public Service Commission on
merit. Opposing the Bill, BJP
MLA Vipin Singh Parmar said
that the Bill would collapse
university autonomy.

Defending the Bill, Rev-
enue Minister Jagat Singh Negi
supported the legislation and
criticised the BJP over its past
appointments. Leader of Op-
position Jairam Thakur ac-
cused the government of re-
peatedly bringing Bills and
amendments that later faced
judicial scrutiny. Sukhu hit
back, saying the LoP was “in
the habit of speaking lies” and
clarified that a court had com-
mented on university rules,
not struck down the entire Act.

Congress MLAs Suresh Kumar
and Harish Janartha also
backed the Bill, with Janartha
stressing the need for greater
monitoring of financial affairs
and alleging irregularities in
university administration.

Two other Bills were

passed

Two moe bills including
Shimla Roads Users and Pedes-
trians (Public Safety and Con-
venience) Amendment Bill,
2026, seekingto further amend
the Shimla Roads Users and
Pedestrians (Public Safety and
Convenience) Act, 2007.

Sukhu also introduced the
Himachal Pradesh Goods and
Services Tax (Amendment)
Bill, 2026, proposing further
amendments to the Himachal
Pradesh Goods and Services
Tax Act, 2017, were passed in
the Assembly on Wednesday.

Congress MLA raises HRTC bus
shortage, poor condition of fleet

Express News Service
Shimla, September 2

THE DETERIORATING condi-
tion of Himachal Road Trans-
port Corporation (HRTC) buses
and the closure of routes in
Mandi district came under
sharp discussion in the Hima-
chal Pradesh Assembly on
Wednesday, with Opposition
leaders backing Congress MLA
from Dharampur Chander
Shekhar, who raised the issue
under Rule 62.

Chander Shekhar criticised
HRTC officials for preparing
ground inspection reports
without visiting the actual sites
and relying on lower-level staff.
He said the practice had con-
tributed to inadequate moni-
toring of buses, particularly in
the difficult mountainous ter-
rain of Dharampur.

“There are many instances
in my Assembly constituency,
which is a tough and moun-
tainous area, where HRTC
buses have broken down,” he
said. Leader of Opposition Jai

| Ram Thakur supported the

issue, saying a similar situation
prevailed in his Seraj consti-
tuency. “Atleast 17 HRTC routes
under my Assembly have been
closed for unexplained reasons.
Not operating buses on 17
routes means depriving alarge
section of the population of
connectivity,” he said. Thakur
also questioned the govern-
ment’s plan to procure electric
buses, asking whether they
would be suitable for Hima-
chal’s difficult mountainous
terrain. CM Sukhvinder Singh
Sukhu said the government
was committed to providing
better bus services through
HRTC. “Electric buses are the

need of the hour. They are en-
vironment-friendly as well as
economical,” he said.

Replying on behalf of Dep-
uty Chief Minister Mukesh Ag-
nihotri, who holds the Trans-
port portfolio, Industry
Minister Harshwardhan Chau-
han said the Sarkaghat depot
had 58 buses against a sanc-
tioned fleet of 77. Of these, 13
had completed their prescribed
kilometre limit, nine had com-
pleted nine years of service,
while 15 IJnNURM buses had
crossed the prescribed 10-year
age limit but were still being op-
erated because of their satisfac-
tory condition.

- BENGALURU CENTRAL CITY CORPORATION |

Dffice of the Executive Engineer, Shivaji Nagar Division,
Thimmaizh Road, (ueens Road, Bangalore

No.EE/SJN/E-PROC/26/2026-27

Date: 02.09.2026

PUBLIC NOTICE ON AUCTION OF
PLEDGED GOLD ORNAMENTS

The borrowerks in specilic and Inléresled biddars in general, are hereby informed thal on account
of non-repayment of the Banks due by the barrowers as undar despite the paymend nofice and
recalliauchon nolice 1ssuad by ks Bank, the gold amamsnls padosd wilh the bank securily by
Ihe respiective bormeasers for the loss avadad by Memwill be-scld in public adciion on "as swhere
i5" and "non-recowrss” &l branch premises on 15" September 2026 at 10,30 AM, The austion
miay be adpurned o any other later date at the discreation of the bank dpon publication of the
same in the Bark's notice bogrd. The bomowers are heretry further méom that the gold omaments
willl be depozad of by publc aulion'e-auckan, il the auction = not successiul, and f thare iz a
further balanca to be recovered thereafter, legal ackion will b2 iniliated agains the barrower's for
recovery of the balance amaunts due to the bank. "in case of deceazad borrower, all condilions
will be Bpplicable 1o legal heirs.”

&' CSB Bank

e

[_' ; : l . 1Bal, Dutstan-|

8. | Auction Center Chent | Moaf] 5 | Weight
-il'iu- CSE Branch Account Nama D | h-:el HJI'_‘E;;B”IE \(grams}
1 |Amiitser Nishan Singh ﬂE";f:"JM?i' o01 | 40137538 3800
12 | Arnritsar Ravinder Kaur '117"93'EI?!E|ILE|I~ 002 | 83226080 8923
1 | Amritsar Robin Q507736890 001 ) 8.20493.09) 8030
4 | Amritsar Wishal Athwal 04B51549] 001 ] 81933364 69.08

Localemmrin o o e N :
Far miore deladsiaccounl weese mlormalion boroéersintarsstad bddars may condact respeclive
branches and for paricipating in tha auction
PUNJAE | 03.00.2028

80i- AUTHORLZED OFFICER, CSE BANK

Tamil Nadu Power Distribution Corporation Ltd.

Notice Inviting Tenders (E-Tendering Process)

Specification | Tender In\_liting Name of the Work
No. Authority
M2z | CE/MM L er Cable e
M 251 CE /MM Procurement of 800Nos of 25KVA 22KV 433V EEL-1 DTs
M 252 CE /MM Procurement of 3500Nos of 63KVA 22KV 433V EEL-1 DTs
M 253 CE /MM Procurement of 3500Nos of 100KVA 22KV 433V EEL-1 DTs
M 254 CE /MM Procurement of 1800Nos of 200KVA 22KV 433V EEL-1 DTs
M 255 CE /MM Procurement of 63KVA 11KV Aluminium Wound EEL2 DT
M 256 CE /MM Procurement of 100KVA 11KV Aluminium Wound EEL2 DT
M 257 CE /MM Procurement of 500KVA 11KV Copper Wound EEL1 DT
For details of works / Procurement / Due date of submission / Opening, viewing and
downloadingofe-tenders, please visitthe websites www.tnpdcl.org, www.tenders.tn.gov.in,
www.tntenders.gov.in DIPR/2742/Tender/2026

INVITATION FOR SHORT TERM TENDER

{Two Cover System) (Through GOK KPPP Portal anly)

The Executive Engineer (Shivaji Nagar Division), BCCC, Bangalore invites
tenders from eligible Contractors registered in CPWD / KPWD / Railways
/MES/ National Highway or any State Government Organizations for the
construction of work detailed in the table below. The tenderers may submit
tenders for the work given in the table through e-procurement portal of the
Government of Karnataka {via hitp//kppp.karnataka.gov.in). The Tenderers
are advised to note the minimum qualification criteria specified in Clause 3
of the Instructions to Tenderer's to qualify for award of the contract
(Standard Tender Document KW4). 2) Tenders must be submitted online
through e-procurement portal on or before 16,00 hours on 18/09/2026.
3) Other details can be seenin the tender document,

Sl Name of the Work/Approximate value (Rs in Lakhs)
No.| (Without GST)/EMD amount in Rs.

Park Area Development, Construction Of Seating Plaza, Civic
Center And Other Finishing Works In Ulsoor Lake (Call-Vl).
Approximate value of work : Rs. 787.20 Lakhs, EMD Amount in Rs
:Rs.11,80,000./-

Calender of evenis :

1) Pre bid meeting will be held on 15/09/2026 at 15.00 in the office of the
Chief Engineer Zone-2, Bengaluru City Ceniral Palike, Annexure-3, 4th
Floor, GBA office compound, N R Square, Bengaluru, 2) Last Date for
uploading the Flled Tender Document is 18-09-2026 upto 04.00 p.m.
3) Date of Opening of the Technical Bid Tenders is on 19-09-2026 by 11.00
A.M. 4) Date of Financial bid Opening of Tenders is on after Technical bid
approved

5d/- Executive Engineer, Shivaji nagar Division, BCCC.
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HIPFIHE CORPORATION LIMITED
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NOTICE INUATING E-TENDER: FOR DRY-DOCK OF 150 PAX (131 NOK-AC 18 AC) PARTIALLY AIR-COMNTIONED ML THRUMALLUNAR SNLING
LNDER POOMPUHAR SHIPPMG CORPORATION UMIED. KAMNIAKLIMAR FERRY SERVICE, KAMNIYAKUMAR]
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Submission pnd
Technical bid Opanirg
Price bid Opanimng
Vabhie af e Tender
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No.

NAME OF
BOARD/CORP.
/AUTH
1 | DIRECTORAT |

E OF STATE

NIT NO.
02/2026-27/SPA-

HARYANA,

OLD REFERENCE/

1/TECH TENDER ID-
TRANSPORT ' 2026_HRY_539130_1

GOVERNMENT OF HARYANA

NATURE OF
CORRIGENDUM

ONLINE TENDER FOR PURCHASE OF 500

STANDARD NON-AC DIESEL BUSES MEETING ' http://etenders.hry.nic.in

BS-VI EMISSION NORMS. THE CLOSING DATE IS
EXTENDED UP TO 18.09.2026 TILL 15:00 HOURS
AND OPENING OF TECHNICAL BID WILL BE
21.09.2026 AFTER 15:00 HOURS

WEBSITE NODAL OFFICER/
OF THE BOARD/ CONTACT
CORP/AUTH DETAILS/EMAIL
| https://hartrans.gov.in 01722710371
landbuilding0002

CORRIGENDUM e 2

@gmail.com

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION KINDLY VISIT : www.haryanaeprocurement.gov.in or www.etenders.hry.nic.in

No- 48890/HRY

TAMILNADU MEDICAL SERVICES CORPORATION LIMITED

No.417, Pantheon Road, Egmore, Chennai-600008.

Phone:28191890/28190259; Fax: 044 -28190636; Mail: equipment.tnmsc@tn.gov.in

ISI.No Online Tender no with qty./ Document Cost Sale Period Pre bid |Submission| Opening
| 1 |E1555/WPS/RC/TNMSC/ENGG/2026, dt: 01.09.2026/07.09.2026 to| 15.09.2026 | 22.09.2026 | 22.09.2026
Water Purification System (8) — Rs.5,725/- 21.09.2026 | 11.00AM | 11.00 AM | 12.00 Noon

2 |E1556/EYE/RC/TNMSC/ENGG/2026, dt: 01.09.2026 -
Streak Retinoscope (28), Direct Ophthalmoscope (147)|07.09.2026 to [ 15.09.2026 | 22.09.2026 | 22.09.2026
& OCT Low End (28) — Rs.5,725/- 21.09.2026 | 11.30AM | 11.00 AM | 12.00 Noon
3 |E1557/EYE/RC/TNMSC/ENGG/2026, dt:01.09.2026 -|07.09.2026 to|15.09.2026 | 22.09.2026 | 22.09.2026
RETCAM (5) —Rs.5,725/- 21.09.2026 |12.00 Noon| 11.00 AM | 12.00 Noon
4 |E1558/HAO/RC/TNMSC/ENGG/2026, dt: 01.09.2026|07.09.2026 to| 15.09.2026 | 22.09.2026 | 22.09.2026
- Hot Air Oven (32) - Rs.2,290/- 21.09.2026 | 12.30PM | 11.00 AM | 12.00 Noon
> 5150599/2%’;2'_'2/2%ﬁg@':’;’fg{ CathIG/2026, At g 09,2026 to| 17.09.2026 | 09.10.2026 | 09.10.2026
Rs.5.725/. 08.10.2026 | 11.00AM | 11.00 AM | 12.00 Noon

DIPR/ 2733 /Tender/2026

For details visit www.tntenders.gov.in and TNMSC website www.tnmsc.tn.gov.in
GENERAL MANAGER (EQUIPMENT)

L TR

GOVERNMENT OF ODISHA
OFFICE OF THE ENGINEER-IN-CHIEF
RURAL WORKS ODISHA, BHUBANESWAR

Email Lil: crew bbaris yvalioo.com
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SR NAME OF NAME OF WORK NOTICE TENDER OPENING AMOUNT / WEBSITE OF THE NODAL
NO DEPARTMENT DATE EMD DEPARTMENT OFFICER/CONTACT
CLOSING | (APPROX)) IN DETAILS/EMAIL
DATE RUPEES
1 | PWD B&R, AMBALA |STRENGTHENING OF OLD NH-65 (KM 5.00 TO 11.400) (ROAD| 31.08.2026 743.53 LACS | https://etenders.hry.nic.in 01712977224
ID 12708) IN AMBALA DISTRICT (WORK PROGRAMME 2026| 14.09.2026 pwd-eepd1-ambala@hry.nic.in
AND 27) (UNDER AMBALA CITY NSTITUENCY). (GROUP 3)
2 | PWD B&R, AMBALA |WIDENING AND STRENGTHENING OF 04 NOS. ROADS| 31.08.2026 1051.64 LACS | https://etenders.hry.nic.in 01712977224
UNDER PROVINCIAL DIVISION NO.1, PWD BANDR| 10.09.2026 pwd-eepd1-ambala@hry.nic.in
BRANCH, AMBALA CANTT IN AMBALA DISTT UNDER
AMBALA  CITY CONSTITUENCY UNDER WORK
PROGRAMME 2026-27 (ROAD ID 97, 197, 205 AND 206)
(GROUP 1) + 2 WORKS
3 PWD B&R, HISAR  |[CONSTRUCTION OF 200 BEDDED CIVIL HOSPITAL AT SEC-| 01.09.2026 351.82 LACS | https://etenders.hry.nic.in 01662225651
9 IN DISTT. FATEHABAD. (PDG 11 KV INDEPENDENT| 07.09.2026 pwd-eeed-hissar@hry.nic.in
FEEDER ONLY)
4 PWD B&R, KAITHAL |IMPROVEMENT OF 7 NOS. ROADS (1) KK ROAD TO GEONG| CLOSING 430.49 LACS | https://etenders.hry.nic.in 9896320998
(ROAD ID 7097) (2) SARPAN KHERI TO SEGA ROAD (ROAD DATE pwd-eepd-kaithal @hry.nic.in
ID 7095) (3) KATHWAR-MUNDRI ROAD TO KARNAL ROAD| 10.09.2026
AT VILL. MUNDRI (ROAD ID 9418) (4) MUNDRI NAINA
DHONS ROAD TO MUNDRI KATHWAR ROAD (ROAD ID -
10092) (5) KAITHAL PEHOWA TO JAGDISHPURA (ROAD ID
7122) (6) KEORAK BAROUT ROAD TO KAITHAL PEHOWA
ROAD (ROAD ID 9414) (7) BAROUT TO TEEK RLY. STATION
(ROAD ID 7132) IN KAITHAL CONSTITUENCY UNDER
WORK PROGRAMME 2026-27 (GROUP-II)
5 PANCHAYATI DPLAN CONST. OF COMMUNITY HALL AT VILLAGE| 29.08.2026 158.96 LACS | https://etenders.hry.nic.in | 0171-2551368
RAJ, AMBALA DHURALA AND INSTALLATION OF OPEN GYM NEAR| 0(7.09.2026 prexeeng.amb@hry.nic.in
COMMUNITY CENTRE AT VILIAGE CHUDIALA BLOCK
SAHA + 9 WORKS
6 PANCHAYATI D PLAN INSTALLATION OF SHED AND GRANITE FLOORING| 01.09.2026 51.25 LACS | https://etenders.hry.nic.in 0171-2551368
RAJ,AMBALA ON STAIRS IN STADIUM IN VILLAGE PANJOKHRA SAHIB| 07.09.2026 prexeeng_amb@hry.nic.in
AND SHED ON OPEN GYM IN STADIUM IN VILLAGE 5125343
PANJOKHRA SAHIB BLOCK AMBALA-II + 4 WORKS
7 PANCHAYATI RAJ, [CONSTRUCTION OF BALMIKI CHOUPAL , VILLAGE -| 01.09.2026 9.71 LACS | https://etenders.hry.nic.in 9896224357
KURUKSHETRA SANGHOR, BLOCK - BABAIN 08.09.2026 prexeeng krk@hry.nic.in
8 IRRIGATION & REGARDING REQUIREMENT OF MATERIAL IN STORE| CLOSING 15.21 LACS | https://etenders.hry.nic.in 01250-220058
WATER RESOURCES |UNDER JURISDICTION OF LWS (M) SUB DIVISION NO. 2, DATE xenlwsmech@gmail.com
DEPARTMENT CHARKHI DADRI FOR FLOOD DEWATERING & 1 MORE| (7.09.2026
HARYANA, CHARKHI [WORK
DADRI
9 BPS GOVERNMENT |REGARDING PUBLISHING OF ADVERTISEMENT FOR| 02.09.2026 EMD 20000 https://etenders.hry.nic.in 9416803361
MEDICAL COLLEGE |TENDER FOR CMC OF WATER PURIFIER (54 NOS.)| 08.09.2026 bpsgme.purchase@gmail.com
FOR WOMEN INSTALLED IN BPS GMC FOR WOMEN, KHANPUR KALAN +
KHANPUR KALAN |ONE OTHERS WORKS.
SONEPAT
10 | KALPANA CHAWLA |[E-TENDER FOR SUPPLY MEDICINE AND CONSUMABLE| 08.09.2026 EMD 10000 | https://etenders.hry.nic.in | 9896154463
GOVT MEDICAL  |(CAP. NITROFURANTOIN, TAB. PREGABALIN WITH| 15.09.2026 director.keghe-hry@gov.in
COLLEGE KARNAL |METHYLCOBALAMIN, TAB. RANITIDINE ETC.) AT KCGMC,
KARNAL
11 FOREST SUPPLY OF LIVE FISH FINGERLINGS ROHO, KATLA,| 01.09.2026 4.19 LACS | https://etenders.hry.nic.in 01662259233
DEPARTMENT, HISAR |GOLDEN AND MIRGUL ETC AT DEV BHOOMI COMMUNITY | 07.09.2026 dwlohisar@gmail.com
RESERVE, VILLAGE KALWAN, DISTT. JIND
12 FOREST DIGGING OF KACHA POND, DESILTING OF POND, SOIL| 01.09.2026 5.81 LACS https://etenders.hry.nic.in 01662259233
DEPARTMENT, HISAR |FILLING AROUND THE TREES AND EARTHEN MOUND AT| (7.09.2026 dwlohisar@gmail.com
DEV BHOOMI COMMUNITY RESERVE, VILLAGE KALWAN,
DISTT. JIND
13 CIVIL REQUEST TO ADVERTISE E-TENDER OF ORTHO IMPLANT| 03.09.2026 | EMD 1 LACS | https://etenders.hry.nic.in 9416255807
SURGEON,SIRSA  |& INSTRUMENTS 2026-27 DISTRICT SIRSA 15.09.2026 cposirsa@gmail.com
14 WOMEN & CHILD |RATE CONTRACT FOR THE PURCHASE OF HDPE BAGS FOR| 01.09.2026 4.50 LACS | https://etenders.hry.nic.in 9466703499
DEVELOPMENT, THE YEAR 2026-27 08.09.2026 panjiriplantwcdgharaunda
PANIJIRI PLANT, @yahoo.co.in
GHARAUNDA,
KARNAL
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION KINDLY VISIT www.etenders.hry.nic.in No. 48889/HRY
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COURT FLAGS DISCREPANCIES IN ACCIDENTAL DEATH REPORT

Six years later, Bombay HC orders
CBIprobe into Disha Salian’s death

Omkar Gokhale
Mumbai, September 2

SIX YEARS after Disha Salian’s
death, the Bombay High Court
on Wednesday ordered a fresh
investigation by the CBI, saying
that the Mumbai Police inquiry
had “raised more questions
thanitanswers”and thatan FIR
was necessary to establish
whether a cognisable offence
had been commiitted.

At the same time, the court
made it clear that the CBI must
not treat anyone as an accused
unless the investigation throws
up sufficient grounds for rea-
sonable suspicion.

Disha, a former manager of
late actor Sushant Singh Rajput,
onthenight between June 8 and
9, 2020, died after falling from
aresidential building in Malad,
Mumbai. Six days later, Rajput
was found dead at his Bandra
residence. The bench of Justice
Sarang V Kotwal and Justice
Ranjitsinha R Bhonsale directed
the CBItoappoint aninvestigat-
ingofficer, record the statement
of Salian’s father Satish Salian
and investigate “all aspects sur-

roundingthe circumstances” in
which she died.

The court also flagged 10 cir-
cumstances in the case records
that, it said, required athorough
investigation, including a be-
lated spot panchnama, discrep-
ancies in the accidental death
report and unexplained police
presence at the building before
Salian’s death was reported.

The HC said the Mumbai Po-
lice had “sufficient opportunity
to investigate the offence” but
had not registered an FIR de-
spite allegations pointing to a

Disha Salian’s (right) father Satish Salian at Bombay HC. AkasH paTIL

cognisable offence. Instead, the
police had proceeded under
Section 174 of the CrPC, which
the court found “inadequate
and insufficient”.

The court directed the Mal-
vani police station to hand over
allrelevant papersand articlesto
the CBI officer and said the in-
vestigation should be conducted
under the Bharatiya Nagarik
Suraksha Sanhita (BNSS), 2023.
“Nobody shall be treated as an
accused, unlessin the opinion of
the IO there are sufficient
groundstoraise reasonable sus-

picion against him depending
on the material collected under
the investigation,” the HC said,
adding that it was making “no
observations against any par-
ticular individual”.

The court said the CBI
should file an appropriate report
before the competent courtifan
offenceismadeout. Iftheinves-
tigation finds that no offence
was committed, the CBI should
file a summary, against which
Disha’s father would have the
right to file a protest petition.

The court also said the fresh

investigation was necessary to
ensurethatevidence, ifany, was
not destroyed or lost with the
passage of time. It observed that
an investigation that had al-
ready continued in two stages
forsixyears “cannot goonforan
inordinately long time”.

Disha’s father had initially
raised concerns over attemptsto
malign his daughter’s name
amid speculation surrounding
her death. In 2025, however, he
approached the HC through ad-
vocate Nilesh Ojha, alleging a
cover-up in the investigation
and seeking registration of an
FIR and a fresh probe.

Opposing the plea, Mumbai
Police, represented by Chief
Public Prosecutor Shishir Hiray,
said its investigation had con-
cluded that Salian died by sui-
cide.

Italsotold the court that the
findings of a Special Investiga-
tion Team constituted in 2023
were consistent with those of
the earlier investigation and
found no foul play. The police
said the investigation did not
substantiate allegations of sex-
ual assault.

Jaishankar commences
trip to Ukraine, Poland

Shubhajit Roy
New Delhi, September 2

IN A diplomatic tightrope
walk, External Affairs Minister
(EAM) S Jaishankar is headed
to Ukraine on a bilateral visit
on Thursday even as Prime
Minister Narendra Modi con-
tinues his engagements with
Russia.

Announcing the visit on
Wednesday, a Ministry of Ex-
ternal Affairs spokesperson
said Jaishankar “will under-
take an official visit to Ukraine
and the Republic of Poland
from 3-5 September 2026”.

“...EAM will hold bilateral
consultations with his
counterparts, Foreign Min-
ister Andrii Sybiha of Ukraine,
and Deputy Prime Minister
and Foreign  Minister
Radostaw Sikorski of Poland,”
the spokesperson said.

“The visit will focus on en-
hancingbilateral relations and
also provide an opportunity to
exchange views on regional
developments and issues of
mutual interest,” the spokes-
person added.

This is Jaishankar’s first
standalone visit to Ukraine,
which has been at war with
Russia since February 2022.
His last visit, in August 2024,
was as part of the official del-

egation accompanying Modi.
In contrast, Jaishankar has
visited Russia at least 10 times
since 2019.

The EAM’s visit to Ukraine
comes at a time when Prime
Minister Modi is engaging
Russian President Vladimir
Putin twice in the span of a
fortnight.

The development assumes
significance in the wake of an
Indian beingKkilled during Rus-
sian attacks on the Ukraine
capital on Tuesday, making it
the second such death in the
country. The safety of Indian
nationals in the war-torn region
hasbeen a cause of concern for
New Delhi, and it hasraised the
issue with both Moscow and
Kyiv.

In fact, after five Indian
seafarers were killed in July
last year, India and Ukraine
had a diplomatic conversa-
tion. The latter had then pro-
posed a conversation between
the Foreign Ministers of the
two countries.

India has always advocated
dialogue and diplomacy to
bring an end to the Ukraine-
Russia war. That said, the visit
could also be aimed at another
proposition that India has
fielded — i.e. to participate in
rebuilding Ukraine in the
post-conflict future.

Indiaraps
Pakistan over
‘destruction of
century-old
Hindu temple’

Express News Service
New Delhi, September 2

INDIA ON Wednesday un-
equivocally condemned the
reported destruction of a
Hindu temple in the Narowal
region of Pakistan, demanding
that Islamabad promptly in-
vestigate the incident and hold
those responsible fully ac-
countable.

New Delhi said that Pakis-
tan must take immediate
measures to restore the “des-
ecrated temple” and fulfil its
primary obligation to guaran-
tee the safety, security and
well-being of all its minority
citizens.

“We have noted...the dis-
turbing reports of the destruc-
tion of a historic Hindu temple
invillage Siraj, Narowal, Pakis-
tan. We unequivocally con-
demn this reprehensible act of
vandalism against a century-
old minority place of worship,”
the Ministry of External Affairs
spokesperson Randhir Jaiswal
said. “The apparent apathy of
authorities and failure to pro-
tect this century-old temple is
alarming,” Jaiswal said.

e RESTORED MASTERPIECE WILL BE SCREENED AT FRANCE’S FESTIVAL LUMIERE IN LYON, FOLLOWED BY A SPECIAL SCREENING DURING BFI LONDON FILM FESTIVAL

Meena Kumari classic Pakeezah gets afacelift, set for world premiere in October

54 years after its grand premiere in Mumbai, Kamal Amrohi’s
classic will return to the big screen in a restored version

Alaka Sahani
Mumbai, September 2

NEARLY 54 YEARS ago, the
film cans for Pakeezah’s pre-
miere arrived at Mumbai’s Ma-
ratha Mandir in a palanquin
and the screening was attended
by its director Kamal Amrohi,
lead actor Meena Kumari and
many prominent film person-
alities.

After a two-year restora-
tion process, spearheaded by
the Film Heritage Foundation
(FHF), the cinematic master-
piece will have the world pre-

*CROSSWORD

miere of its restored version at
France’s Festival Lumiere in
Lyon in October, followed by
another special screening dur-
ing the BFI London Film Fes-
tival.

The Indian classic was con-
ceptualised in the mid-1950s as
a grand tribute to the beauty of
Amrohi’s wife and muse,
Meena Kumari.

Set against the exquisite
backdrop of Lucknow’s twilight
era of nawabs, Pakeezah show-
cases a career-defining per-
formance by Meena Kumatri as
the tragic courtesan Sahibjaan.

6084

Due to a number of techni-
cal and personal reasons as well
as budgetary constraints, the
film remained in production
for 15 years.

Filmingbegan in black-and-
white in 1956 before shifting to
Eastmancolor in 1958. Produc-
tion slowed due to casting
shifts, script revisions, and Am-
rohi’s perfectionism that
proved expensive.

In 1964, the film’s produc-
tion stalled when Amrohi and
Kumari separated due to per-
sonal differences.

The project suffered a

e OVERTHE HEDGE

After multiple roadblocks, Pakeezah hit theatres in 1972

ACROSS

1If rebuffed stay home (8)

5 ‘The Church’incomplete as
address for a priest (4)

9 A number enter with a
measure (5)

10 End of clues or
anagram (7)

11 Minor role in yet another
swindle (6,6)

13 Result strangely in a glossy
appearance (6)

14 Not quite a fifty majority (6)
17 He’s generally responsible
for moving scenes (4,8)

20 1It’s hell for nine at sea (7)

21 Provide one part of a
television (5)

22 Painter involved in yoga (4)

23 All right for light and water
(4.4)

DOWN

1 Colour and become servile (4)
2 Putright - aslipping
bandage? (7)

3 Written evidence of class
distinction - or otherwise! (6,6)

4 Resolve to settle (6)
6 Compelled tojump (5)

7 Weather men caughtina
flurry of sleet (8)

8 Communal study of US coal
isveryinvolved (6,6)

12 Blundering on stage
perhaps (8)

15 Turns in revue do appear to
be unpaid (7)

16 Animal that’sshyuptoa
point (6)

18 High attic required by youth
leader (5)

19 Check key lubricant (4)

SOLUTIONS CROSSWORD 6083 ACROSS: 1Reinstate, 8 Arena, 9 Capital, 10
Rig out, 11 Athens, 12 Flagging, 15 Sanskrit, 18 Evolve, 20 Averse, 21 Habitat, 22
Exile, 23 Tailoress DOWN: 2 Exact, 3 Noised, 4 Transfer, 5 Eating, 6 Deposit, 7
Castigate, 11 Apostates, 13 After all, 14 Inherit, 16 Kismet, 17 Hosier, 19 Vials

JUMBLED WORDS

Given below are four jumbled words. Solve the jumbles to make
proper words and move them to the respective circles below.
Select the letters in the shaded circles and jumble them to get the

answer for the given quip.

Stoop and you’ll be stepped on; stand talland you’llbe _____-

Carlos A.Urbizo (4,2)
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WHEN DID WE STOP BREAKING
INTO HUMANS' HOUSES AND

THEY AL

EVER SINCE

major blow when Kumari was
diagnosed with liver cirrhosis
in1968.

Avyear later, the project was
miraculously revived when
actors Sunil Dutt and Nargis
viewed the existing footage
and convinced an ailing Ku-
mari to complete the shoot.

The production faced
further tragedy when legend-
ary cinematographer Josef
Wirsching died in 1967.

A rotating collective of In-
dia’s top cinematographers
stepped in to complete the
work and meticulously match
his visual aesthetic.

Similarly, music composer
Ghulam Mohammed passed
away in 1968 after composing
the film’s iconic songs.

BY MICHAEL FRY & T LEWIS

Legendary Naushad was
brought in tocompose the final
background score.

“Pakeezah finally hit the-
aterson February4,1972, arriv-
ing just as Indian cinema was
shifting away from the refined,
Urdu-inflected studio melodra-
mas of the mid-century toward
gritty, urban action block-
busters,” says a press note by
the FHF. Kumari passed away
on March 31, 1972.

Following her tragic death
and overwhelming critical ac-
claim, the film emerged as a
box office sensation.

Recounting the process of
its restoration FHF director
Shivendra Singh Dungarpur
says: “When I went to inspect
the original camera negative, I

*ROYALSTARS

saw that it had almost melted.
The other film elements we had
to work with were not in good
condition, with faded colours,
scratchesand mould... During
our research, we discovered
original film stills which helped
agreatdeal.”

The restoration team col-
lected an interpositive (IP) and
a CinemasScope print found at
the Ramnord Lab. They also se-
cured access to a colour reversal
internegative preserved by the
NFDC-National Film Archive
of India.

These materials helped in
the restoration of the 153-min-
ute film. Pakeezah’s restoration
was carried out by FHF in as-
sociation with the Amrohi
family.

BY GEORGIANICOLS
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BVERY SATURDAY T GET

UP AT SIX AND BAT
THREE BOWLS OF

CRUNCHY SUGAR BOMBS.

THEN T WATCH CARTOONS
TILL NOON, AND I'M
INCOHERENT AND
HYPERACTIVE THE
'EET oF THE Uﬁ."l'

'M MIKEY. FPEOPLE MAGAZINE
CHOSE ME AS THE MOST
_ADCORABL F: TODDLER OF THE YEAR |
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DIFFICULTY LEVEL 3s
INSTRUCTIONS

To solve a Sudoku
puzzle, every digit from
1to 9 must appearin

columns, in each of the
nine horizontal rows
and in each of the nine
boxes.

DIFFICULTY LEVEL

SUDOKU 6429

1s = Very easy; 2s = Easy;
3s = Medium; 4s = Hard;

Ss =Very Hard;
6s = Genius

each of the nine vertical
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ARIES (MAR 21- APR 20): You're impulsive and highly
creative. Today you might have an original idea that sur-
prises everyone. Meanwhile, keep working hard, busting
your buns. Tonight: Conversations.

TAURUS (APR 21- MAY 21): You might have some unusual
ideas about making money or increasing your earnings.
Admittedly, something unexpected mightimpact some-
thing that you own. So, guard your possessions against

loss, theft or damage. Tonight: Check your belongings.

Tonight: Be friendly.

BE0 868 0 8

GEMINI (MAY 22 - JUNE 21): Thisis an unusually powerful
day for you because the Moon is in your sign enhanced by
several planets. You'll be an effective communicator. How-
ever, guard againstimpulsive, rash actions, because your
moods will change quickly. Tonight: You win.

CANCER (JUNE 22 - JULY 23): You might feel restless
today. Make no assumptions when dealing with authority
figures because thereis a possibility of confusion or mis-
understandings. Today you have strong ideas about shared
property, inheritances and debt. Tonight: Enjoy privacy.

LEO (JULY 24 - AUG 23): A friend might say or do some-
thing that catches you off guard today, or perhapsa
member of a group. Possibly, something in the news makes
you feel sympathetic to someone and you want to help.

VIRGO (AUG 24 - SEP 23): Keep your eye on authority fig-
ures today, including parents. They might do something
that you least expect. It can be minor, or it could be major.
Some of you will look for ways to improve your health or
your job. Tonight: You're admired.

LIBRA (SEP 24 - OCT 23): Travel plans might be inter-
rupted today. Or you might suddenly have to travel when
you didn't expect to do so. Meanwhile, you'll wantto help a
partner or someone close to you. Tonight: Explore.

SCORPIO (OCT 24 - NOV 23): Think twice before you
make an important financial decision today, especially if
giving someone else money or sharing something. Also,
guard against an obsession. Tonight: Check your finances.

SAGITTARIUS (NOV 24 - DEC 22): A partner or close
friend might throw you a curveball today. Be ready for
something unexpected. Someone might be jealous or they
might misunderstand something, even a gesture of gener-

osity or caring on your part. Tonight: Be cooperative.

i

CAPRICORN (DEC 23 - JAN 20): Your work routine will be
interrupted today. Guard against obsessing about some-
thing, perhaps meeting a deadline or going by the rule-
book. Keep things in perspective. Tonight: Be organised.

AQUARIUS (JAN 21- FEB 19): Parents should be extra
vigilant about their kids today because this is an accident-
prone day. Furthermore, information about social outings,
your kids and sports events might be confusing or mislead-

ing. Tonight: Have some fun.

X

PISCES (FEB 20 - MAR 20): Your home routine

will be interrupted today. Small appliances might
break down or something unexpected could happen.
Someone might appear at your door. Confusion about

money and possessions s likely. Get all your facts
before you have a reaction or decide to take action.

Tonight: Relax at home.
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SC: Mishra only pro tem
BCI Chairperson until
new Bar body is in place

Express News Service
New Delhi, September 2

THE SUPREME Court on Wed-
nesday said that Bar Council of
India (BCI) Chairperson Manan
Kumar Mishra’s position was
only “pro tem” until a freshly
constituted lawyers’ body
elects its office-bearers and di-
rected that it has to take any
policy decision in consultation
with the Attorney General (AG)
R Venkataramani and Solicitor
General (SG) Tushar Mehta.

A three-judge bench pre-
sided by Chief Justice of India
Surya Kant, also comprising
Justices Joymalya Bagchi and
V Mohana, was hearing pleas
challenging the continuation of
Mishra as BCI Chairperson
after the expiry of the tenure of
the last Council, and the April
2025 BCI notification extend-
ing his term until 2030.

Representing the peti-
tioners, Senior Advocate Mad-
havi Divan said the tenure spec-
ified by the BCI Rules is two
years, and the April 2025 notifi-
cation regarding the extension
of Mishra’s term does not say
under which clause it was is-
sued.

Referring to the proviso to
Section 4(3) of the Advocates
Act, she said the provision in-
tends to prevent an adminis-
trative vacuum and allows last
Chairman or Vice Chairman to

continue until the new Council
isin place, buthasbeenused to
avoid elections and perpetuate
the existing office-holders.

Justice Bagchi said the no-
tification cannot go beyond the
Rules. “Ifthe rule holds, it can’t
extend beyond 2027. On the
face of the rule, notification
can’toverride astatuteand em-
power abody to give additional
tenure,” he said. The CJI said
the concernsraised by the peti-
tioners would be addressed if
the elections are completed
soon.

Underlining the need to in-
volve the AG and SG in policy
decisions, Justice Bagchi told
BCI counsel Senior Advocate
Guru Krishnakumar: “You
should also bear in mind that
you are like a pro tem Chair-
man till a fresh election of the
BCI, pursuant to the elections
already conducted in the State
Bar Councils, takes place. So, it
is not a situation where he is
democratically elected and
continues to be so. His term is
co-terminus with the elections
which are imminent. Because
the new Bar Councils are about
to be constituted. So, in this
situation... day-to-day func-
tioning is left to the pro tem
Chairman. But whenever a pol-
icy decision is taken, a perma-
nent ex-officio member, like
the Attorney General, must be
involved.”

Nepal PM thanks India for aid after

mlnlster S ‘compensation’ claim

India sends fifth
instalment of
5-tonne relief
material to Nepal

DivyaA
New Delhi, September 2

INDIA ON Wednesday dis-
patched the fifth tranche of over
5 tonnes of essential medicines
to flood-ravaged Nepal, along-
side an11-member rescue team.
Nepalese Prime Minister Balen
Shah thanked India for rapid as-
sistance, also stating in Parlia-
ment that around 4,000 people
remain missing a week after
flash floods struck Rasuwa dis-
trict. PM Shah’s statement
comes after Nepal Foreign Min-
ister Shisir Khanal had said that
Nepal should not view post-dis-
aster assistance simply as char-
ity,butasanissue of “justiceand
compensation”.

“ThefifthIndianaircraft has
departed for Nepal. Itis carrying
an1l-member rescue team with
specialised equipment, and 5.5
tonnes of essential medicines,”
External Affairs Minister S Jai-
shankar said in a post on X on
Wednesday morning.

India has already delivered
68.5 tonnes of relief materials to
Nepal, along with ateam of doc-
torsand paramedics, atechnical

India has already delivered 68.5 tonnes of relief materials to Nepal,
along with a team of doctors and paramedics. x/DRSJAISHANKAR

contingent and equipment for
search and rescue operations.
Thefirsttranche of relief ma-
terial was sent by India hours
after Prime Minister Narendra
Modi spoke to Shah on August
26,the day flash floods struck the
Himalayan nation. The floods

NTA looks for exam centres, seeks
help from technical education body

Gayathri Mani
New Delhi, September 2

AS PART of a plan to identify
and develop testing centres to
conduct computer-based
examinations for NEET-UG
next year, the National Testing
Agency (NTA) has asked the All
India Council for Technical
Education (AICTE) to collect
information from government
institutions on their IT infra-
structure and available space.
Following NTA’s directions,
the AICTE wrote to the Vice
Chancellors of state-run techni-
cal universities, directors and
principals of AICTE-approved
government-run higher educa-
tion institutions earlier this
week. This comes amid the on-
going overhaul of the NTA —
the nodal autonomous body
that conducts NEET-UG and

Suratgangster
arrested for
BJP worker’s
murder in May

Surat: Three months after a
young BJPworker was fatally as-
saulted by agroup of men, Surat
police said they have arrested a
notorious gangster from Maha-
rashtra’s Chhatrapati Sambhaji-
nagar district for his alleged in-
volvement in the murder. This
wasthe fourth arrestin the case.

Jayesh Dalal, 21, who was a
youth wingleader at Surat’s BJP
unit and a resident of Dindoli,
was attacked in Udhna on May
18. Jayesh succumbed to hisin-
juries later at a hospital. A
murder case was registered at
the Dindoli police station after
a complaint by the victim’s
mother, Jayshree Dalal.

Police arrested Milind Koli,
Kishan Parmar and Pankaj Patil,
all residents of Dindoli, a couple
of days after the murder. During
interrogation, the trio disclosed
that they killed Jayesh on thein-
structions of Sagar Sonavne alias
ManyaDukkar, the gangster. ENS

other entrance tests for higher
educational institutions —
after the paper leak earlier this
year. The government has said
that the NEET-UG exam will
move from pen-and-paper
mode to computer-based test-
ing from next year.

The NEET-UG paper leak
prompted the Union Educa-
tion Ministry to cancel the first
entrance exam on May 3, in
which around 22 lakh candi-
dates appeared. The cancella-
tion sparked nationwide pro-
tests and compelled
Dharmendra Pradhan to resign
as Education Minister.

According to an official
order, NTA wrote to AICTE on
August 5 and sought informa-
tion on the availability of com-
puting infrastructure and va-
cant space in government
institutions, which canthenbe

considered for being developed
asStandard Testing Centres for
entrance exams.

“NTA conducts various na-
tional level examinations in
Computer Based Test (CBT)
mode. With the progressive mi-
gration of examinations mode
and the requirement for awider
geographically distributed net-
work of testing centres, NTA is
assessing the availability of
suitable infrastructure in Gov-
ernment institutions acrossthe
country,” AICTE said in acom-
munication to the Vice Chan-
cellors of state-run institutions.

All AICTE-approved institu-
tions, including engineering
colleges, polytechnic institutes,
government university depart-
ments and other state-run
technical or management insti-
tutions, have been requested to
provide information about

their infrastructure.

The AICTE hasalsoshared a
format with the institutions.
They will need to provide de-
tails of the number of func-
tional computers/computer
systems available, IT infrastruc-
ture and systems, networking
and internet connectivity, avail-
ability of power backup and the
availability of CCTV and related
facilities. Details on vacant
space have also been sought.

“The information is
required only in respect of gov-
ernment colleges/institutions
approved by AICTE. Institu-
tions are requested to ensure
that the information furnished
is accurate, complete and duly
verified by the competent auth-
ority of the institution,” it said.
The institutions have been
asked to submit the details to
AICTE by September 15.

Tiger escapes cage, kills worker
at Rajasthan blologlcal park

HamzaKhan
Jaipur, September 2

IN A freak accident, a 42-year-
old labourer, identified asSugna
Devi, was killed by a tiger at Jai-
pur’sNahargarh Biological Park
Wednesday morning. The inci-
dent has prompted the forest de-
partment to suspend an official.

Devi and other women la-
bourers had entered an enclo-
sure atthe parktocutgrasswhen
the cage of tiger Shivaji, located
inside the enclosure, was
opened, allowing the animal to
escape and attack Devi.

Sugna’s sister Kamla said,
“Therewere seven of us —three
were cuttinggrassand four of us,
including me, were removingit.
Shewas carryingthe cutgrasson
her head and saw that someone
had opened the tiger’s cage. She
immediately threw the grass
and ran towards us. We took the
help ofthe fence tojump outside
the enclosure. We shouted but
nooneheard us.”

Relatives mourn the death of Sugna Devi in Jaipur. p1i

While five of the women
climbed the fence to escape,
another climbed a tree. The
women said Sugna too tried to
escape by climbing the fencebut
was pulled down by the tiger,
which mauled hertodeath. Fol-
lowing her death, Devi’s family
and relatives staged a protest,
demanding compensation.

Deputy Conservator of For-
ests Dr Ashish Vyassaid the cage
had been opened by Hansa, in-

charge ofthe Tiger Enclosure, as
it was time to move the tiger to
the display area.

Vyas said in view of the seri-
ousness of the incident, Hansa
was suspended “prima facie for
negligencein duty and failurein
following the safety protocol”.

“An Assistant Conservator of
Forests-level officer had also
been appointed asinvestigating
officer to conduct a detailed
probe into the incident, he said.

Rs 170 cheese garlic naan lands Goa cop in trouble

Express News Service
Panaji, September 2

DISPUTE OVER aRs 170 garlic
naanled GoaPolicetoinitiatea
departmental inquiry againsta
sub-inspector accused of
abusing and threatening an
employee of a restaurant in
North Goa.

The incident was reported
after a restaurant owner in Por-
vorim alleged misconduct by
the police official. Police said
the sub-inspector and his friend
had gone to the restaurant fora
meal and, after the meal, got
into an argument with the staff
over the “excessive” price of a
cheese garlicnaan. A purported

CCTYV video of the incident
went viral on social media,
showing the police official and
another man confronting a
staffer at the restaurant.

In the purported clip, the
police official allegedly hurled
abuses at the restaurant staff
and threatened the owner with
police action for keeping the
restaurant open past 11 pm.

A police officer, requesting
anonymity, said, “The sub-in-
spector argued with a staffer
over the food bill, specifically
questioning why the cheese
garlicnaan was priced at Rs170.
When the staff tried to reason
with him, he and his friend
hurled abuses and threatened

the owner.”

Theissue was flagged in the
Legislative Assembly on Wed-
nesday by Leader of Opposition
Yuri Alemao. Terming the inci-
dent “shocking”, Congress MLA
Alemaodemanded the suspen-
sion of the police official.

“Yesterday in the House, we
discussed the deteriorating law
and order situation and today
this allegation has come of po-
lice high-handedness in a res-
taurant in Porvorim,” he said.

Responding to the issue,
Goa Chief Minister Pramod Sa-
want said an inquiry had been
initiated.

In a statement, the Goa Po-
lice said: “PSI Viraj Sawant,

posted at Porvorim police sta-
tion, hasbeen attached to GRP,
Altinho for his alleged misbe-
haviour with hotel staff and
further departmental action is
initiated.”

It added: “Goa Police reiter-
ates that misconduct, cor-
ruption and violation of service
discipline will not be tolerated.
Appropriate action will be
taken against any police per-
sonnel found violating the law,
service rules or the standards of
conduct expected of members
of the force. The disciplinary
proceedings are being con-
ducted in accordance with the
prescribed rules and principles
of natural justice.”

epaper.indianexpress.com .- .

have damaged 35 motorable
bridges, 45 suspension bridges,
and 40 km of black-topped
roads, mainly in central Nepal,
according to local authorities.
Inastatementin Parliament
on the flood situation on Wed-
nesday, Balen Shah formally

thanked India and China for
their rapid emergency assis-
tance, highlighting the role of
both neighbours in the ongoing
rescue and relief operation.
However, his acknowledgement
comes after Nepal’s Foreign Af-
fairs Minister Shisir Khanal
called for a shift from conven-
tional humanitarian aid towards
“climate compensation” from
major emitters, includingIndia,
Chinaand the US.

Indian teams have been in-
volved in efforts around hydro-
power tunnels and in forensic
worklinked tothelarge number
of casualties and search for the
missing. Shah said as many as
11,993 people have been rescued
so far, while 3,916 people are still
missing.

In aninterview with a Nepa-
lese media outlet, Khanal argued
that Nepal’s contribution to glo-
bal greenhouse gas emissions is
negligible but the country faces
severe consequences from a
changing Himalayan environ-
ment. He has said Nepal should
notview post-disaster assistance
simply as charity, butasanissue
of “justice and compensation”.

“We are shifting our diplo-
matic framework from ‘aid’ to
‘justice and compensation’.
This is not a matter of charity;
itisa matter of legal and moral
liability,” the Foreign Minister
was cited as saying by Nepali
media.

Intheinterview, Khanal said
India, China, and the US have a
“historical responsibility tocom-
pensate vulnerable nations like
Nepal”.

Indiato help rebuild
Trishuli school

India will rebuild the school
that was washed away in Bidur
town of Nepal. The principal of
the school had evacuated
around 900 studentstoahigher
area minutes before the raging
currentsobliterated the campus.
On Tuesday, India’s Ambassa-
dortoNepal, Naveen Srivastava,
met with Rajendra Dawadi, the
principal of Tribhuvan Trishuli
Secondary School in Bidur, Nu-
wakot.

During the meeting, Srivas-
tava conveyed that India will
support the complete recon-
struction of the school. Orig-
inally established in the 1950s
with Indian assistance and de-
signed by an engineer involved
in the construction of the Tris-
huli hydropower plant, the
school’s newer building was
constructed in 2022 through
grant funding under the High
Impact Community Develop-
ment Programme (HICDP).

In a post on X, Srivastava
commended Principal Dawadi’s
swift decision to ring the school
bell and clear the premises on
August 26 averted a massive
human tragedy.

Students’ protest

Police use water cannons to disperse SFl activists during a protest march towards the State Secretariat
in Thiruvananthapuram on Wednesday. The demonstration was organised to raise demands related to
education policy reforms and student welfare issues. pri

Man stabbed outside Gujarat court as
murder suspects turn on one another

Brendan Dabhi
Ahmedabad, September 2

AMAN wasstabbed in the stom-
ach onacourt’s premisesin Gu-
jarat’s Kutch districtafterheand
four murder accused people got
into an altercation on Wednes-
day morning, the police said.
“Itwas fortunate we were on
scene and managed to appre-
hend the attacker. Otherwise
we would have had a murder
on the court premises,” said M
J Christian, Deputy Superin-
tendent of Police, Bhuj.

It took three police officers
along with few other men to ap-
prehend the attacker on the
sessions court premises in Kutch.

Christian told TheIndian Ex-
press the suspects were out on
bail in a 2024 murder case and
that the victim was a friend of
one of them. “We moved himto
GK General Hospital for treat-
ment. We are waiting for him to
recover to give a statement, fol-
lowing which an FIR would be
filed in this case,” he added.

Christian said he arrived at
the court between 11 and 11.30

amtogive astatementinacase.
Assoon as he stepped out of his
vehicle, he noticed an alterca-
tion in the lane leading to the
back of the courthouse towards
the parking area.

Christian found amanbran-
dishing a large knife, which he
allegedly used tostab the victim.
The police managed to subdue
the attacker in the nick of time
and made him drop the knife.

Videos that have since gone
viral show police and others hit-
tingthe attackerin an attemptto
make him let go of the weapon.

Mumbai Port
orders safety
probe after
craneoverturns
atIndira Dock

Express News Service
Mumbai, September 2

THE MUMBAI Port Authority
(MbPA) has ordered a detailed
investigation into the over-
turning of a shore-based mo-
bile crane during heavy-lift
cargo operations at Indira
Dock on Sunday evening, and
directed the operators con-
cerned to take corrective and
preventive measures, the port
authority said in a press state-
ment.

The incident occurred
around 7.15 pm at BPS Berth
while the crane was being used
for project cargo operations
alongside M/V Vienna. The
crane overturned towards the
vessel, following which a fire
broke out.

The MDbPA Fire Brigade,
with assistance from the
vessel’s crew, brought the fire
under control, the release said.
Two crane operators were in-
jured and evacuated to hospital
for treatment. The affected area
was subsequently secured.

Senior MbPA officers have
been monitoring the situation.
The site has been inspected by
the statutory safety authority
concerned, according to the
statement.

The port authority said rep-
resentatives of the vessel, P&l
and insurance agencies, the op-
erations and maintenance oper-
atorand other stakeholdershave
been engaged for surveys and
assessment of the incident, as
well as for the safe retrieval and
removal of the affected crane.

MDPA said it was ensuring
that the operators undertake
necessary corrective and pre-
ventive measures to ensure safe
and compliant cargo operations
and prevent a recurrence.

The authority added that
the investigation would exam-
ine any possible negligence,
dereliction, violation of safety
requirements or other non-
compliance.

Iflapses are established, ac-
tion will be taken against the
persons, operators or agencies
found responsible in accord-
ance with applicable laws and
regulations.

Bengaluru: Infant
twins found dead,
mother booked

Bengaluru: A 40-year-old Ben-
galuru woman was booked on
murder charges Tuesday after
sheallegedly drowned her three-
month-old twin daughters be-
foreattemptingtodiebysuicide
attheir residence, the police said.
Theincidentcametolighton
Tuesday when Ramalingappa,
50, returned to his house in Va-
jarahalli and found the door of a
room locked from inside. After
opening it, he allegedly found
his wife, Umadevi,attempting
suicide. Their daughters were
found dead in the same room.
Shewasrescued and takento
Shankar Hospital for treatment.
Based on Ramalingappa’s
complaint, the Talaghattapura
police registered a murder case
under the BNS. ENS

Keralam CM slams cleric over remarks
on women; IUML tiptoes around row

Shaiju Philip
Thiruvananthapuram,
September 2

KERALAM CHIEF Minister VD
Satheesan Wednesday came out
strongly against remarks by
cleric A P Aboobacker Musliyar
over the presence of Muslim
women in the public sphere, de-
spiteitsally [UML's tacit support
for the latter.

Referring to Eid Milad-un-
Nabi marked last week, Musa-
liyar, whois popularly known as
‘Kanthapuram’, said women
should not mingle with men in
public places or platforms, and
thatIslamic celebrationsshould
uphold “religious values and dis-
cipline”. “Exhibiting young
women in public places and
amongmen (whoarenotrelated
to them) is un-Islamic and such
celebrations cannotbe allowed,”
he said in a written directive is-
sued to the community.

“What the Quran teaches is
that women should remain
quietly confined totheir homes.
Ifwomen enter the publicarena,
there will be great destruction,”
the cleric added.

Keralam CM V D Satheesan

As his remarks evoked a
backlash, including from
women of the community, vari-
ous Muslim leaders and
scholars, including those or-
ganisationally opposed to Kan-
thapuram, put their weight be-
hind him. The IUML, which
often acts as abuffer against or-
thodox elements dominating
the community, also sought to
justify the cleric’s remarks.

IUML state chief and relig-
ious leader Panakkad Sayyid
Sadiq Ali Shihab Thangal said:
“He (Kanthapuram) might
have meant women’s safety.
What is more important is the
unity of the community aswell

associety. TheIUMLstandisto
remain close to that. Kanthapu-
ramstated (whathedid) asare-
ligious leader. Restrictions
could be for the benefit of
women. In modern society,
women are the most targeted,”
Thangal said.

Satheesan was unequivocal
in his comments Wednesday,
saying Kanthapuram’sstand “is
not suitable for a progressive
Kerala”. “Neither the Congress
nor the government can agree
to this stand. It may have been
okay tostate thisin the 19th cen-
tury, butnotin the 21st century.
Women should be part of the
mainstream, taking part in all
activities. We have a progressive
stand on this,” the CM said.

On Kanthapuram citingthe
Quran, Satheesan said: “The
Ouranisbeing misinterpreted.
Prophet Muhammed’s first
wife Khadija was a business-
woman. Another wife, Aisha,
led troops...Inthe royal assem-
bly of Caliph Umar, it was a
woman who questioned the
decision to reduce the Mahr
amount (for wives).”

The CM’s denunciation of

the cleric’s stand drew sharp
protests from the community
and its leaders. Kerala Muslim
Jamaath, a body of organisa-
tions owing allegiance to Kan-
thapuram, said Satheesan
should apologise to the Muslim
community for his ‘Ouran is
being misinterpreted’ remark.

Pro-IUML Muslim cleric’s
body SAMASTHA'’s president
Jifri Muthukoya Thangal said:
“Donotbelittle those who speak
on religious matters. Those re-
lated toreligion will speak about
religious matters...”

The cleric’s remarks camein
the wake of the active participa-
tion of women in festivities
marking last week’s Eid Milad-
un-Nabi. During the recent
Onam celebrations, too, Mus-
lim women had been at the
forefront of the festivities.

The IUML, which has been
fielding women for local polls,
nominated a Muslim woman
during this year’s Assembly
polls. Fathima Thahilya be-
came the party’s first Muslim
MLA. Her candidature toowas
opposed by clerics, as well as a
section of the SAMASTHA.

. Chandigarh
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Thank you for quashing
the FIRs, but a question

LL THE FIRs ... are hereby quashed.” With that order

by a three-judge bench, led by Chiefjustice of India

SuryaKant, awelcome moment of closure was reached

on Tuesday. The story began with the students’ pro-
testsat Jantar Mantar against the NEET paper leak. It saw a brut-
ish crackdown by the police on the march by mostly young pro-
testers demanding a hearing from the people’s representatives
inParliament. These columns have strongly and consistently ar-
gued for the freedom to protest peacefully, which is part of the
constitutionally guaranteed right to free speech and expression,
and against its criminalisation by the government. And yet, re-
wind to Tuesday’s quashing of FIRs by the Court, acting on the
request of governments at the Centre and some states, and a ques-
tion continues to hang in the courtroom: If Tuesday’s quashing
is an admission that a punishing state unfairly targeted citizens
for exercising their democratic right to protest, isn’t the manner
of the quashing problematic — because it seems selective? The
cases being closed is the right thing to do, but are they being closed
for the right reason? Does the government find it expedient to
close them against one set of protesters while letting those against
other protesterslinger on, making the process their punishment?
The question s, basically, this: What about the protesters left out
of Tuesday’s frame?

Because the story of the April protests by factory workers in
Noida demanding higher wages has played out very differently.
There, as this paper has reported, a police crackdown saw up to
200 peopletaken into custody, including two under the stringent
NSA. The court stepped into grantreliefin 84 per cent of the cases
— on Wednesday, the Allahabad High Court quashed the NSA
detention of a student activist, terming the state’s case “con-
cocted”. But they fell one by one, for reasons ranging fromlack of
specific evidence to treating a crowd as the accused. There was
noblanket relief — the average period a protester spent in custody
was 53 days. Casesrelated tothe 2019-2020 protests against adis-
criminatory citizenship law unleashed prolonged legal battles
acrossvarious courts. In UP, the government continued to harass
the accused, naming and shaming them in public hoardings, at-
taching properties by undue process, ignoring the court’s rebuke
thatithad become both complainant and adjudicator. Cases from
the farmers’ protests of 2021 are still pending. As are those slapped
againstindividuals across the country, for the “crime” of disagree-
ing with the powers that be.

Tuesday’s quashing of FIRs against students will be avaluable
momentifitexpandsthe area of freedom for all —if it means that
henceforth, the government will be more tolerant of free speech
and the Court will give the benefit of the doubt to the vulnerable
individual, not the government. It will be unfortunate if it only
means that the decision tofile an FIR and the decision toquash a
protestdepends on whether the protesterisseen as “us” or “them”.

Cauvery needs a
distress-sharing pact

HE OPENING of the Mettur Dam’s sluice gates by Tamil
Nadu Chief Minister C Joseph Vijay on Tuesday will
provide some relief to Cauvery Delta farmers. In anor-
mal year, the dam opens on June 12, and its gates are
shut on January 28, giving the region’s agriculturists a 230-day
irrigation window. This schedule is, however, contingent on the
monsoon and the release of water in the Cauvery’s upstream by
Karnataka. The Tamil Nadu government has ascribed this year’s
delay to the deficit in the southwest monsoon and Karnataka’s
failure to honour its water-sharing obligation under the Supreme
Court’s 2018 verdict. The dispute between the lower and upper
riparian statesignited political tensions in the past three months,
and the matterwent to the Supreme Court, but theimpasse wasn’t
resolved. With the rainfall deficit narrowingin August, the Tamil
Nadu government has leeway to release water for 45 days.

The Cauvery Management Authority, set up to oversee the
implementation of the 2018 verdict, has worked during normal
monsoon years. But the Court did not codify a formula for water-
sharing in years when the rains play truant. Its emphasis on sus-
tainable water use was lost on the two states, and the dispute
flared up again in 2023 — the first below-par monsoon after 2018.

The Tamil Nadu government has said that it will continuelegal
effortstosecureitsshare of the Cauvery’swaters. Karnataka’s push
for the Mekedatu Dam on the river has reignited old fears . The
DKShivakumar government’s argument that the dam would pri-
marily serve Bengaluru’s water needs while allowing better regu-
lation of releases hasn’t found any takers in Tamil Nadu. The fact
is, the Cauvery today hasto meet the competing demands of agri-
culture and urbanisation. Therefore, rather than lean on the ju-
diciary, Cauvery-dependent states would do well to come together
and plan for the efficient use of the river’s waters. Solutions ranging
from disincentivising water-intensive crops to encouraging de-
centralised water management will require inputs of hydrologists,
economists, agri-scientists and farmers’ organisations. Represen-
tatives of the two states will need to sit together, understand each
other’s fears and shed confrontationist attitudes.

For the dog, it’'sa
toxic relationship

VER 30,000 years ago, a subset of grey wolves set in

motion the longest toxic relationship in history. It

began with eatinga few scraps, scavengingattheedge

of Homo sapiens camps. Those first tentative steps to-
wards abipedal ape turned gradually into a rewarding symbiotic
relationship — humans and dogs hunted together, offered each
other protection and even childcare. Symbiosis turned to com-
panionship, to affection and loyalty and now, to viral content
about “furbabies”. But all the marketing aboutlove of dog cannot
hide the cruelties of man toward his best friend.

Kindred Companion Sciences, a US-based biotech start-up,
claims to have created the first hypoallergenic dogs by using the
CRISPR technique to edit their genes. The tweak, though, may
have unintended consequences. After all, human beings have
been “geneediting” dogs since they were first domesticated. And
many, if not most, “purebreds” suffer from diseases and deform-
ities as a result. Yet, the dachshund with a bad back and the pug
ontheverge ofaheart attackdonothold itagainst their “owner”.

Between Homosapiens and Canis familiaris, then, isan abus-
ive friendship. A dog will accept its people as they are, warts and
all, and it is a rare pooch that bites the hand that feeds it. That
hand, though, might want its genes edited to avoid an allergy. Per-
haps that’sless cruel than breeding programmes of the past and
present. But let’s not call it love, or its victims “fur babies”.

about population explosion.

Every Census brought alarming

headlines. There were Five-Year

Plans, family-planning pro-
grammes, red triangles, slogans and sem-
inars on population stabilisation. Demog-
raphers warned us that Indians were
multiplying too fast.

We need not have worried. The solution
seems to have arrived from an entirely un-
expected quarter: the Election Commission
ofIndia. The Special Intensive Revision (SIR)
of electoral rolls appears capable of achieving
ina few months what decades of population
policy could not. Delhi had about 1.45 crore
electorsbefore the SIR. Itsdraft roll hascome
down to about 97.51akh — a fall of nearly 48
lakh, almost one-third. Maharashtra has
gone from about 9.78 crore to 7.71 crore, leav-
ingmorethan2 crore namesoutof the draft.
Karnataka, too, has seen more than a crore
names excluded at the draft stage.

Across SIR’s three phases, more than 13
crore names have reportedly been left out of
draft rolls. Admittedly, these are notall final
deletions. Claims and objections will restore
many names. But why allow such technical-
ities to spoil a great national achievement?

Ifelectoral-roll arithmeticistreated asde-
mography, India’s population problem may
already be solving itself. Perhaps we are no
longer 1.45 billion people. Perhaps we have
quietly slipped to 1.2 billion. Another round
ortwo of intensive revision and the much de-
sired 1-billion mark may be within reach.

Think of the benefits. Water availability
per capita will rise. Hospital beds per thou-
sand population will improve. Housing
shortages will decline. Teacher-pupil ratios
will look healthier. Even per capita GDP can
increase substantially without the inconven-
ience of increasing GDP. The Planning Com-

wanted to study the model. There is, how-
ever, a serious question hidden here.
Electoral rolls are not prepared afresh B fl

once in a generation. They are supposed to =
be continuously updated. There are annual £
revisions, Booth Level Officers (BLOs), politi-

the SIR. Critics have suspected that the exer-
cise would disproportionately affect Mus-
lims, an allegation strongly rejected by the
EC. But once a documentary net is cast
across tens of millions of people, bureau-
cracy does not necessarily discriminate with

cal-party agents and elaborate procedures ~ §Y QURAISHI the political precision that its critics or sup-
for additions, deletions and corrections. porters may imagine. Large numbers of Hin-
If this machinery has been functioning dus, too, find themselves caught in questions
reasonably well, how do we suddenly dis- of residence, migration, documentation,
cover that nearly one-third of Delhi’s elector- spelling, identity and verification.
ate requires exclusion from a draft roll, or That was one lesson of the NRC. It may
that more than 2 crore names in Maharash- become a lesson of SIR as well. Adminis-
tra have to disappear at one stroke? trative exercises have adangeroustendency
Either the earlier rolls (with which EC to begin with categories and end with
conducted the 2024 general election) were human beings. The consequences here are
astonishingly unreliable, or the present ex- especially serious because electoral registra-
ercise requires an extraordinary explanation. tionis notjust another entry in another gov-
Neither possibility is particularly reassuring, ernment database. It determines whether a
We have seen before how massive exer- citizen can participate in the fundamental
cises involving citizenship, identity and democratic act of choosing a government.
documentation can acquire a life of their Of course, the electoral roll must be clean.
own. The Assam NRC is an instructive Dead voters should be removed. Duplicate
example. After years of verification under entries should disappear. Someone who has
Supreme Court supervision, enormous ad- permanently shifted should not remain en-
ministrative effort and expenditure of about rolled indefinitely at the old address. Butac-
Rs1,600 crore, the final listin 2019 excluded curacy has two sides. An inflated electoral
19.06 lakh people. roll is undesirable. An artificially depleted
The result, however, produced an unex- one is potentially far worse. A wrong inclu-
pected political problem. Estimates widely sion can be challenged. A wrong exclusion
circulated at the time suggested . . may silenceacitizen on pollingday.
that alarge proportion of those ex- If this machinery has been Thereisalarger principle: A pet-

cluded were Bengali-speaking Hin-
dus, rather than only Muslim mi-
grants. NRC authorities never
published an official religion-wise
break-up. But the political dissatis-
faction was unmistakable. The
Assam government itself ques-
tioned the outcome and sought re-
verification. Seven years later, the

functioning reasonably well,
how do we suddenly discover
that nearly one-third of Delhi’s
electorate requires exclusion
from a draft roll, or that over
2 crore names in Maharashtra
have to disappear?

exercise remains in limbo.

son does not cease to exist because
a BLO does not find him at home.
Nor does citizenship evaporate be-
cause anold document cannotim-
mediately be produced. The state
maintains registers for people;
people donot exist for the conveni-
ence of registers. Still, if we tempor-
arily put these constitutional
anxieties aside, the demographic

Why should the Registrar General and
Census Commissioner undertake the labori-
ous exercise of counting everybody in the
next Census? The job could simply be
handed over to the EC. After all, the ma-
chineryunderboth organisationsisthe same
— district administration.

Atraditional Census enumerator hasthe
inconvenient habit of counting whoever
livesinthe house. The newer administrative
imagination offers more productive possi-
bilities: Absent? Population reduced by one.
Shifted? Another reduction; Not found? Ex-
cellent progress towards stabilisation; form
not submitted? The demographic dividend
improves further. For decades, governments
tried persuasion, contraception and public
education to control population growth. No-
body thought of documentary verification.

The irony, however, should not obscure
the real issue. The success of the SIR cannot
be measured by how many namesit deletes.
Alarge number of deletions is not evidence
of efficiency, justasasmall numberisnotevi-
dence of failure. The only meaningful test is
whether every eligible citizen remainson the
roll and every ineligible entry is removed —
with due process, transparency and a genu-
ine opportunity for correction.

NRC taught us that citizenship can be-
come a prolonged documentary contest. SIR
should not turn votinginto one. Registers are
necessary. Clean electoral rolls are indispens-
able. But people are more real than registers.

And ifthe forthcoming Censusinsistson
tellingusthatIndiastill has nearly one-and-
a-halfbillion people, perhaps we know what
todo. Order an SIR.

Quiraishi is former CEC and author of
An Undocumented Wonder: The
Making of the Great Indian Election

The dimag is a public good,
it's worth protecting

PAROMITA
CHAKRABARTI

Citizens come
to mistake
confidence for
truth and
doubt for
weakness. The
dimagi
becomes
subservient to
thejugaaduin
the republic of
theglib and the
obsequious

N HIS Pulitzer Prize-winning Anti-In-

tellectualism in American Life (1963),

Richard Hofstadter traces a suspicion

of the expert to a populist strain that

equated learning with elitism and
plain speech with virtue. This resentment of
and opposition to the life of the mind, he ar-
gues, was not a product of McCarthyism
alone;itwasembedded in American culture,
in its material pragmatism that measured
worth inutility and profit, its populist politics
and religious evangelism.

Hofstadter was writing during the Cold
War but the cyclical antipathy to the dimag
—the mind — orwhatisborn of it — dimagi,
theintellect —isnot an American phenom-
enon alone. In Age of Anger (2017), Pankaj
Mishra situates the global turn against ex-
pertise within a much older resentment —
the sense, cultivated since the Enlighten-
ment’s uneven arrival in the postcolonial
world, thatrationalist elites have hoarded the
fruits of modernity for themselves.

Thatresentment travelseasily through a
stratified society, attachingitselfto old hier-
archies of caste, language, and privilege, ex-
acerbated by elite gatekeeping. InIndia, over
thelastdecade, a confrontational majoritar-
ian political project, a compliant echo
chamber, and the digital public square have
recast the expertasanebulousfigure, an ad-
versary often to the national mood of vikas.

The damage thisdoesto publiclife —the
hollowing out of institutions that once me-
diated between knowledge and power — is
profound. But institutional erosion alone
does not explain why so many people are
willingtoaccommodateit. Thisis especially
paradoxicalin acountry thatadores degrees:
The IIT rank, the medical seat, the govern-
ment service examination.

Perhaps the answer lies in what it does
notrespect,and sometimes, resents. The de-
gree’s original purpose: Independent
thought. We are at home with intellect that
has been institutionalised, monetised, and
made obedient, not the one that is unruly,
curious, that asks questions, that says no.

Consider just one example: Competitive
examinations. The defining feature of most
of them is not that they are hard, but that
they are hard in a specific way. They reward
speed and retention under constraints of
time and pressure. A student preparing for
them is not being trained to weigh conflict-
ingevidence or unresolved questions. They
are being trained to eliminate ambiguity as

fast as possible, because ambiguity costs
marks and marks cost a seat that a few
hundred thousand othersalsowant. The de-
gree is a mobility instrument — it moves a
family across a caste line, a classline, a mar-
riageability threshold, a generation’s worth
of precarity. So the ability to shoehorn one-
selfintoitsrequirementsisuseful, especially
inanuncertainjobmarket. Itis, however, not
the same skill asindependent thought. And
after years of selecting for the first, thereisno
obvious reason a society would reward the
second once the exam is over, especially if
the costs are disproportionately high.

What happenswheninquiryistreated as
an obstacle to advancement? Citizens come
to mistake confidence for truth and doubt
for weakness. The dimagi becomes subser-
vienttothejugaadu inthe republic of the glib
and the obsequious. And yet there is virtue
in treating the mind’s slow, unglamorous
work—research, revision, imagination —as
a public good worth protecting, the way
clean air or an independent judiciary is a
public good. Its value lies in the possibilities
it keeps open: The questions not yet
answered, the arguments not yet settled, the
futures not yet foreclosed.

Jonathan White in In the Long Run: The
Futureas a Political Idea (2024), argues that
democracies survive on the conviction that
alternatives to the present exist and can be
reasoned towards rather than simply
awaited or feared. That conviction has al-
ways been produced by argument — by
thinkers willing to sketch what has not yet
happened and defend it against opponents.
Take away that work of thinking, and what
remainsisapolitics of pure reaction: A “now
ornever” urgency that treats every problem
asan emergency to besolved through direc-
tives rather than to be worked through.

A nation that cannot argue about its fu-
ture — that treats the economist’s dissent,
the historian’s revision, the stand-up comic’s
satire as noise — loses not just the capacity
tocorrectitselfbut the possibility of imagin-
ing something different from what it has. A
society that treats its dimag with suspicion
forfeitsthe very faculty by which futures are
imagined intobeing, It contractsinto an eter-
nal present, governed by whoever promises
the most confident escape from it.

The writer is senior associate editor,
The Indian Express.
paromita.chakrabarti@expressindia.com

- Germany’s fourth World Cup

hockey titleis warning for India

MIHIR
VASAVDA

The Asian
Games offer an
immediate
opportunity to
reassert
continental
supremacy. But
the bigger task
isbeyond
Nagoya

OR DECADES, hockey’s greatest numbers belonged
to Asia. India owned the most coveted record: Eight
Olympic gold medals. Pakistan built an equally formi-
dable legacy at the World Cup, winning four titles —
in 1971, 1978, 1982 and 1994 — a record that stood for
32 years. For decades, the neighbours defined world hockey. On
Sunday, Germany changed that. By winning the 2026 World Cup,
they equalled Pakistan’s record. It was alandmark achievement
and completed another chapter in the rise of European hockey.

There was a time when an India-Pakistan match was a con-
test between the sport’s historical superpowers. India had their
extraordinary Olympic dynasty; Pakistan developed a similar
World Cup pedigree. Between them, they won five of the first
eight World Cups — India’s only World Cup triumph came four
years later in 1975, when they beat Pakistan in Kuala Lumpur.
Today, thatrivalry is fragile, with India not losing to their arch ri-
vals in a decade. The global dominance, meanwhile, has long
waned. For both. Pakistan have not won the World Cup since 1994
and were knocked out early this time. India, despite remaining
Asia’sstrongest men’s side and winning Olympic bronze medals
at Tokyo and Paris, arrived at this World Cup chasing a second
title 51 years after the first. They finished eighth.

Look at the World Cup’s history and the geographical move-
ment becomes clear. Asia has five titles — four for Pakistan and
one forIndia. Europe now has seven, with Germany’s fourth tak-
ing the continent ahead. Australia, meanwhile, have three.

European hockey built systems capable of sustaining it:
Stronger domestic competitions, professional structures, deeper
player pathways, sophisticated coaching and a wider pool of na-
tions capable of producing elite teams. Asia has struggled tomain-
tain the same momentum. Pakistan’s decline is the most dra-
matic. A country that once produced hockey heroes almost as a
matter of national identity now finds itself trying to rebuild the
foundations . The resources, talent and public interest remain
greater in India, and the national team is still capable of winning
major medals. But the gap between being the best team in Asia
and being the best team in the world is increasingly obvious.

That makes the timing of Germany’s achievement particu-
larly interesting. In less than three weeks, the Asian Gamesbegin
in Aichi-Nagoya. For decades, the Asian Games were another
stage on which India and Pakistan could measure their suprem-
acy. India will still be among the favourites. But the tournament
cannolonger be viewed simply through that old prism. Germany
have equalled Pakistan. The Netherlands remain Olympic cham-
pions. Belgium have won a World Cup and the Olympics within
the last decade. Australia remain a perennial power. Spain, the
surprise finalist in this World Cup, are showing that the European
pool continues to deepen.

The Asian Games offer an immediate opportunity to reassert
continental supremacy. But the bigger task is beyond Nagoya. If
India does not strengthen the ecosystem that produced its extra-
ordinary Olympic legacy, the rest of the world will keep coming
for the records that once seemed untouchable. And eight, for all
its grandeur, is still just a number.

The writer is deputy associate editor, The Indian Express
mihir.vasavda@expressindia.com
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PM forimmediate sanctions

THE PRIME MINISTER, Rajiv Gandhi, called

upon non-aligned countries towork out a

package of measures to help frontline states

meet the aggression by the South African

h T government. He ordered India’s full support
— for the measures to end apartheid.

NAMreportcriticised

PRIME MINISTER Rajiv Gandhi's report to the
non-aligned summit as outgoing chairman of
the movement came in for adverse comment

epaper.indianexpress.com .. .

outside the conference for not giving a full
account of the happeningsinthe last three
years. Particular notice was taken of the
report not having made any mention of the
US bombing of the Libyan capital and the

team of NAM foreign ministers visiting Tripoli.

DTC scraps scheme

IN THE face of violent resistance by residents
of anumber of trans-Jamuna colonies, the
Delhi Transport Corporation decided todo
away with the “route rationalisation” scheme
introduced inthe area on August 30. A state-

ment issued by the DTC said the Minister for
Surface Transport, Rajesh Pilot, had ordered
that DTC routes in the trans-Jamuna colonies
be restored to the earlier position.

Deadly collisioninBlack Sea

THREE HUNDRED and ninety-eight passen-
gers are dead or missing after the marine
accidentinthe Black Sea, a Soviet govern-
ment enquiry commission has reported.
Seventy-nine bodies have so far been
recovered from the sea, and 319 passen-
gersremain to be traced.

. Chandigarh




© WHAT THE OTHERS SAY
There’s no point warning Israel’s
pyromaniac government about the
West Bank blaze.

— Haaretz, Israel
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Mountains bind India, China, and Nepal to
ashared destiny. They

=

THAROORTHINK

BY SHASHI THAROOR

HE RECENT catastrophe that

struck Nepal offers a devastating

reminder of the fragile, inter-

connected ecological reality of

Himalayan Asia. A sudden col-
lapse of ice and rock high in the mountains
abovetheborder region transformed within
minutes into a violent surge of water, mud,
and debris, sweeping through settlements,
crushingcritical infrastructure, and claiming
overathousandlives. The shockwaves of this
tragedy were felt immediately in Kath-
mandu, where I happened to be visiting,
along with various diplomats, politicians,
and global observers gathered for pre-
planned commitments.

During a high-profile conclave hosted in
the capital by a leading Indian television
news channel, the gravity of the situation
completely reshaped the agenda. Address-
ing the audience, Rabi Lamichhane, the
leader of the ruling Rashtriya Swatantra
Party, made a poignant observation that cut
through standard diplomatic platitudes. He
noted, almost in passing, that whatever the
prevailing geopolitical frictions, strategic ri-
valries, or sovereign boundary disputes
amongIndia, China, and Nepal, all three na-
tions unavoidably share a single, unified
mountainsystem. His remarks underscored
a shared sentiment reverberating across
Kathmandu: Thistragedy was not merely an
isolated localised accident, but astark mani-
festation of accelerated global warming. Itis
abitter irony that Nepal, whose greenhouse
gas emissions are virtually negligible, bears
the most brutal, immediate consequences
of global climate change, while its vast,
highly industrialised neighbours, especially
tothe north, account for a substantial portion
of the atmospheric warming driving Hima-
layan glacial collapse.

Glaciers do not recognise international
boundarylines, nor doglacial lakes, river ba-
sins, or atmospheric currents. When a glacial
lake bursts, alandslipdamsa transboundary
river, or an ice-rock avalanche releases mil-

LETTERS
ToTHE EDITOR

Food warnings

THE PROPOSED red-label system
iswelcome, but India’s nutrition
crisis needs more than warning
stickers (‘Red label for salt, sugar
and fatisagood start’, IE, Septem-
ber2). It could combine front-of-
pack warnings with simple colour-
coded nutritional scores,
restrictions on junk-food advertis-
ingaimed at children, and health-
ier school canteens. Howevetr,
regulation must avoid turning nu-
trition into aluxury, since health-
ier alternatives are often costlier.
Bablu Gupta, Lucknow

Nalanda’s memory

THE AUTHOR rightly argues that
India’sengagement with Central
Asia must extend beyond strategic
calculations to knowledge, culture
and civilisational connections (‘In

lions of cubic metres of meltwater, creating
a “barrier lake” that could burst at any time,
the ensuing deluge flows downstream across
sovereign frontiers. Yet, despite this undeni-
able physical unity, regional governance of
the Himalayan biome remains deeply frag-
mented. The current crisisdemonstrates the
urgent necessity of establishing an institu-
tionalised tripartite mechanism among
India, Nepal, and China dedicated exclus-
ively to ecological protection, real-time
hydrological information-sharing, and joint
climate adaptation efforts.

Designing such an institutional frame-
workrequiresaclear-eyed assessment ofthe
region’s historical track record regarding
ecological transparency. Cooperation be-
tween upper-riparian and lower-riparian
statesin the Himalayas has historicallybeen
uneven, reactive, and constrained by na-
tional security secrecy. Both India and Nepal
have repeatedly expressed deep dissatisfac-
tion with the quality, frequency, and timeli-
ness of hydrological and geological data
shared by China.

China controls the Tibetan Plateau, the
crucial source of headwaters for Asia’s major
river systems, including the Yar-
lung Tsangpo (Brahmaputra), the
Indus, and the upper tributaries of
the Ganges, such as the Bhote
Koshi and Karnali. Over the years,
Beijing’s approach to sharing

Itis a bitter irony that Nepal,
whose greenhouse gas
emissions are virtually

negligible, bears the most

need to honourit

ILLUSTRATION: C R SASIKUMAR

ian nations have often been left in the dark
during critical moments.

Forinstance, during previousincidents
involving natural dams formed by massive
landslidesin Tibet, both Indian authorities
in Arunachal Pradesh and Assam, aswell as
downstream Nepali communities, faced
terrifying delays in receiving actionable
flow rates or structural assessment data
from Chinese monitoring stations. Simi-
larly, when flash floods and artificial lake
formations occurred along upper trans-
boundary tributaries like the Pareechu
River or the Bhote Koshi, downstream
countries were often forced to rely on de-
layed commercial satellite imagery rather
thanimmediate, official hydrological alerts
from Beijing. Even existing bilateral mech-
anisms between India and Nepal, while
more operational, have frequently suffered
from administrative friction, inadequate in-
strumentation in remote high-altitude
zones, and a lack of integrated early-warn-
ingarchitecture spanning the higher Hima-
layas down to the Gangetic plains.

Ifatripartite environmental mechanism
istosucceed where past arrangements have
stumbled, it must transcend politi-
cal posturing and operate on a
purely technical, life-saving im-
perative. This requires three dis-
tinct pillars of engagement.

First, information-sharing must

hydrological data during the mon- brutal. immediate be transformed from a discretion-
soon season has been governed ’ ary political courtesy into an auto-
largely by transactional, bilateral conseguences of glObal mated, real-time protocol. High-al-
MoUsrather than automatic, open- climate change titude hydrometeorological

data commitments. Lower-ripar-

stations, seismic sensors, and auto-

mated water-level gauges situated across
Tibet, northern Nepal, and the Indian Hima-
layan region must feed into ashared regional
data grid. Downstream communities in
Nepal and India cannot afford to wait hours
foradministrative clearancesin foreign capi-
tals when a glacial outburst flood can travel
downstream in a matter of minutes. Real-
time satellite data, telemetry, and flood ha-
zard modelling must be made accessible to
emergency responders across all three
nations simultaneously.

Second, joint ecological research and risk
mapping must replace isolated national as-
sessments. Thousands of potentially danger-
ous glacial lakes are scattered across the
Hindu Kush-Himalayan range, many of
them expanding rapidly as global tempera-
turesrise. Mappingthese hazards, assessing
the structural stability of hanging glaciers,
and predicting destabilising landslips
requires joint scientific expeditions, cross-
border remote sensing analysis, and shared
ecological modelling. Establishing a joint
scientific council under a tripartite banner
would allow researchers to pool expertise.

Third, feasibility-based joint action must
be pursued on the ground. Where high-risk
glacial lakes threaten settlements across
borders, joint engineering interventions
(such as controlled siphoning, artificial
drainage channels, or structural reinforce-
ment) must be undertaken collaboratively.
Coordinated disaster response drills and
cross-border environmental conservation
projects can build functional trust among
military and civilian disaster response
agencies that otherwise view each other
through a lens of geopolitical suspicion.

The Himalaya is warming at a rate sig-
nificantly higher than the global average,
threatening the water security, safety, and
livelihoods of over a billion people down-
stream. Nations can negotiate political
boundaries, but they cannot negotiate with
physics, geology, or changing atmospheric
temperatures. As Lamichhane pointed out,
the mountains bind India, China, and
Nepal to a shared destiny. Establishing a
dedicated, transparent tripartite mechan-
ism for environmental cooperation is an
absolute necessity for survival in an age of
climate crisis.

The writer is a fourth-term Member of
Parliament (Lok Sabha) for Thiruvananthapuram
and chairman of the Parliamentary Standing
Committee on External Affairs
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IRFANULLAH FAROOQI AND
SURAJ GOGOI

JASON ARDAY’Sdeath hasraised pertinent
questions about academicexcellenceandin-
tegrity, institutional practices pertaining to
diversity and inclusion, and criticismin gen-
eral. A sociologist of education, Arday was
only 37 when he was appointed in March
2023 asa full professorin the Faculty of Edu-
cation, University of Cambridge, making
him the youngest Black professor in the uni-
versity’s history. However, the very day he
joined, there was a Freedom of Information
request inquiring into his credentials.
Ardaydid notspeaktillhewas11, started
reading and writing when he was 18 and
battled with arange of disabilities. However,
during his stint at Cambridge, Arday was
subjected to unrelenting scrutiny. What
stood out were charges of plagiar-
ism, something that recently
gained massive traction after accu-

When academiabecomes

Dalits in Indian academia are
always managing themselves,

The public shaming Arday had to face
urges us to think about the parallels be-
tween race and caste. Criticism of Arday was
firmly rooted in the excellence narrative.
While many questioned his scholarly cre-
dentials duetothe plagiarism charges, afew
dismissed himbased on what they saw asthe
lack of excellence in his scholarship. He did
notdeserve, in their view, tobe a Cambridge
professor. Dalits at Indian universities — stu-
dentsand teachers — have struggled against
thisexcellence narrative for several decades,
with much of their labour going into con-
stantly proving their merit.

The appeal of the integrity narrative can
hardly be overstated. Arday was painted as
a fraud. Academics, too, were quick to dis-
miss his integrity. However, the campaign
against him was more about the violatorand
less about the violation. In the case
of Dalits, too, the slightest evidence
of them cutting corners leads to

Bishkek, alesson from Nalanda’,
IE, September 2). I believe this
offers animportant opportunity
for Bihar. The revived Nalanda
University’s growing
international character and em-
phasis on educational diplomacy
provide anatural platform for
deeperacademic and cultural en-
gagement with Central Asia.
Ashok Rajpath, Patna

Bishkek alignment

THE ALIGNMENT of leaders at
the Bishkek summit on artificial
intelligence and climate security
isencouraging at atime when
both technological and environ-
mental changes are reshaping the
global order (‘“Take Bishkek to
BRICS’, IE, September 2). Al is
creating new opportunities, but
itsrapid expansion also requires
responsible regulation and safe-
guards. Climate change, mean-
while, isemerging as an impor-
tant security concern. Extreme
weather events, water shortages,
food insecurity and damage to
infrastructure can place
additional pressure on
economies. Greater cooperation
in climate adaptation, disaster
management and early-warning
systems can help.

Rukma Sharma, Jalandhar

sations made by Nathan Cofnas, a
self-described “race realist”. Asthe
campaign against him turned
abusive, Arday resigned from his
position, stating that it was not to
be taken as an acceptance of the
chargesbutassomethinghehadto
dofor hiswell-being. Ten dayslater,

projecting a certain image to

keep hasty criticism at bay. If
they stray a millimetre from
the socially sanctioned script,
disgrace of a kind that exists

solely for them befalls them

them being crushed under the in-
tegrity narrative. In societies where
race and caste continue to deter-
mine the majority’s standing, we
ought to be mindful of the uneth-
ical foundations of such concerns.

To question someone’s aca-
demic credibility isone thingbut to

1 thesite of othering

responsible criticism. When asked what the
blueprint is to become an academic, Arday
remarked, “If you are Black or Asian, it is:
How much can you suffer?” Black people
and Dalits are forced to hold on to whatever
dignityisleft with them, enduring everyday
racism and casteism. They know that what
routinely bypasses the social gaze willbe un-
forgivable in their case.

Dalitsin Indian academia are always ma-
naging themselves, projectingorlivingupto
acertainimage soastokeep criticismatbay.
If they stray a millimetre from the socially
sanctioned script, disgrace of a kind that
exists solely for them befalls them. Arday,
too, was subjected to criticism that led to a
specific kind of humiliation. It was directed
athimasaBlack person, notasanacademic.

In the days before his death, the fixation
on Arday’slife took aghoulish turn. The dis-
proportionate focus has been rightly at-
tributed to his racial identity. This media
frenzy wasjustified asbeingin “publicinter-
est”. Perhaps one should also ask, what kind
of public and in whose interest?

To be Black, to be a Dalit, or any kind of
minority, is a costly thing in society. Evenin
educational institutions, many of the mar-
ginalised continue to pay with their life.

controversy
over GDP
numbersis

unwarranted

a7

SoumyA KANTI GHOSH

NDIAS FIRST-QUARTER GDP numbers have been caught

in a crossfire, with a slugfest of unending salvos between

die-hard supporters and opponents on issues such as the

interpretation of the base year. Globally, GDP revisions typi-

cally occur for two major reasons: Periodic baseline changes
to reflect modern economic structures, and retrospective data
updates after economic events. While developed economies gen-
erally experience minor routine adjustments, emerging markets
frequently witness dramatic revisions due to the inclusion of in-
formal or rapidly expanding techno-digital sectors and ever-
changing consumer preferences.

While the Ministry of Statistics and Programme Implemen-
tation (MoSPI) has come out with its set of explanations, we pro-
vide some more food for thought for settling this issue.

Last year, when the NSO had released the first quarter FY26
GDP numbers (base: 2011-12), the nominal GDP for the quarter
was Rs 86.11akh crore. In the latest release (base: 2022-23), the
Q1 FY26 GDP number has been revised downwards to Rs 80
lakh crore. Alongside, the latest Q1 FY27 GDP number is at Rs
88.31akh crore.

Some are now ascribinga 2.6 per cent growth innominal GDP
for the latest quarter instead of 10.3 per cent by calculating the
yearly growth rate using Rs 88.3 1akh crore (we call it series A for
the sake of clarity) over Rs 86.11akh crore (we call it series C). This
isasign of intellectual dishonesty.

If anyone truly wants to compare current nominal GDP
numbers over the previous unrevised base of the first quarter
of last year, then Rs 88.3 lakh crore (new base, series A re-
leased in August) should be estimated over Rs 80.4 lakh crore
(new base, released in June), which comes out to 9.7 per cent
growth (as against 10.3 per cent). Hypothetically, even with
this nominal growth (by adjusting the deflator), the real
growth for Q1 FY27 would be 74 per cent (as against the re-
leased 7.8 per cent), still good enough in view of the exogen-
ous challenges during the quarter.

Comparisons need to be made on the same base, using the
same method. The 2.6 per cent number being touted is neither
the official real growth rate nor
a like-for-like comparison. It is
ahybrid comparisonbetweena
current-year level of the new-
series with an old-series pre-
vious-year level. That may
make for a dramatic talking
point, but it does not provide a
meaningful growth rate for a
reality check. Another situation
may arise when instead of being
revised downwards, the
numbers are revised upwards.

But why did this unwar-
ranted confusion arise this
time?

Everyyear, MOSPI revisesits
previous year’s GDP estimates,
reconciling them against the corresponding annual revised esti-
mates. These revisions are released in February. In the current
year (this time on August 31), the National Accounts Statistics has
also incorporated revised numbers of previous years in the
quarterly data itself for the sake of more transparency to align
with the base revisions carried out in CPL ITP, WPI and PPI. This
isperfectlylegitimate. This base alignment ensures that the GDP
deflators and volume estimates remain consistent with the up-
dated price and production indices.

Thereported Q1 FY27 growth number does not stand alone.
The composition gives it credibility. Real GVA grew 8.2 per cent,
which isacleaner reading of underlying activity. GST collection
till August was at Rs10.42 lakh crore, up 11 per cent (Q1 FY27 up
8.6 per cent). Domestic passenger vehicle sales were up 25.6 per
cent, tractor sales 19 per cent, IIP 6.2 per cent, steel output 4.8
per cent, cement 8.8 per cent, and exports 17 per cent till July.
Net FDI for Q1 FY27 was at $7.8 billion as compared to $4.75 bil-
lion last year. These are surely not signs of an economy expan-
ding at only 2.6 per cent.

The World Bank notes that countries revise national accounts
toimprove accuracy and comparability, and thatlarger revisions
may be needed when new methodologies or anew reference year
for constant-price series are introduced. It also cautions that re-
basing can create breaks unless historical data are consistently
linked. For example, thelatest Q1 FY27 number will only be final-
ised by February 2029. Base revisions add an extra layer to this
complicated process. Interestingly, the base year revision this
time has reduced the size of the GDP. Thus, the argument of GDP
getting bigger because of base year revisions is meaningless.

The writer is member, PM Economic Advisory Council,
member, 16th Finance Commission and group

he was found dead.

violate their dignityisanythingbut

The writers teach at IM Kozhikode

chief economic adviser, SBI. Views are personal
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THE WORLD bemoans Chinese overcapac-
ity asaglobal structural challenge. Chinais,
after all, the world’s largest trade-surplus
economy, witha value of $1.2 trillion, and ac-
counts for roughly 30 per cent of global
manufacturing output. Its rise in global
manufacturing is largely driven by govern-
mentsubsidies and astate-directed financial
system that provides cheap credit. State-
backed industrial subsidies have enabled
Chinese firmsto expand without being con-
cerned about profits and returns vis-a-vis
their international competitors. The conse-
quenceisaself-defeatingrace tothe bottom,
with razor-thin or negative margins as Chi-
nese firms engage in zero-sum price wars at
home and abroad to expand market share.

Chinese overcapacity is a problem for the worlo

China’s rise has created a form of “abso-
lute advantage” in manufacturing. Its suc-
cess reflects not only low-cost production
but alsoscale, supplier networks, infrastruc-
ture, technological capabilities, and state-
supported industrial ecosystems. This allows
it to manufacture goods ranging from tex-
tiles and machinery to electronics, solar PV,
batteries, and EVs at competitive prices. This
has far-reaching implications.

First, China’s rise has produced signifi-
canteconomic gains forboth developed and
developing countries. Low-cost Chinese
manufactured goods reduce the prices of
consumer goods, machinery, clean technol-
ogy products and intermediate inputs,
thereby supporting industrial transforma-
tion and infrastructure development in de-
veloping economies.

Second, China’slow-cost mass manufac-
turingadvantage creates asymmetric press-
ures on developing countries to build do-

mestic manufacturing capabilities. Pro-
ducers in developing countries face chal-
lenges in competing with Chinese pro-
ducers, creating a “late industrialisation
dilemma”. However, this gradually weakens
incentives and capabilities to foster domestic
upstream industries. The key questionisnot
whether Chinese imports are efficient and
competitive, but whether import depend-
ence thwarts capability building and
upgradationin manufacturing value chains.

Third, China’s absolute advantage in

The key question is not whether
Chinese imports are efficient and
competitive, but whether import
dependence thwarts capability
building and upgradationin
manufacturing value chains
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bothlow-cost and high-end manufacturing
istransformingthe geography of global value
chain networks. Today, it occupies a domi-
nant and critical position across multiple
stages of the manufacturing value chain net-
works. In the EV sector, it controls critical
nodes — 65 per cent of lithium refining, 70
per cent of cobalt refining, and over 80 per
cent of battery manufacturing. This creates
apeculiar paradoxin the globalisation of pro-
duction, where China is the most competi-
tive and its sheer dominance generates sig-
nificant strategic vulnerabilities for countries
that rely excessively on a single supplier.
Fourth, China’sexcessindustrial capacity
poses challenges for Indiain its quest for self-
reliance. Chinese imports have impacted
MSME-led domestic manufacturing, under-
mining India’s manufacturing imperatives.
Chinaaccounts for roughly 17 per cent of In-
dia’s imports, with dependence on solar PV
modules, telecom components, electronics

and APIs. India’s electronics industry faces
ashortage of printed circuit boards due geo-
political headwinds and supply-chain im-
pediments, impacting downstream manu-
facturing. India also faces a pincer dilemma.
Chinese export curbs could restrict access to
key inputssuch assolar wafers, cells and bat-
teries, while its PLI scheme for solar and EV
is challenged in the WTO for violating local
content rules aimed at augmenting do-
mestic manufacturing capabilities.

Aglobal dialogueis needed on gradually
rebalancing the Chinese economy in part-
nership with the US and other major econ-
omies. Given the scale of the challenge and
the Chinese economy’s size and broader in-
ternational ramifications, a globally coordi-
nated approach, similar tothe 1985 Plaza Ac-
cord, could be considered.

The writer is associate professor, O.P. Jindal
Global University, Sonipat. Views are personal
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Report Card

COME ELECTIONS, state
governments and chief
ministers take extra
measures to publicise their
achievements. Uttarakhand
Chief Minister Pushkar
Singh Dhamifound a
unique way to present his
report card tothe voters —a
hardcoverbookin Hindi,
‘Nayak se Jannayak: Push-
kar Singh Dhami’. Authored
by Madan Mohan Sati and
Suwarn Rawa, the book
documents all policy deci-
sions, speeches and activ-
itiesof the CMin thelast
five years, along with two
plays with Dhami as the
protagonist. The first play,
‘Karmayogi’, depicts Dhami
asamanofactionwhoim-
plemented the UCC and
anti-conversionlawsin the
state. The second play, ‘The
Mission Silkyara’, explains
how the CM coordinated the
operation torescue 41 con-
struction workers trapped
for 17 daysin the Silkyara
tunnel collapse in 2023. The
plays have been staged at
multiple locations across
the states and their
frequency may goup asthe
election nears, say sources.

New Chambers

THE BJPis undertakinga
pan-office maintenance
drive for each of its

newly appointed organisa-
tional hands. All office
chambers across its four-
storey headquarterson
Deen Dayal Upadhyay Marg
are being spruced up. Most
ofthe new office-bearers
have moved into the
allotted chambers, buta
handful are still waiting for
their rooms to be ready.

AlMIM leader
joins Congress,
says ‘Owaisi
helping BJP by
targeting Opp’

Express News Service
Lucknow, September 2

ALL INDIA Majlis-e-Ittehadul
Muslimeen (AIMIM) national
spokesperson Syed Asim Wagqar
joined the Congress on Wednes-
day. He claimed that AIMIM,
under Asaduddin Owaisi, only
pays “lip service” to removing
the BJP, but in reality it is fight-
ing against those who seek to
bring down the ruling party.

Wagqar, who was considered
to be close to Owaisi, joined the
Congress in the presence of
Uttar Pradesh All India Con-
gress Committee (AICC) in-
charge Rajendra Pal Gautam,
UP Congress president Ajay Rai
and AICC Minority Department
chairman Imran Pratapgarhi at
the party office in New Delhi.
Congress insiders say Waqar’s
joiningissignificant asthe party
looks to expand its outreach
among Muslims in UP, which
goestothe polls early next year.

During a briefing, Waqar
said, “On the ground, we don’t
fight the BJP; we fight the Con-
gress, the Samajwadi Party; we
are fighting every other person
who wants to remove the BJP...
So, I felt that if we keep fighting
the Opposition and don’t allow
ittoexpand, then we are helping
the BJP.Ihavedecided thatifwe
are true nationalistsand want to
remove the BJP honestly, then
our objective should be to fight
the BJP. If we are fighting
enemies of the BJP, then we are
friends of the BJP... In reality, if
someone is fighting the BJP
across India, it is the Congress,
Rahul Gandhi and his people.”

His departure comes at a
time when the AIMIM aims to
strengthen its presence in UP,
targeting towin several seatsin
districts with significant Mus-
lim populations.

Set to bringin tech,
reduce humanrole

Maulshree Seth
Lucknow, September 2

AS THE Shri Ram Janmb-
hoomi Teerth Kshetra Trust
undergoes a major adminis-
trative shake-up following the
alleged theft of donationsatthe
temple in Ayodhya, it is plan-
ning to reduce human inter-
vention and instead use tech-
nology to make the counting
process more efficient.
AtWednesday’s meeting, the
Trust members discussed pro-
posals from an IIT and two
banks to explore “a technology-
based system to count cash of-
ferings” at the Ram Temple.
“The proposals submitted by the
IIT and the two banks will be
examined by the Trust, follow-
ing which a decision will be
taken on taking it forward,” an
official of the Trust said, adding
thatother financial matterswere
also discussed at the meeting,.
The move comesastheRam
Temple, which draws a large
number of devoteessinceitsin-
ception in January 2024, hasto
deal with increasingly high vol-
umes of offerings. Bringing
technology into the cash-count-
ing processis part of the Trust’s
broader effort to strengthen its

e —————
; |

:
‘
|
[

Members of the Ram Temple Trust during a meeting in Ayodhya on Wednesday. pri

administrative and financial
systems in the wake of the do-
nation theft scandal.

The Special Investigation
Team (SIT), which was consti-
tuted by the Uttar Pradesh gov-
ernment to probe the embezzle-
ment, in its report, flagged key
lapses that led to the theft of
cash and valuables by em-
ployeesengaged in the counting
of donations. After allegations
of theft of donated funds and
valuables blew up in June this
year, several security measures
were introduced for counting
agents, including pocketless
gowns, dedicated changing
areas, repeated frisking, and
tighter CCTV oversight.

So far, Ayodhya police have
arrested eight men —six count-
ing agents, a driver for former

EXPRESS special

general secretary of the Trust,
ChampatRai,and aretired bank
employee who was in charge of
the donation-counting shifts.

Trust welcomes SC
order on SIT probe

Meanwhile, the Trust wel-
comed the Supreme Court’s
July 27 order directing the UP
governmenttobringinaninde-
pendent forensic auditor to the
SIT probe into the alleged dona-
tion theft. The Trust said the
apex court’s order set out the
scope and time period of the SIT
probe, besides specifying the
matters to be investigated. “It
will help establish the truth and
remove any confusion among
the public,” the Trust said.

Calling for an “impartial and
above board” probe, a three-

Al clips to memes: In Punjab,
how Cong vs AAP vs BJP
battle flares on social media

Kanchan Vasdev
Chandigarh, September 2

FROM DIGITALLY dressingup
aturbaned Sikh politicianinan
off-shoulder woman outfit to
showing a chief minister being
slapped inside a classroom, the
social media battle between
political rivals in Punjab seems
tohave hitanewlowinthe run-
up to the Assembly elections
due in February 2027.

With the parties increas-
ingly using Al-generated vi-
deos, memes and images to at-
tack their opponents, the lines
between political satire and
personal attacks appear to be
getting blurred. This has re-
centlyled toa courtintervening
in a case involving Congress
MLA Sukhpal Singh Khaira. In
avideo circulated on Facebook
by a handle called “Charda
Punjab” and on Instagram by
“Charda_apunjab”, Khaira’s
face, beard and turbaned Sikh
appearance were allegedly
superimposed on an artificially
generated body of awoman.

“Parties must refrain from
putting up such posts as it takes
the political discourse too low.
Even while dealing with oppo-
nents, a certain degree of stan-
dard and grace must be main-
tained. I moved court as I felt
strongly about it,” Khaira told
The Indian Express. After this
video went viral, Khaira ap-
proached the Chandigarh Dis-
trict Court, seeking protection of

Even while dealing with
opponents, a certain degree of
standard and grace must be
maintained: Congress MLA
Sukhpal Singh Khaira

his reputation, dignity and per-
sonality rights, besides damages.
While granting ad-interim
relief, the court observed that the
content appeared to be defama-
tory, objectionable and Al-gen-
erated, and that its continued
circulation could cause irrepar-
ableinjury. Italso directed Meta
to take down the post and dis-
able access within 72 hours.
Barely weeks later, however,
the social media battle appeared
to have descended another
notch. Last week, the Punjab
BJP’s official social media
handle shared an Al-generated
video in which Chief Minister
Bhagwant Mann was shown
being slapped inside a class-
room. It was built around a con-
troversy over alleged spelling
mistakes in educational ma-
terial. It showed a student writ-

ingincorrectspellingsin a note-
book, with Mann, AAP national
convenor Arvind Kejriwal and
Education Minister Harjot Singh
Bains appearing in the class-
room. Mann was then shown
being slapped. The BJP deleted
the video after it drew criticism.
Punjab BJP president Kewal
Singh Dhillon sought todistance
himself from the post, saying he
had not seen the video and did
not want the CM to be insulted.
“This ad is astonishingly ar-
rogant & stupid! Showing a
Chief Minister, actually any
human being slapped is not a
political argument,” social ac-
tivist Tehseen Poonawalla
wrote on X, adding that reduc-
ing campaigning to “play-
ground violence” amounted to
losing the political debate, de-
scribing the video as “childish-
ness with the Lotus symbol”.
The AAP and the BJP subse-
quently traded charges over the
use of Al-generated content.
AAP spokesperson Bikram-
jit Passey said, “They should be
ashamed they are posting such
videos. BJP has always spread
hatred, and should apologise...”
BJP spokesperson Pritpal
Singh Baliewal, however, said
they would not apologise. “If we
open AAP’ssocial media pages,
youwill see many Punjab’s Sikh
leaders beingmocked at with Al
videos. How will AAP respond
to this? In our video, did we
mention anywhere that it was
Mann? We won’t apologise.”

judge bench led by CJI Surya
Kant had said that the SIT has
access to the temple Trust’s fi-
nancial records and would look
intoit, with the court’s focusre-
maining on the quality and
credibility of the investigation.

Approves accounts
Jor2025-26

The Trust also approved its
annual accounts for the 2025-
26 financial year. According to
the accounts, the Ram Temple
had an income of Rs 237 crore
and expenditure totalling Rs 99
crore during the 2025-26 finan-
cial year. It incurred a further
expenditure of Rs 425 crore on
construction and other works.
Ason March 31,2026, the Trust
had Rs 1,882 croreintotal avail-
able funds.

Maulshree Seth
Lucknow, September 2

BESIDES APPOINTING retired
Air Marshal Jitendra Mishra as
the first Chief Executive Officer
(CEO) of the Ram Temple in
Ayodhya, the Shri Ram Janmb-
hoomi Teerth Kshetra Truston
Wednesday inducted three new
trustees, including its first
woman member.

The appointment of Dr Nir-
mala Yadav, advocate Madan
Mohan Pandey and business-
man-social worker Mahesh
Bhagchandka is notable not
only for broader social inclusion
— induction of a woman OBC
member — but also for roping
in people from different profes-
sionsand areas of experiencein
a bid to expand the Trust’s pro-
file and people’s faith in it after
the donation theft scandal.

The trio will fill the positions
that fell vacant after Bimlendra
Mohan Mishra’s death last year
and the resignation of former
general secretary Champat Rai
and member Anil Mishrain the
wake of the donation theft row.
The three new members are:

® Dr Nirmala Yadav

The retired college principal
from Shikohabad in Uttar Pra-
desh, Yadav is the first woman
member of Shri Ram Janmb-
hoomi Teerth Kshetra Trust. A

| postgraduatein Hindi and San-

Trio tofill positions
thatfellvacant after
Bimlendra Mohan
Mishra’s death last
year &resignation of
ex-gensecy Champat
Rai, member Anil
Mishraamidthe
donation theft row

skritwith aPhD, the 66-year-old
served as a college principal for
19 years and a member of the
university executive council for
15 years, giving her substantial
experienceinacademicandin-
stitutional administration.

B Madan Mohan Pandey
The induction of Madan
Mohan Pandey, 74, as a Trust
member brings adifferent kind
of institutional experience. A
law graduate and advocate
based in Ayodhya Cantonment,
Pandeywas associated with the
Ram Janmbhoomi litigation for
nearly three decades. Accord-
ingtothe Trust, herepresented
Shri Ram Lalla Virajman and
Mahant Shri Ramchandra
Paramhans before the Allaha-
bad High Court and the Su-
preme Court from 1990-2019.
That period covered crucial
stages of the dispute, culminat-
ing in the top court’s 2019 ver-

dict, paving the way for the con-
struction of Ram Temple in
Ayodhya. Pandey also served as
Additional Advocate General of
Uttar Pradesh for six years. His
current associations include
serving as vice-president of
Shri Hari Satsang Samiti and
patron of the Kathakar Yojana
Training Centre in Ayodhya.

B Mahesh Bhagchandka
The 68-year-old Delhi-based
businessman and social worket,
Bhagchandka, has been ap-
pointed asthe new Treasurer of
the Trust. He will replace Go-
vind Giri, who was earlier elev-
ated to the post of general sec-
retary, replacing Champat Rai.
Associated with the Ashok
Singhal Foundation, Bhag-
chandkaisalsoamember ofthe
executive committee of the
World Hindu Economic Forum.
Hehasalsobeen associated with
theinstallation of Ram Stambhs
at 292 sites linked to the Shri
Ram Van Gaman Yatra and took
part as a yajman in the Ram
Temple Bhoomi Pujan and Pran
Pratishtha ceremonies.
Bhagchandka, a graduate,
has penned thebook ‘Hindutva
Ke Prayog’. His association with
the Ashok Singhal Foundation
is significant in the context of
the Ram temple movement,
given Singhal's prominent role
in the campaign for the Ram
Janmbhoomi temple.

2 Kuki-Zo MLAs attend Manipur House
session — 1st time in over 3 yrs of unrest

Leivon Jimmy
Imphal, September 2

IN A significant development,
two Kuki-Zo MLAs physically
attended the Manipur legis-
lative session, which began on
Wednesday, after a gap of
around three-and-a-halfyears.

Saitu MLA Haokholet
Kipgen and Saikul MLA Kimneo
Haokip refrained from visiting
the Assembly, like other Kuki-Zo
legislators, since ethnic conflict
broke out in the Northeastern
state in 2023. They had cited se-
curity reasons for their decision.

Earlier, three Kuki-Zo MLAS,
including Deputy Chief Minister
Nemcha Kipgen, Churachand-
pur legislator L M Khaute and Ti-
paimukh MLA Ngursanglur Sa-
nate, virtually attended the last
sessionin February. Thereare10
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Kuki-Zo MLAs Kimneo Haokip (left) and Haokholet Kipgen arrive at
the Manipur Assembly in Imphal on Wednesday. express

Kuki-Zo MLAs in the 60-
member Manipur Assembly.
On his return to the Assem-
bly, Kipgen said that he was
happytobebackand attend the
House session after along gap.
CM Yumnam Khemchand
Singh welcomed the participa-
tion of the Kuki-Zo MLAs, de-

scribing it as a positive step to-
wards promoting unity and
peacein Manipur. “Collective ef-
forts could help the state move
forward on the path to peace.”
Singh attributed the develop-
ment to the state government’s
sustained efforts to address and
reduce the trust deficit among

different communities. He reit-
erated hisgovernment’s panel to
inclusive dialogue, reconcili-
ation and effortstorestore peace
and understanding.

The two MLAs attended the
session despite a call by Kuki
Inpi Manipur, an apex body of
Kuki tribes, asking MLASs from
the community to skip the
session until the demand for a
separate administration is ad-
dressed. “The participation of
Kuki-Zo MLAs in the Manipur
Legislative House, at a time
when the fundamental political
question concerning the future
of Kuki-Zo people remains unre-
solved, would be inconsistent
with the collective political posi-
tion and aspirations of the Kuki-
Zo people... There can be no re-
turntobusiness as usual without
apolitical solution...,” it said.

‘Baseless’: Raj asthan HC ]udge on allegations against him

Hamza Khan
Jaipur, September 2

IN HIS first comments since
allegations against him became
public, Justice Sanjeev Prakash
Sharma, the Acting Chief Jus-
tice of the Rajasthan High
Courtwhowent on leave earlier
this week, called claims against
him baseless.

On Monday, the Collegium
had recommended Chhattis-
garh High Court Judge Sanjay
K Agarwal as the Chief Justice
of the Rajasthan HC, replacing
Justice Sharma.

“In the context of the recent
developments in the media and
social media, I want to make it
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Justice Sanjeev Prakash
Sharma has been accused of

misuse of powers by Supreme
Court’s Justice Sandeep Mehta

"«\‘

clear that I deny all these allega-
tions. All the allegations are base-
less and have been made by the
Honourable Judge out of ani-

mosity (ranjish),” Justice Sharma
said in a statement in Hindi. “I
have submitted my position to
the Honourable Supreme Court
Justice, Mr Surya Kant.I havere-
futed, with evidence, the base-
less, false, and fact-less allega-
tions made by Honourable
Sandeep Mehta in his letters.”
Earlier this month, letters
by Supreme Court judge Jus-
tice Sandeep Mehta to CJI
Surya Kant became public. In
his letters sent to the CJI—on
August 2, August 10 and Au-
gust 17 — and copied to other
members of the Supreme
Court Collegium, Justice
Mehta accused Justice Sharma
of “misuse of powers” and said

he had received “several com-
plaints”, which “raise doubts”
on the Acting CJ’s “integrity”.
Based on this, Justice Mehta
also sought transfer of the act-
ing CJ to another High Court
and the appointment of a new
Chief Justice.

In his statement, Justice
Sharma added, “I humbly ap-
peal to the media, lawyers, and
othersto respect the principles
of justice and remain patient
untilthe CJIissues a decision. I
have complete faith in the In-
dianjudicial system. And soon,
when the time is right and the
CJI approves, I will personally
present my case to the media.
Please be patient until then.”

e FROM RAJASTHAN’S SCHOOL INFRASTRUCTURE PUSH TO GOA’S STALLED CONVERSION BILL, RECENT MOVES SUGGEST A BJP MORE RESPONSIVE TO PRESSURE

Decisiveness to calibration: Why BJP appears more cautious

CAPITALCONTEXT
BY L1z MATHEW

A WEEKLY LOOK AT POLITICS IN
A STATE FROM THE VANTAGE
POINT OF NEW DELHI

SINCE THE Jantar Mantar pro-
testsin July that forced the first
resignation of a Union Minister
under public pressure in 12
years, the BJPhasappeared the
most tentative it has ever
looked, with the decisiveness
that it once projected as a hall-
mark ofits governance replaced
by calibration under pressure.
The government that had
once moved swiftly and tactfully
on the abrogation of Article 370
and the passage of the CAA has
held back on several items of its
legislative agenda, even as state
governments ruled by the party

take corrective measures to en-
sure they are not hit by protests.
In recent weeks, the following
developments have taken place:

W In Rajasthan, the Bhajan
Lal Sharma government on Au-
gust 21 announced a three-year
roadmap worth Rs12,500 crore
to overhaul the school infra-
structure across the state. This
came amid the CJP’s school
audit programme, and the gov-
ernment, it seemed, tried toen-
sure that it did not snowball
into a major protest ahead of
the local body elections.

B In Goa, after pushback
from legislators, including
from within the party, the Pra-
mod Sawant government on
August 31 decided not to intro-
duce the anti-religious conver-
sion Bill in the Assembly. The
state Cabinet last week passed
the Goa Prohibition of Unlaw-

Several BJP leaders say the September 12-13 BRICS Summit in Delhi
would help underline Prime Minister Narendra Modi’simage as a
strong leader of international standing. ExPRESS FILE

ful Conversion of Religion Bill,
2026, and it was expected to be
taken up in the House’s on-
going Monsoon Session.

B On August 21, Delhi Police
registered a case over the pellet
injuries that a 19-year-old suf-
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fered during the July 20 pro-
testsled by the CJP. Police acted
after LoP Rahul Gandhi held a
seven-hour dharna along with
the youngster and his mother
outside a police station.

Many BJP leaders, however,

denied there wasa cause for con-
cern, pointing to the latest
numbers on the economy. “The
GDP has grown 7.8% in Quarter
1and that is great news for the
government. People indeed
have to feel that the economy is
growing at a robust pace, but
such good news will definitely
boostthemoraleinthe party and
the government,” said aleader.
Some in the party also said
the September12-13 BRICS Sum-
mit in Delhi would help under-
line Prime Minister Narendra
Modi’s image as a strong leader
of international standing and
could potentially overshadow
any domestic political concerns.
However, some of these ap-
prehensions persist in sections
of the BJP, with some drawing
parallels with two notable mo-
ments from the past when the
party has come under strain.

While some pointed to the tur-
bulenceinthe partyand the RSS
during LK Advani’s2005 visit to
Pakistan, when he described
Muhammad Ali Jinnah as
“secular”, others spoke of the cri-
sis that followed PM V P Singh’s
decision in 1990 to implement
the Mandal Commission report
that granted 27% reservation in
jobsand educationtothe OBCs.
A BJP leader claimed the
currentsituation had the poten-
tial to “derail” the party’s politi-
cal calculations and trigger re-
alignments in several states.
“The slogans the BJP has used
since 2014 appear to have lost
their edge. PM Modi’s most po-
tent weapon has been his com-
munication with the people. But
itisnotresonatingas much with
a powerful section — one of the
most influential ones — as it
used to,” said another source.

Whatbegan asa student pro-
testagainstthe NEET paper leak
could potentially transforminto
a multi-pronged challenge for
the government, with senior BJP
leaders saying the leadership
would have tobe ready for “flexi-
bility for a course correction”.

But this is something the
BJP has managed to pull off
earlier — during the farm pro-
tests and post-2024 Lok Sabha
blip. Also, a crucial distinction
to make between the present
moment and Advani’s Jinnah
row and the Mandal momentis
that circumstances were differ-
ent. The BJP was not in power
during the Advani episode and
supported the V P Singh gov-
ernment from outside in 1990.
This time, though it may have
hit a bump in the road, it re-
mains the most dominant
political force in India.
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MOSPI STANDS BY 7.8% GDP GROWTH RATE FOR Q1

Govtrejects GDP criticism,
expects ‘informed debate’
once methods understood

Siddharth Upasani
New Delhi, September 2

WITH QUESTIONS being
raised about the higher-than-
expected GDP growth rate of
7.8% in the April-June quarter,
the statistics ministry on Wed-
nesday issued a six-point rebut-
tal, asserting that its methods
and the numbers released on
Monday were correct.

Saurabh Garg, Secretary in
the Ministry of Statistics and
Programme Implementation
(MoSPI), added that he expects
a “more informed debate” to
happen once the new methods
used to calculate India’s GDP
are understood.

On Monday, MoSPI data
showed India’s GDP grew 7.8%
in April-June, significantly
higherthan the Reserve Bank of
India’s forecast of 7%. Revisions
were also made to past data,
including to the growth rate for
January-March, which was
raised from 7.8% to 8.6%.

These revisions were caused
by the use of the new Producer
Price Index (PPI) series, the up-
dated Index of Industrial Pro-
duction (ITP) dataseries, and the
Banking Services Price Index
released earlier this year.

However, certain econ-
omists, former bureaucrats,
and politicians have raised
questions about the numbers.

While some economists
have been unconvinced by the
figure used to “deflate” the
manufacturing sector’s gross
value added (GVA) in current
prices to arrive at the “real”, or
inflation adjusted estimates,
former finance secretary Sub-

¢ INCORRECT INTERPRETATION’

FORMER FINANCE secretary
Subhash Chandra Garg claimed
that April-June 2025’s nominal
GDP was revised down from

Rs 86 lakh crore to Rs 80 lakh
crore to make growthin
April-June 2026 “look better”

INITS response, the ministry
pointed out that the Rs 86.05 lakh
crore figure was under the old
GDP series which had 2011-12
asthe base year

THE NEW series, which has 2022-
23 as the base year, was released
in February this year and saw the

hash Chandra Garg has criti-
cised the data, saying nominal
GDP growth in April-June
should be 2.6% and “in real
terms close to 0.

Double deflation

Speaking to reporters on
Wednesday, MoSPI Secretary
Saurabh Garg said that the
double deflation practice is
“new for everyone”.

“But I am sure as people get
used to the double deflation
methodology, as they under-
stand it better, there will be a
more informed debate,” Garg
said. To find the valueadded by
a sector — or the Gross Value
Added (GVA) — the value of in-
puts it uses is subtracted from
the value of output it produces.
Thisis GVA in current prices, or
nominal terms.

To find the GVA after ac-

inclusion of new sources of data
and several methodological
changes in the calculation of the
GDP, including those that econ-
omists and international agencies
such as the IMF have been calling
out for several years

counting for changes in prices
—orreal GVA —theoutputand
input values are adjusted by
their respective inflation rates.
This is called double deflation.

Prior to the new GDP series,
which has 2022-23 as the base
year, that was released earlier
this year in February, one of the
biggest criticisms of Indian data
was MoSPI used double defla-
tion only for agriculture and
mining and quarrying sectors.

For the others, input and
output values were “deflated”
by the same number, with the
Wholesale Price Indexand Con-
sumer Price Index being used.

This can be problematic
when input and output prices
change at different rates.

With the new GDP series
using the double-deflation
method for all sectors, there
have been revisionsto past esti-

At $127 bn, FCNR(B) deposits push
RBI’s forex drive beyond $136 bn

George Mathew
Mumbai, September 2

FAR EXCEEDING the expecta-
tions of bankers and policy-
makers, the Reserve Bank of In-
dia’s special US dollar-rupee
forex swap facility has drawn
provisional foreign exchangein-
flows of $136.377 billion through
August 31.

The surge in inflows have
come through Foreign Currency
Non-Resident (Bank), or
FCNR(B), deposits, Overseas
Foreign Currency Borrowings
(OFCBs) and External Commer-
cial Borrowings (ECBs), accord-
ing to data reported by auth-
orised dealer banks.

FCNR(B) deposits ac-
counted for the overwhelming
share of the mobilisation at
$127.226 billion. OFCBs con-
tributed $5.260 billion, while
ECBs brought in $3.891 billion,
the RBI said. The figures are pro-
visional and subject to final re-
porting, accounting and recon-
ciliation. Analysts and bankers
had expected inflows of $70-$30
billion when the schemewasin-
troduced, and the large scale of
the inflows marks a substantial
response to the concessional
swap facility introduced by the
RBI on June 8. The facility was
designed to encourage fresh for-

eign-currency inflows and sup-
portdomesticliquidity atatime
when the rupee and India’s for-
eign-exchange reserves were
under pressure amid global un-
certainties, trade tensions and
West Asia conflict.

TheRBI had initially opened
the FCNR(B) swap window until
September 30.

However, following what it
described as an “encouraging
response”, itannounced on Au-
gust 14 that the window for fresh
FCNR(B) deposits would close
early on August 31. The swap of
deposits already mobilised
under the facility could, how-
ever, be undertaken with the
RBI until September 11.

The concessional facilities
for ECBs and OFCBs remain
open until December 31, 2026.

Thelatest numbersindicate
how sharply mobilisation accel-
erated during August.

FCNR(B) deposits are fixed-
term deposits that can be main-
tained by non-resident Indians,
Overseas Citizens of India and
Persons of Indian Origin in des-
ignated foreign currencies.

Unlike ordinary rupee de-
posits, these deposits allow over-
seas Indians to retain their sav-
ingsin currenciessuchasthe US
dollar, pound sterling, euro, Ja-
panese yen, Australian dollar

GIFT City IFSC
banks sanction
$54 bnunder
RBI swap facility

Mumbai/New Delhi: Indian
banks operating through Inter-
national Banking Units (IBUs)
at GIFT City’s International Fi-
nancial Services Centre (IFSC)
have sanctioned loans totalling
$54.02 billion under the RBI’s
swap facility for FCNR(B) de-
posits as of August 31, according
to a status report. The lending
underthe RBIscheme hasrisen
sharply in a matter of weeks,
reflecting growing utilisation of
the financial services ecosystem
and institutional infrastructure
available at GIFTIFSC. Thedata
showsthat IBUs had sanctioned
$4.1billion through 14 IBUs as of
July 15. ENS

and Canadian dollar. Interest
earned on FCNR(B) deposits is
exempt from income tax in
India as long as the depositor
qualifies as a non-resident
under Indian tax laws.
FULLREPORTON
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Japan agency upgrades India’s rating
to ‘A-’; FinMin says retlects solid growth

Aanchal Magazine
New Delhi, September 2

NOTING STEADY implementa-
tion of policies for productivity
growth and economic develop-
ment and India’s maintenance
of 7% growth, the Japan Credit
Rating Agency (JCRA)
upgraded India’s sovereign rat-
ing from ‘BBB+’ to ‘A-’ with
stable outlook on Wednesday.

Welcoming the decision by
JCRA, the Ministry of Finance
inastatementsaid the upgrade
reflects India’s “solid economic
growth, effectiveness of econ-
omic policies in strengthening
the foundations for growth,
and the improved soundness of
the financial system”.

While upgradingtherating,
the JCRA noted certain struc-

tural challenges for India on the
fiscal front: complex intergov-
ernmental fiscal relations; fis-
cal transfer arrangements and
fiscal management that is sus-
ceptible to electoral cycles.

Pointing out that the Indian
economy has maintained a
high growth rate of around 7%,
the JCRA said the country’s
growth is supported by robust
private consumption and pub-
licinvestment.

The growth momentum
was sustained in Q1 of FY27,
with real GDP growing by 7.8%,
despite prevailing global head-
winds, the Ministry said.

“Considering India’s solid
economic growth, the effec-
tiveness of economic policies
that strengthen the founda-
tions for growth, and the im-

proved soundness of the finan-
cial system, JCR has upgraded
the Republic of India’s Foreign
Currency and Local Currency
Long-term Issuer Ratings by
one notch to ‘A-. JCR has also
raised the country ceiling by
onenotchtoA,” the JCRA said.
Fifteenth Finance Commission
Chairman NKSinghsaid the A’
ratingisback after agap of over
35 years.

“JCRA has upgraded India
to ‘A-’. Recognition of India’s
growth momentum, macro sta-
bility, deep structural reforms,
and the strength of Centre-
State partnership. The last ‘A’
was Moody’s A2 ratinggivenin
1988, which India lost in the
1990-91 BoP crisis,” he said.

FULLREPORTON
WWW.INDIANEXPRESS.COM

mates of GDP and growth.
These revisions have also been
accentuated by the use of the
new Producer Price Index
numbers for inputs and out-
puts, which is used interna-
tionally.

According to MoSPI’s Garg,
the PPI has more than 300 de-
flators for different parts of the
GDP to compute real values
from nominal ones, up from
around 180 under the old series.
This makes the new series’ esti-
mates more accurate.

No ‘deliberate
downward revision’

Without naming Subhash
Chandra Garg, MoSPI released
“additional information” onthe
GDP data, specifically refuting
the former bureaucrat’s claim
that growth was much lower
than 7.8% in April-June.

Itargued that the downward
revision in the April-June 2025
nominal GDP from Rs 86.05
lakh crorein the old seriestoRs
80.00 lakh crore in the new
series was the result of “succes-
sive revisions to the GDP series
arising from the change in base
year, incorporation ofimproved
data sources and methodol-
ogies, and updation of available
indicators”.

Assuch, itis “incorrecttoin-
terpret the difference asadelib-
erate downward revision of last
year’s GDP to mechanically in-
crease the currentyear’s growth
rate”. It added that one cannot
compare GDP numbers from
different series to arrive at the
growth rate, as Garg had done.

FULLREPORT ON
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Chandraopposes
5-member NCLT
benchformation

New Delhi: Essel Group Chair-
man Subhash Chandra on
Wednesday opposed the
formation of a five-member
bench by the NCLT to decide
his personal insolvency case,
contending that the tribunal
does not have the power to con-
stitute such a bench.
Appearing for Chandra be-
fore the NCLAT, Senior Advo-
cate Sasmit Patra termed the
NCLT order “faulty and wrong”
and said, “they are not em-
powered” to form a five-
member bench. “Under which
power” itwas stayed and “when
did this five-member bench sit
together? What proceedings
were conducted that led to this
five-member bench taking only
one order?” Patra argued. PTI

STAKEHOLDER CONSULTATION BY NITI AAYOG

Private players seek ‘ereen energy’
status for N-power to raise funds

Pratyush Deep
New Delhi, September 2

PRIVATE PLAYERS are seeking
green energy status for nuclear
power to enable access to green
bonds, green loansand blended
financing for nuclear projects.
During a recent stakeholder
consultation by NITI Aayog,
they sought review of existing
green finance frameworks, in-
cluding the Ministry of Fi-
nance’s Sovereign Green Bond
Framework, the RBI’s frame-
work for acceptance of green de-
positsand SEBI’s framework for
green debt securities.
“Currently for example
Ministry of Finance sovereign
green bond framework does
not include the nuclear energy
and there was a suggestion
from many of the industry par-
ticipants toreview these frame-
works....whether it is the Min-
istry of Finance sovereign
green energy bond framework
or RBI’s framework for accept-
ance of green deposits or even
SEBI’s green debt securities
framework.
“Solthinkthereisaneed for
review of these frameworks to
allow accessto greenbondsand
green loans and blended fi-
nancing schemes,” Abhay Kar-
andikar, member NITI Aayog
said during the inaugural

Indiacanemerge
astrusted mfg,

supply chain hub:
Maruti Suzuki CEO

Press Trust of India
New Delhi, September 2

THERE IS a significant oppor-
tunity for India to emerge as
a trusted manufacturing and
supply chain hub in the global
automotive ecosystem, as cost
is no longer the sole priority as
reliability and operational con-
tinuity are now just as vital,
Maruti Suzuki India MD and
CEO Hisashi Takeuchi said on
Wednesday.

In a bid to truly strengthen
theindustry’s competitiveness,
products made in Indiamustbe
able tocompete with the bestin
the world and “require quality
tobecome our signature”, Take-
uchi said, while addressing the
annual session of Automotive
Component Manufacturers As-
sociation of India (ACMA).

“The last decade taught us
how to withstand disruption.
The next decade must help us
become stronger because of dis-
ruption,” he said. To move in
that direction, Takeuchi said
there are four important
enablers for the Indian automo-
tive industry — deep localisa-
tion, people, collectivelearning,
and technology.

Gor calls for friction-less
trade between India & US

ENS Economic Bureau
New Delhi, September 2

US AMBASSADOR to India
Sergio Gor on Wednesday said
that as both countries work
through the details of their
trade relationship, they should
aim to create an environment
where American suppliers and
technology can freely access
the Indian market and Indian
firms can compete fairly in the
US market.

Addressing the Automotive
Component Manufacturers
Association of India (ACMA) at
its 66th annual session, he said,
“Our two governments are
working closely together to
build a trade relationship that
isfair, reciprocal, and mutually
beneficial.”

He said Commerce and In-

* MARKETS

dustry Minister Piyush Goyal
will travel to the US at the end
of this month for the G-20
Trade Ministers’ meeting to
continue engaging in negoti-
ationsonthetrade agreement.

India and the US agreed to
the framework of the interim
trade agreement that would
then expand to the Bilateral
Trade Agreement (BTA) in Feb-
ruary. Since then talks have
been ongoing to finalise the
agreement.

Both sides have held three
rounds of in-person talks on
the deal. The first round was
held in Washington in April
and two were held in June.

In the last meeting at the
end of June, US Trade Repre-
sentative (USTR) Jamieson
Greer visited New Delhi to
push the negotiations. FE
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e g Boosting nuclear

r power capacity

® |ndia opened the tightly
regulated civil nuclear sector
' last year for private

4l participation and targets
1 100 gigawatt-electric (GWe)
nuclear power by 2047

@ The country will need at
\ least $228 billion to achieve
the targeted 100 GWe nuclear
energy capacity, said Nivruti
" Rai,MDand CEO of Invest
India

e e
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session of POWERGEN India’s
Nuclear X event.
“The world over ... I think
even including the World Bank

NITI Aayog’s view nuclear
power is already covered under
the infrastructure framework,
as the Harmonised Master List

and the Asian Development
Bank are reviewing these
restrictions on the nuclear
investments and similar things
perhapsIthink maybeneeded,”
he added.

Duringthe consultation, the
private players also suggested
that nuclear power projects be
accorded infrastructure status,
he said, while adding that in

of Infrastructure Sub-sectors
maintained by the Department
of Economic Affairs includes
electricity generation. “Perhaps
aclarification in thisregard may
be needed,” he added.

Around 150 participants
from 60 organisations took part
in the NITI Aayog’s consulta-
tion. India opened the tightly
regulated civil nuclear sector

last year for private participation
and targets 100 gigawatt-electric
(GWe) nuclear power by 2047.
Nivruti Rai, MD and CEO of In-
vestIndia, said India will require
at least $228 billion in invest-
ment to achieve the target 100
GWe nuclear energy capacity.

Final SHANTIrules to
bereadyin2-3months

Speakingat the event, Ghan-
shyam Prasad, Chairperson of
the Central Electricity Authority
(CEA), said the final rulesunder
the SHANTI Act are likely to be
ready in the next two to three
months, with stakeholder con-
sultations on the draft rules cur-
rently underway.

He also stressed the need to
reduce the gestation period of
nuclear power projects in
India. Prasad said site selection
would be another major chal-
lenge as India scales up its nu-
clear capacity. “A lot of efforts
are supposed to be made in
identification of sites. We are
all working with the states.
Teams are there, site selection
committees are there,” he said.
On nuclear fuel, Prasad
stressed the need to develop
thorium-based technologies to
strengthen India’s long-term
energy security.
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[tis heereby informed that

fransact the businessas as menfionad in the Nolice of 387 AGM,
(b

——

and Shase TransierAgent{"RTA”), ortheir respective Depositony Farticipants.

thraugh VCIOAVM.

Secunties Depository Limited ("NSDL™)
[&

securbes marsal,

subrmitting the raquisite documants, and

Place : Mew Delhi
Date : Seplember 02, 2026

. Raegd. Office: Piot No. 38, Instiutional Area, Sector 32, Gursgram -
S Website: www.hfcl.com; Email: secretanali@ihfcl.com: Tel.: 91-124-4310000; Fax No.: +91-124-4310050

INFORMATION REGARDING 39™ ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING

Lemited at woanw nsaindia.com and also on the wabsite of NSDLat weew.awoling.nsdl.corm,

iff Pursuantto Section 108 of the Actread with Rule 20 of the Companies (Management & Administration) Rules, 2014, Regulation 44
of the SEBI Listing Regulations and the Secretanal Slandard on General Meetings (“55-27), the Company is pleased to provide fo
ifs Members with the facility to cast thei votes on all resolutions set forth in the Notice of the 38" AGM using alectronic voling syslem
1“remote e-Voting and e-Voting during AGM™) and has engaged the services of NSOL o facilitate:voting through elecironic
vohing system. Detailed procedure of remote e-Voling/e-Votng is being provided in the Notice of 397 AGM

(). Purstant fo the SEBI master circular no, HO3EM 3041 2026-MIRSD-POD 4 2982026 dated February 06, 2026, the shareholders
heodding shares in phyzical form whose foliofs) do not have Permanent Account Mumber (“PAN"), Contact Detals, Mobile Mumber,
Bank Account Details, Specimen Signature updated, shall be eligible for payment of dividend, in respect of such folio(s), only
thraugh electronic mods upan teir fumishing all the aforesald details in antiraly to MCS Share Transfer Agent Limited, RTAof the
Company. Further, SEBI vide its aforesasd Circular, has encouraged all evdsting investors, in theirown interest, to provide a“choice
of nomination’ {0 ensure smooth fransmission of securities and 1o help prevend the accumulabion of unclaimed assets in the

122 001 (Haryana)

{a) The 33" Annual General Meeting (" AGM") of HFCL Limited (the "Company”) is scheduled fo be held on Tuesday, the 297 day
of September, 2026 at 11:00 ALM. {IST) through Video Conferencing ("VC"YOther Audio Visual Means (“0AVM"} facility to

The Ministry of Corporate Affairs has vide its General Circulars numbered 1212020, 1772020, 2002020, 0272021, 1972021, 2172021,
02022 100022, 0972023, 0472024 and 032025 dated April 08, 2020, April 13, 2020, May 05, 2020, January 13, 2021, December
(48, 2021, December 14, 2021, May 05, 2022, Decembar 28, 2022, September 25, 2023, Septamber 19, 2024 and September 22,
2025 ("MCA Circulars™) respectively, read with applicable circulars izsued by the Securites and Exchange Board of India
1“SEBI™), ihereinafier coleciively referred to as “the Circulars™) permitted the holding of the AGM through YWE AV without the
phvysical presence of the Members al a common venus, Further, in compliance with the aforementionsd MCA creulars and
applicable provisions of the SEB| (Lisling Obligabons and Disclosure Requirements) Requlalions, 2015 {the “SEBI Listing
Regulations") relaxation has been provided from dispatching hard copies of 38 the documents, ag prescribed under Section 136
of the Companies Act, 2013, to the shareholders who have not registered their email addresses. Accordingly, in accordance with
Regulation 36{1){b) of SEBI Listing Regulations, a ktier contaming lhe web link (including the axact path) o access the complate
Annual Report is being sant to those shamsholders who have not registered their email addreszes with the Company, is Regsstrar

(e} In compliance with the provisions of the Companies Act, 2013 (the “Act"), the SEBI Listing Regulations and the Circulars,
the 39" AGM of the Company is being held through VC | OAVM and the Members can atlend and participate in the ensuing AGM

(d) The Company has facilitated the Members 1o participate in the 38" AGM thwough the VCIOAVM facility provided by Mational

I mecoedance with the Clroulars, Notice of the 387 AGM along wilh the Annual Reporl for the financial year 2025-28 will be sent only
by electronic mode to thosa members whose e-mail addresses are ragistered with the Company/RTADepository Participants.
Members may note that the Mofice of 38° AGM along with the Annual Report will atso be available on the Company's website

Inorderto receive dividend'sin atimely manner, Membersare requested o registerfupdate their compleie bank details:
o with their Depository Participant(s) with whom they maintasin their demat accounts if shares ane held in demalerialised mode by

» with RTAH shares are held in physical mode, by submitting duby filled in Form ISR-1 along with the (i) scanned copy of the signed
request lefter which shall contain shassholder’s name, Tolio number, bank detads (Bank account number, Bank and Branch
Mame znd address, IFSC, MICR datails}, (i) self-atiested copy of the PAN card and (i) cancefied cheque leaf,
Shareholders holding shares in physical mode and have not registerediupdated their e-mail addressas with the Company,
may kindly registeriupdate the same by contacting / writing to the Secretarial Department of the Company by e-mail at
secretariali@hfcl.com or to the Company's RTA at admin@mecsregistrars.com, Shareholders holding shares in
dematerialized mode may contact! write to their Depository Participants to register/ update their e-mail address.

Far HFCL Limited

o/

(Manoj Baid)

President & Company Secretary

KALYANA KARNATAKA ROAD TRANSPORT CORPORATION
Stores & Purchase Department, Central Offices,
sange Sadana, Main Hoad, Kalaburagi-585 102,
Mobile No. 77606 86172 (COSP), 77608 92029 (5.0)

No. KKRTG/COCOSP/06/2026-27

TENDER INVITING NOTICE (THROUGH KPP PORTAL MODE ONLY)

Tenders through KPP ponal (pre-qualilication & commaercial) are invited lor supply ol

lollowing items.

Dated:01.09.2026

Sl

No. Tender No.

Tender Nomenclature

Last date lor
submission
of tender

Estimate
Value
(As.)

Procurement ol Enamel 2K PU Paints
& Allled materials

01 | KKRTC/2026-27/
INDOZ229

3.54
Crore

30.08.2026
at 15.00 hrs

Frocuramen! of Furnilure & office
Equipment

02 | KKRTC/2026-27/
INDO226

2.25
Crore

30.09.2026
at 15.00 hrs

03 | KKRTC/2026-27/
INDO230

Procuramen! of Enamel Paints

30.09.2026
at 15.00 hrs

0.56
Crore

KKRTC/2026-27/
INDO227

Procurement of Copler Papers

0.43
Crore

30.09.2026
at 15.00 hrs

KKRTC/2026-27/
INDO211/Call-2

Supply & Installation of fire detection
and Suppression Syslem (FDSS)

0.40
Crore

30.09.2026
at 15.00 hrs

KKRTC/2026-27/
INDO224/Call-2

Procurement of Automotive Bulbs

15.09.2026
at 15.00 hrs

0.39
Crore

avallable at

of events elc. will be uploaded only through KPP portal

| DIPR/Kalaburagi493/KSMCEA/2026-27

All the delails ol Tender, Registration, Tender lorm documenils elc
hitps://kppp.karnataka.gov.in/. Mail o cospnekrtc@gmail.com or
support@eprochelpdesk.com for further information if required. Further, any addendum
/corrigendum related to changes in terms and conditions of tender, specification and calendar

Sd/- Controller of Stores and Purchases
(Tender Inviting Authority)

dre

. Chandigarh
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® HEALTH IST reference across critical systems

Cold pains after
chemo: The ‘brain
circuit’ causing it

Arnav Chandrasekhar
Bengaluru, September 2

ATEAM ofresearchers from the Indian Institute of
Science (IISc), Bengaluru, and Kolkata-based institute
TCG-CREST have identified the “brain circuit” that
involves the sensations associated with a certain side ef-
fect of chemotherapy known as “cold allodynia”. The dis-
covery was published in the reputed journal Cell Reports.

Cold allodynia

Cold allodyniais a condition in which the sufferer
may feel pain or distress from even a regular level of cold
temperatures. Itis one of the side effects that are part of
“chemotherapy-induced peripheral neuropathy”, which
includes many chemotherapy-induced neural side
effects such as temperature sensitivity, a feeling of pins
and needles, or pain etc.

Cold allodynia specifically is known to be one of the
side effects of oxaliplatin, a commonly used chemother-
apy drugthat contains platinum.

Science of deduction

IISc Professor Arnab Barik, one of the study’s co-
authors, told The Indian Express that cold allodyniais a
very specific side effect wherein apart from damage to
the nerve endings, thereis
asensitivity to cold but
notto heat. Whileitis
most commonly a side ef-
fect of platinum-based
chemotherapy drugs, it
can alsobe down to viral
infections, injuries, or dia-
betes. He also said that
while the damage to nerve
endings could heal, the

CHEMORISKS

® Chemotherapyisadrugtreat-
ment that uses powerful chemi-
calstokill fast-growing cellsin
your body, most often used to
treat cancer.

@ Although effective in treating
cancer, it also carries arisk of

side effects: somearemildand ~ cause could persist and
treatable, while others can resultin chronic pain.
cause serious complications. The cause of cold

allodynia was tested using
mice. “What we have
foundisthat thereisa ‘circuitry’ that changes after you
expose the mice to chemotherapy. Even after you stop
the chemotherapy and everything has healed, the pain
stays. Thatis reflected in some changes in the brain that
do not come back to normal easily,” Barik said. “We
traced the neural circuits in the affected part and how
they reach the brain. We found that the connection be-
tween the lateral parabrachial nucleus and parafascicu-
lar region of the thalamus — it specifically changes after
chemotherapy,” he added.

The lateral parabrachial nucleus refers to a group of
nerve cellsin the upper brainstem that processes pain,
taste, breathing, and body fluid signals, whereas the para-
fascicular region of the thalamus refers to a key group of
nerve cellslocated within the brain’s thalamus that plays
acritical role in both motor control and pain regulation.

Future plans

In this case, the experimentation on laboratory mice
wasinvasive in nature, and cannot be carried out on hu-
mans. Barik said: “In the long term, we are looking at how
to fix the issue pharmacologically, and then test thatin
mice. That could be much easier to translate to humans.”

“We are trying to understand better whether this find-
ingis specific to chemo pain or can be extended to other
forms such as from injuries. We are testing those, and the
ideaistotry and reverse that —thatis the plan for the
next five years or so,” he added.
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ANAGHA JAYAKUMAR

THE UNION Consumer Affairs Ministry on
August 27 notified new rules that make In-
dian Standard Time (IST) the legally en-
forceable reference for official and com-
mercial use. The Legal Metrology (Indian
Standard Time) Rules, 2026, require time-
dependent systems in government and
critical sectors to use a “traceable” and
authorised IST reference within 180 days,
rather than a random clock.

But India has already followed IST for
decades. Why were the new rules needed
and what changes with them?

People obtain time from many sources,
often indirectly from GPS. A telecom pro-
vider provides the time maintained in its
data centre, but there may be a lag of sec-
onds or even minutes as people and organ-
isations refer to different sources. “Itislike
each person establishing their own starting
point; you then cannot properly compare
events or measurements,” said Poonam
Arora, Head of the Time & Frequency Me-
trology Division at the Council of Scientific
and Industrial Research-National Physical
Laboratory (CSIR-NPL).

What do the new rules do?

India’s Department of Legal Metrology
enforces physical measurements in the
country. Inspectors can check the gauges
atapetrol pump or verify the weights used
by an establishment. They did not have an
equivalent capability for time — until now.

The newrules give time a legal status by
calling for “traceability”. In the context of
these rules, traceability means showing
that a clock or time source is ultimately
linked to IST maintained by NPL — which
will establish thatit’s accurate. Traceability
can be established through different tech-
nologies, as we will explain further on, but
with varying levels of precision.

The broader purpose of the new rules, is
tomake IST the country’scommon time ref-
erence for commercial and other purposes.
“This can improve cybersecurity, reduce
crime and make critical infrastructure more

e LEGAL

e WHY ATOMIC CLOCKS AREUSED TOMEASURE TIME

Every clockin the world needs an
oscillator to keep time — beita
quartzcrystal or apendulum.

Quartzcrystals vibrate at a precise
frequency when voltage is applied
tothem. The vibrations of the
crystal act like the pendulum of a
grandfather clock, ticking off how
much time has passed. But they
candrift over time.

Eventhe best-performing quartz
oscillators can be off by a nanose-
cond (one billionth of a second)
after an hour. After six weeks, they
may be off by a full millisecond (one
thousandth of a second).

Thatwould have a huge impact on,
say, measuring the position of a
fast-moving spacecraft.

Thisis where atomic clocks comein.
As the name suggests, they effec-
tively use atoms as oscillators.

Though there are different types of
atomic clocks, the following is the
basic premise they operate on.

When electromagnetic radiation of a
specific frequency is applied toan

atom, it can cause the atom to switch
between energy levels.

The world’s first caesium atomic clock, developed at UK National Physical
Laboratory in 1955. wiKIMEDIA COMMONS

Anelectronic counter can keep track
of thesetransitions, which happen at
an extremely precise frequency.

Time can then be calculated by
tracking this frequency. Countries
across the world use advanced

| atomic clocks to measure time.

resilient,” Arora told The Indian Express.

Who maintains time in the country?
The CSIR-NPL is mandated to maintain
the country’s scientific standards, such as
mass and volume. Maintaining and “dis-
seminating” IST is also part of its mandate.
A bank of extremely precise atomic
clocks helps NPL maintain the country’s
time within a few nanoseconds of the inter-
national reference, Coordinated Universal
Time. According to the NPL website, these
clocks are so accurate that they would lose
or gain one second in about three lakh years.

How is time ‘disseminated’?

Dissemination of time essentially refers
to the transmission of the standard time
maintained by the NPL to external users
and systems. There are different methods,
with varying accuracy.

Your phone, for instance, shows you
time indirectly derived from GPS.

The most common and accessible
method — essentially how your computer
shows you time — isa Network Time Proto-
col server. Network protocols synchronise
the clocks of computers and devices over a
network. The default server may be abroad,

Keeping
trackof
time
Aunified time
source helps to
coordinate
systems across
multiple sectors

— from banks to
telcos to defence.

®
Financial
markets already
operate under
precise clock
synchronisation
requirements.

soitisnotdirectly providing you the IST.
For more demanding applications, sat-
ellite links are used for highly precise time
transfer. Given itsimportance, ISRO hasto
be traceable to the IST within nanoseconds.
Some Regional Reference Standards
Laboratories (RRSL) now maintain second-
arytimescalestraceable toIST, allowing the
time standard to be disseminated from
multiple locations, said Arora. In July 2026,
the Union Consumer Affairs Ministry com-
missioned a White Rabbit Technology-based
IST Dissemination Demonstration Network
atthe RRSLin Bengaluru. White Rabbitisan
open-source networking technology de-
signed to synchronise computer clocks over
fibre-optic networks. Simply put, it sends a
timingsignal through a fibre-optic cable and
measures how longthe signal takes toreach
another computer. Because that travel time
canvary slightly, White Rabbit measuresthe
delay and adjusts for it, allowing clocks in dif-
ferent locations to stay synchronised.

Who needs precise synchronisation?
Systems across multiple organisations
— banks, telecommunications, power
grids and even defence systems — need to
coordinate. A unified time source helps es-

tablish the sequence of events, coordinate
activities across locations and reconstruct
failures, transactions or cyber incidents.

“At the very least, an organisation
should be able to show that its systems are
synchronised with IST,” Arora said.

The requirement is not only about dis-
play. There must alsobe synchronisation, so
that the secondsstart at the same time across
applications and sectors. Financial markets
already operate under precise clock-syn-
chronisation requirements. Since 2013, SEBI
hasdirected stockexchanges tosynchronise
their system clocks with atomic clocks before
the start of the market so that their clocks
have precision of at least one microsecond
and accuracy of at least +/- one millisecond.

This precision matters because finan-
cial systems can generate and process
orders in fractions of a second. Accurate
timestamps help establish the sequencein
which orders and trades happened and can
be important when regulators investigate
unusual activity or disputes.

What changes for you?

Very little changes for the ordinary user.
Arora noted that such changes would travel
downstream as service providers comply
with the rules, meaning the time supplied
automatically to your device would be
traceable to IST. “Unless you have a busi-
ness, you are unlikely to face any immedi-
ate requirement. But accurate time can
matter ifinvestigators or acourt need tore-
construct events, forexamplein afraudin-
vestigation,” Arora said.

Why is India now pushing for
domestic timing infrastructure?

The push for IST uniformity comes along
with India’s efforts to reduce reliance on ex-
ternal satellite navigation systems and their
timingsignals. Arora noted that most people
currently obtain time through GPS, which
the US owns and controls. A decision by the
UStodegrade or deny access to its services,
asitdid toIndia during the Kargil War, could
pose a problem. That episode pushed India
tobuild the Indian Regional Navigation Sat-
ellite System or NavIC, providing regional
satellite-navigation coverage over India.
Alongside this, terrestrial systems such as
White Rabbit can distribute IST over fibre-
optic networks. Together, these give India
more than one domestic route to provide
precise time to critical infrastructure.

Can Al claim copyright for original work? A question of authorship

Amaal Sheikh
New Delhi, September 2

CAN SOMETHING created by artificial in-
telligence (AI) be copyrighted? India’s
Copyright Office answered this on Monday,
rejecting an application filed by American
computer scientist Stephen Thaler seeking
copyright registration for an artwork gen-
erated by his Al system, DABUS. The order
is among the first decisions to address the
question: if an Al system generates a work,
who, if anyone, is its author?

The case

The case pertained to an artworKk titled
‘A Recent Entrance to Paradise’. In 2022,
Thaler applied to register copyright in the
work. According to him, the artwork had
been generated autonomously by DABUS,
or “Device for the Autonomous Bootstrap-
ping of Unified Sentience”, an Al system
that he had developed.

The application identified DABUS as
the author and Thaler as the owner of the
copyright.

The Copyright Office objected: it asked
whether an Al system could legally be rec-
ognised as an author under the Copyright
Act, 1957. It also asked who should be
treated as the author if the work wasindeed

generated using Al. During the proceed-
ings, the Office allowed Thaler to amend
the application and identify himself as the
author. He declined and continued to insist
that DABUS be recognised instead.

What the law says

The Copyright Act answers three separ-
ate questions: whether a work is original,
who its author is, and who owns the copy-
right. The first question comes from Sec-
tion13, which protects original literary, dra-
matic, musical and artistic works. Since the
Actdoesnot define “originality”, the Copy-
right Office interprets it from Eastern Book
Company v. D.B. Modak, where the Su-
preme Court held that awork does not have
to be novel or groundbreaking to receive
copyright protection. It must, however,
show at least aminimum degree of creativ-
ity and cannot merely be copied or mech-
anically reproduced.

On the question of authorship, Section
2(d)(vi) identifies an author of computer-
generated works as “the person who causes
the work tobe created”. In the present case,
the dispute was over the phrase’s meaning.
Thaler argued that DABUS, having gener-
ated the artwork, should be recognised as
its author. The Copyright Office had to de-
cide whether the provision refers to the ma-

Houserules

® The order leaves
open the possibility
of afuture applica-
tion thatidentifies
the author under the
Copyright Act.

@ [talso states that
any broader change
inthe law would have
to come from Parlia-
ment.

chine producing the output or the person
creating and operating that system.

Section 17 states that the author is gen-
erally the first owner of the copyright,
whereas Sections 18 and 19 allow copyright
to be assigned or transferred through
legally recognised agreements.

The Office noted that these provisions
are built around legal persons who can hold
rights, transfer them and enforce them.
That wasimportant in deciding whether an
Al system could be treated as an author.

What Copyright Office decided

On originality, the Office found that the
image generated by the Al was original
enough to qualify for copyright protection.

On authorship, the Office said that the
Act treats authorship as a legal status that
carries rights and responsibilities. An Al
system, however sophisticated, does not
presently possess such legal recognition
under Indian law.

To interpret who “causes” a computer-
generated work to be created, the Office
looked into American copyright cases that
distinguished between a tool and the per-
son handling it. The Office said that al-
though DABUS generated the final image,
it did so within a system designed and set
inmotion by Thaler. DABUS was treated as

a tool through which the work was gener-
ated, while Thaler was the person who
legally “caused” it to be created.

Itsaid that, when an Act refersto a “per-
son”, it often refers to a natural person or a
juristic person, like a company, that has a
legal personality. Such entities are capable
of owning property, entering into contracts,
etc, and since DABUS is not a recognised
juristic person, Stephen L. Thaler was “the
legally recognised person who caused the
particular work to be created and is there-
fore the person capable of being identified
asits statutory author.” So, the application
did not meet the criteria under the Act.

The Office also rejected a fallback re-
quest torecord DABUS as the technological
generator, saying that the register couldn’t
be used to indirectly confer legal status on
an Al system and that no proper applica-
tion seeking such an entry had been made.

The order leaves open the possibility of a
future application that identifies the author
under the Copyright Act. It also states that
any broader changein thelawwould haveto
come from Parliament. “Whether legal per-
sonhood or authorship should ever be ex-
tended toautonomousartificial intelligence
remains a policy decision strictly reserved
for Parliament, and cannotbe introduced via
administrative reinterpretation,” it said.

® NEPAL DISASTER

Fragile ecology, competing interests: The red flags in building Himalayan dams

Rishika Singh
New Delhi, September 2

THE GLACIER collapse near the China-
Tibet border has triggered devastating
floods in Nepal that have killed over 1,100
people, with thousands still missing. This
has led experts to reiterate concerns about
recent human-made changes amid quickly
changing climatic conditions.

Y Nithiyanandam, a professor and the
head of the Geospatial Programme at The
Takshashila Institution, Bengaluru, told
The Indian Express: “The Himalayas are a
naturally fragile mountain system, already
prone to earthquakes, landslides, ava-
lanches and flash floods. What climate
change may be doing is increasing the
underlying vulnerability.”

The geology

The Himalayan topography includes
lakes formed by melting glaciers, fast-flow-
ingriversand steep slopes. They dotaregion
highly vulnerable to strong earthquakes and

disproportionately affected by climate
change. Temperature changesaffect the pace
and frequency of natural processes: this in-
cludesthe melting and thawing of snow, and
glacial lake outburst floods (GLOFs) or when
water collected from melting glaciers over-
flows. Nithiyanandam said that whilelinking
any one disaster directly to climate change
still needs more scientific assessment, the
overall risk appears to be increasing.

Mirza Zulfiqur Rahman, aresearcher on
the Brahmaputra river basin, told The In-
dian Express that in this particular flood,
aspects including infrastructure build-up
and high tourist footfall have compounded
the disaster’s toll.

The build-up

Dams and reservoirs can regulate the
flow of water and provide wider access to
services for people living in remote regions.

But they also increase vulnerability. In
the recent floods, 13 hydropower plants, in-
cluding several under-construction pro-
jects, were affected, denting power gener-

ation capacity and access. Rahman said,
“Building a dam also shakes up the geology
of the area and makes it much more prone
to earthquakes. Alot of drilling and alot of
tunnelling is happening in order to build
more... ultimately, the Himalayas are going
to be its biggest casualty.”

Nithiyanandam said that hydropower
development across the Himalayas is now
extensive. “One recent study identified at
least 193 dams built or planned across the
wider Tibetan region since 2000, while a
Nepal hydropower database lists more than
570 projects at different stages,” he said.

Chinaisoften seen asaleader in instal-
ling infrastructure projects, including the
massive under-construction dam on the
Yarlung Tsangporiver (the upper course of
the Brahmaputra) near Arunachal Pradesh,
but others are catching up.

“Chinese infrastructure building in Tibet
isof concern. Obviously, China alsolooks at
itsinfrastructure building in Tibet in a very
different manner, as sovereignty markers
over Tibet. India, Nepal, and Bhutan have

also responded to it... with their own set of
dams. India is also helping Bhutan build a
series of hydropower dams, making this part
of alarger geopolitical game, signallingand
counter-signalling,” Rahman said.

In July, Chinese researchers flagged an
active fault line (a fracture between two
blocks of rock) directly beneath the Yarlung
Tsangpo mega-dam.

The gap

Asdisaster riskrises, so could the scale of
devastation. But experts flag continued lack
of adequate communication among Hima-
layan nations, which could help mitigation
and planning. Rahman said, “There has not
been substantial cooperation between China
and Nepal or China and India in terms of
how we really manage the ecosystem.”

Some disasters in the 2000s prompted
a memorandum of understanding be-
tween Indiaand Chinain2002, with an ex-
pert-level mechanism on transboundary
rivers created in 2005. “Such mechanisms
also have to be expanded to include other
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aspects such as GLOFs,” Rahman added.
Nithiyanandam said the key difference
was transparency: “Nepal officially pub-
lishes fairly detailed project and licensing
information, whereas in China project-level
information is available but remains scat-
tered across different official documents
and announcementsrather than through a
comparable consolidated public database.”
Gaps in information and data-sharing
between countries can complicate early
warning for hazards originating across the
border. “There is no clearly established
public system between China and Nepal for
continuous, real-time sharing of upstream
river flow, reservoir operations or glacial-
lake conditions from Tibet,” he added.
Stronger transboundary cooperation
would necessarily include continuous
sharing of hydrological, weather and cli-
mate data. “Where sustained monitoring
has a cost, downstream countries could
also co-invest in upstream observation sys-
tems or pay for specialised datasets, creat-
ing a model that benefits both sides. Auto-

mated public warning systems, joint scien-
tific studies and regular emergency exer-
cises should complement this,” Nithiya-
nandam said.

Rahman said that downstream coun-
tries lack consensus to build alliances that
can deal better with China. “There is no
scope forinternational arbitration. Buteven
ifthey had signed agreements to that effect,
China does not really follow those kinds of
international norms, as we can see in the
South China Sea dispute as well,” he said.

That, however, does not take away from
the necessity of such processes. “A nation-
state-centric, container approach in the Hi-
malayas does not make sense because all of
these disasters really do not limit them-
selves strictly within national boundaries.
It has ramifications all across the land-
scape, and hence the solutions alsoneed to
be applied to that end. Scientific research
also has to be done from a landscape per-
spective to actually create any sustainable
form of infrastructure development in the
Himalayas,” Rahman said.

. Chandigarh
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On BCCI's menu: Roadmap for
2027 WC, injury management

Board secretary
Saikia will convene
meeting with
Gambhir, Gill,
Agarkar & Laxman

Devendra Pandey &
VenkataKrishnaB
Mumbai/Chennai,
September 2

THE INDIAN team having
learnta few harshlessons dur-
ing the white-ball tour of the
United Kingdom, the cricket
boardisplanningtoroll outa
roadmap for the men’s team
with an eye on the 2027 ICC
World Cup and a focus on in-
jury management. On Thurs-
day, BCCI secretary Devajit
Saikiawill convene ameeting
that will be attended by cap-
tain Shubman Gill, head
coach Gautam Gambhir, head
of cricket VVS Laxman, chair-
man of selectors Ajit Agarkar.

One of the key aspects re-
garding the World Cup prep-
arationsinsouthernAfricain
October-November 2027 will
be managing the players’
workload. With the IPL sched-
uledinthesummerattheend
of another busy calendar, the
team managementis pushing
for a carefully planned work-
load management pro-
gramme, as it fears it could
againend uplosing playersto
fitnessissuesatakeyjuncture.

Beginning September,
India are scheduled to play a
string of ODI series including
three at home against West
Indies, followed by fivein New
Zealand and three each at
home against Sri Lanka and
Zimbabwe early next year. Be-
fore and between the 50-over
commitments, they have
T20Is against Afghanistan,
WestIndies, New Zealand and
Sri Lanka. Besides, they have
two important Test series -
onein New Zealand and then
the five-match Border-Gavas-

-
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Recent defeats, including the England ODI series under Gambhir and Gill, will be reviewed. creimas

kar Trophy at home before
next edition’s IPL.

Given such a gruelling
schedule, thereisahuge ques-
tion mark on whether the
players would get sufficient
time to work on their fitness
programmes. It is learnt that
team’s strength and condi-
tioning coach Adrian Le Roux
has already chalked out the
planwith an eye on the World
Cup.Theideaisfortheplayers
toreachthe peakfitnesslevels
at the tournament.

But, given the players’ fre-
quent breakdowns, the BCCI
wantsall stakeholdersaligned
on the same page. The BCCI
and Centre of Excellence
(CoE) have faced criticismre-
cently over a raft of players
breaking down ahead of cru-
cial tours, with many re-
portedly lacking confidence
inthe CoE.Seemingly,acom-
munication gap evident be-
tween players, the CoE, and
the selection committee.
Therehasbeen atleastonein-
stance where the selection
committee wasn’t informed
that pace spearhead Jasprit

Itis learnt that team’s
strengthand
conditioning coach
Adrian Le Roux has
already chalked out
the planwith an eye
onthe World Cup. The
idea s fortheplayers
toreachthe peak fit-
ness levels at the tour-
nament

Bumrah wasn’t fit for a tour.

A similar situation could
arise after the next IPL if the
workload management plan-
ning doesn’t start now and
isn’t followed properly.

Post IPL, the Future Tours
Programme (FP)isn’t chalked
out yet, but the Asia Cup is
scheduled in Bangladesh.
With ODI gaining promi-
nence, theteam management
wants the best eleven to take
the field with only bowlers
granted the exemption (ifthe
situation demands).

They will also review

India’s T20 losses in Ireland
and England, as India seek to
avoid a similar story repeat-
ing, which could potentially
jeopardise their World Cup
planning. The resultsbeing re-
viewed make for grim reading.
Indialostthe two-match T20I
seriesinIreland2-0OinJune,a
defeat that ended arun of 16
unbeaten series stretching
nearly three years for the
reigning T20 World Cup
champions.

The tour of England that
followed was worse: Indialost
the five-match T20I series 4-
0,witha125-rundefeatin Not-
tingham among the low
points, before salvaging some
prideinthe ODIs, winningthe
opener in Birmingham butul-
timately losing that series 2-1
aswell.

Hardik’s future

It is understood that dur-
ing the meeting, the team
managementwill alsoseekto
understand where Hardik
Pandyasitsin terms of his fit-
ness and availability. While
Indiawant himinthe ODI set-

e BCCIINTALKS WITH
CSAFORODISERIES

® The BCClisin talks with Cricket
South Africato squeezeinan ODI
series, which would be anideal
preparation for the 2027 World
Cup. Since touring the Rainbow
nationin 2024 for a T20Is series,
India hasn’t played the World Cup
co-hostsinthe current FTP.

® After arequest fromthe Indian
team management, the BCClisin
talks with CSA for an ODl series
comprising four-six matches
leading up to the World Cup,
which could serve as anideal
preparation and a chance to get
acclimated to the conditions.

® Withthe new FTP still not
drawn, placing the series right
before the World Cup won’t face
anyissues as well.

| ——

up, he hasn’t featured in one
since the Champions Trophy
in2025. The all-rounderis cur-
rently recovering at the CoE
and wasn’t named for the
T20Is against Afghanistan.

SoforPandyatofitintothe
ODIset-up, howIndiamanage
to integrate remains a ques-
tion. Will they take the brave
step and draft him into the
ODI set-up or make him play
the Vijay Hazare Trophy re-
mains to be seen. But what is
beyond doubtisthathis pres-
encewould bolster theteam’s
balance.

Similarly, with an eye on
the Border-Gavaskar Trophy
andtherecentstruggles of In-
dianbatsmeninspin-friendly
conditions, in the upcoming
Ranjiseason, the curatorsare
likely to be instructed to roll
out spin-friendly conditions
wherever possible. Azonal cu-
rator will oversee the pitch
preparationsin Ranji Trophy.
Inthe ongoing Duleep Trophy,
based on the instructions,
spin-friendly pitches were
rolled out at the CoE for the
quarterfinals and semi-finals.

Women'’s Asia Cup: Return to basics fuels Charani’s rapid rise

Express News Service
Mumbai, September 2

FIVE DAYS before she com-
pleted ayearininternational
cricket, on 23 June, N Sree
Charani was crowned the
number 1-ranked T20I bowler
inwomen's cricket. The stag-
gering rise was accentuated
by her performance in this
year's Women's T20 World
Cup. Although Indiacould not
make it past the group stages
in England, Charani stood
atopthewicket-takers'leader-
board, with 14 scalps.

Since her T20I debut in
April last year, the left-arm
spinner has taken 44 wickets
in T20I cricket - the highest

among bowlers from Test-
playing nations. After yet
another decent outing in the
team's 2026 Women's Asia
Cupopener against Thailand,
where he took a couple of
wickets for 10 runs, Charani
found praise from the team's
bowling coach, Aavishkar
Salvi, who said she had been
impactful from the very start
ofherIndiajourney.

"Ithink she (Sree Charani)
is an exceptional talent. She
has created an impact from
day one that she has stepped
into the Indian women's
cricket team. And one year
down the line, you see where
she has reached in the rank-
ings as well. I think she is

someone who focuses majorly
onherbasicswhilesheisprac-
tising in the nets," Salvi told
reporters on Wednesday,
ahead ofIndia's second fixture
against Hong Kong.

Keen learner

Salvialsosaid that Charani
was a keen learner and puts
herselfindifferentsituations
to gain something that could
add to her bowling.

"She wants to learn some-
thingeveryday. Andifyousee
the practice sessions, you will
see every single time that she
comesinto the nets, she chal-
lenges herselftodifferent, dif-
ferent situations. She tries to
express herselfin the netstoo,"

he added.

Although Harmanpreet
Kaur &Co.'stitle chargebegan
with a commanding 94-run
triumph over Thailand, In-
dia's mid-innings collapse -
losing eight wickets for 46
runs-wasa cause for concern.
Salvi, though, shrugged it off,
saying, "That's the nature of
the sport. We are playing T20
cricket. Soit's not that every
time that we getinto (thefield)
wewill be executing our plans.
There will be times when we
will probably not execute the
plans as great as we would
have wanted to."

Indiavs Hong Kong,
Jrom8pmonSony Sports
Network and Sony LIV

¢ INDIATOHOSTWCT

® The inaugural Women’s Cham-
pions Trophy will take place from
February 14-28 next year, was on
Wednesday shifted to India from
original hosts SriLanka by the In-
ternational Cricket Council.

® All the matches of the six-team
event will be played at the Cricket
Club of Indiain Mumbai and the
Vadodara International Cricket
Stadiumin Vadodara. The tourna-
mentis set to be playedin T20I
format. The teams taking partin
the tournament will be Australia,
England, India, New Zealand,

South Africaand SriLanka. ENS

Tilak issues yet another red-ball
notice with captain’s knocks

Shankar Narayan
Mumbai, September 2

TILAK VARMA had already
played one captain’s innings
in the firstinnings of the Du-
leep Trophy semifinal against
North Zone. On Wednesday,
heplayed another, very differ-
entone.

Afterhisunbeaten116 had
rescued South Zone in the
first innings, Tilak made 51
not out from 79 balls in the
second innings to guide his
side through achase of181 and
into the final at the BCCI
Centre of Excellence Ground
2inBengaluru. South reached
182/3, winning by seven
wickets, with R Smaran un-
beaten on 32.

For Tilak, the two perform-
ances made a strong red-ball
statement. He has established
himself in India’s T20 setup,
but his two knocks in Benga-
luru showed another side to
hisbatting. The first required
him torebuild after South had
been reduced to 80/5. In the
second, he had to play the an-
chorand ensure the chasedid
not become difficult.

Itwasareminder of where
Tilak stood as ared-ball bats-
man. Hiswhite-ball progress
has come quicker, but this
was achancetoshowthathe
had another gear in his bat-
ting. Acrosstwo differentin-
nings, headapted tothesitu-
ation without moving away
from his strengths. For a
player hoping to push his
case for higher red-ball hon-
ours, that was as important
asthe runs.

There were moments,
however, when the chase
could have become tricky.

Ricky Bhuiand N Jagadee-
san had given South a solid
start, putting on 64 for the first
wicket. Bhui wasthe more ag-
gressive of the two, particu-
larly againstleft-arm spinner
Abid Mushtaq, and made 42
from 53 balls before North’s
short-ball plan worked.

Gurnoor Brar, bowling
from around the wicket, kept
digging the ball in. Bhui
eventually fell tothe ploy and
gave himself room to cut
another short delivery but
found Anshul Kambojatdeep
third man. An over later,
Mushtaq beat Shaik Ra-
sheed’s forward defence and
bowled him for one. From
64/0, South were 65/2, and
Tilak walked in with his side
needing some stability. He
began with an on-drive for
four off Mushtaq, but did not
trytoforcethe paceafterthat.
Brar continued testing him
with the short ball, while
Mushtaq remained North’s
biggest threat. Tilak took 28
balls to reach double figures.
North needed wickets to stay
inthe game; Tilakensured he
held his end firmly.

With Jagadeesan, he took
South past 100 before Mushtaq
provided another opening. He
drew the right-hander for-
ward, got the ball to turn past
him, and wicketkeeper Kan-
haiya Wadhawan completed
the stumping. South were
102/3, still 79 runs away. Again,

Already established in India’s T20 set-up, Tilak Varma made acase
for his red-ball batting with scores of 116* and 51*. p1i

Padikkalrises,
Gilland Bumrah
slipinlatestICC
Testrankings

New Delhi: India skipper
Shubman Gill and Jasprit
Bumrah both dropped two
and one spots respectively in
the latest ICC Test rankings.
Devdutt Padikkal, however,
made gains in the rankings
going up to the 54th spot.

Padikkal was India’s best
batter on the tour of the Island
nation with 328 runs across two
Tests with two centuries,
moved up five places to reach
54th. He had scored 117 in 193
ballsinthe second Test, his sec-
ond century of the two-Test
series, and was dismissed about
eight oversbefore the end of the
first day’s play. In the first Test
atGalle, hehad slammed 167in
thefirstinnings and helped his
team win by 165 runs.

Gill, who returned with only
one half-century across three
innings on the Sri Lanka tour,
slipped two positions to reach
ninth as wicketkeeper-batter
Rishabh Pant remains the high-
estranked Indian batterin Test
cricket at seventh.

There was no change in
position for Yashasvi Jaiswal as
the Indian opener is ranked
outside thetop10 at11th. How-
ever, ace pacer Bumrah lost his
second spot in the rankings for
Test bowlers and is now placed
third behind Australia’s Mit-
chell Starc and New Zealand’s
Matt Henry. England bowler
Ollie Robinson also made gains
after his 8-wicket hail vs Pakis-
tan across 2 Tests, comingin at
the 5th position. Bumrah had
missed the tour of Sri Lanka
owing to an impact injury on
his knee which has sidelined
him from action since mid July.

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE

Tilak did not panic.

The on-drive was his most
productive shot, bringing him
15 runs, including three
boundaries. One of his best
came when Anshul Kamboj
returned to the attack, and
Tilak drove him beautifully
for four. Early on, there was
little need to take risks. He
was happy to wait for the
bowlers to bowl to his

strengths. Once settled,
though, he began showing
more of hisrange.

Inthe35thover, Tilak went
after Mushtaq. He first re-
verse-swept him past short
third man for four and then
played a paddle sweep for
another boundary. Mushtaq
had taken twowicketsandre-
mained North’s best hope of
stayinginthe game. Tilak was
now starting to take control.

Smaran, meanwhile,
made suretheburdendid not
remain entirely on his cap-
tain.

The highest run-scorer of
the 2025-26 Ranji Trophy sea-
son began carefully before
growing in confidence. He
drovewell through the covers,
attacked Nishant Sindhu
down the ground and later
struck Mushtaq for six

The pair complemented
each other well. Tilak stayed
incontrolwhile Smaran grad-
ually increased the tempo.
North’s fielding also became
sloppy as the target came
closer, withone Smarandrive
going through the cover
fielder’s legs.

Mushtaq continued to find
some turn, but the pitch did
not offer the kind of help
Harsh Dubey had enjoyed on
Ground 1 during East Zone’s
chase against Central Zone a
day earlier.

By the time Sindhu began
getting more turn late in the
chase, South were already
close tovictory.

Tilak finished the match
himself, punching Qamran
Igbal for four. His unbeaten
51 contained eight bound-
aries, while Smaran finished
unbeatenon 32 from42balls.
Their unbroken 80-run
fourth-wicket stand took
South home.

For Tilak, it capped afine
semifinal. His unbeaten 116
had helped South recover
and take afirst-inningslead.
His second innings was less
dramatic, but just as impor-
tant as the first.

India already know what
Tilak can offerin T20 cricket.
Over four days in Bengaluru,
he showed that his game can
stretch well beyond it.

BRIEF SCORES: NorthZone
195 (Qamran Igbal 76; Vid-
wath Kaverappa 4/66) & 297
(Sanat Sangwan 76; MD Nid-
heesh 5/56)lost to South
Zone 312 (Tilak Varma 116
not out; Gurnoor Brar 4/88)
&182/3 (Tilak Varma 51 not
out; Abid Mushtaq 2/55) by
seven wickets.

FINAL: East Zone vs South
Zone, September 6 onwards

Friends, family informed Pakistan
players about axe in mid series

Express News Service
Mumbai, September 2

PAKISTAN'S TOUR of Eng-
land has collapsed into the
kind of chaosthatevenbythe
PCB's own turbulent stan-
dards stands out. Two Tests
lost, an innings-and-103-run
defeat at Headingley and a
194-rundefeatatLord's, were
followed by seven players and
two coachesbeing senthome
midway through the series, a
senior selector resigning in
protest, and Pakistan'sown di-
rector of high performance
going on television to defend
the decision hisown commit-
tee had made.
Accordingtoanaccountin
The Telegraph, the players
learned they were being sent
home not from team manage-
ment, but from friends and
family messagingthem to ask
ifthey'd seen the news.
Several were wandering
around London on a day off,
or sitting in the team hotel,
when the PCB's statement

I

The PCB was reportedly
unhappy with Mohammad
Rizwan’s (L) influenceinthe
dressingroom. Ap

began circulating on social
media. One player, who be-
lieved he had performed sat-
isfactorily across the series,
read the pressrelease twice be-
fore accepting it wasn't fake.
Nobody had told the seven,
Imam-ul-Haq, Mohammad
Rizwan, AliUsman, Khurram
Shahzad, Salman Ali Agha,
Aamer Jamal and Awais Zafar,
inadvance.

The Telegraph's reporting
alsoshedslightonwhytwo of
the more senior names were
singled out. Rizwan'sremoval,

per its sources inside the
camp, wasn'tonly about form:
the PCB is understood to be
unhappywith hisinfluencein
thedressingroom, seeinghim
as an increasingly disruptive
presence, with his shot selec-
tion through the series re-
portedly frustrating senior fig-
ures in  both team
management and the board.

Imam, meanwhile, re-
mains at the centre of the
storm over his calf injury; he
did notbatineitherinningsat
Lord's, and the PCB has de-
manded a full account of
when he first reported the
problem, what medical evalu-
ation was carried out during
the Test,and why he was ulti-
mately unable to bat.

The coaching axings have
their own backstory too, per
the same report. Sarfaraz
Ahmed, 39, had coached only
atthe Ul9 level, and in a two-
Test series in the Caribbean,
before being handed the sen-
ior Testjob, asurprise appoint-
ment to many at the time.

‘Nonsense’ Dukes maker rubbishes Root remarks

Tanishq Vaddi
Hyderabad, September 2

JUST DAYS after England cap-
tain Joe Root attributed his
frequent LBW dismissalsinre-
cent times to, what he de-
scribed as, the changed nature
of the Dukes ball, the manu-
facturer said the red cherry
was being manufactured in
the same way it has always
been.

Rootwas speakingafterthe
second Test against Pakistan
at Lord's, a game where
seamers managed to get a lot
of assistance. “I think there’s
a different lacquer to them.
I’'ve not got evidence on that.
They don’t want them to go
out of shape and get them
changed,” Root said.

ButDilip Jajodia, owner of
British Cricket Balls Ltd that
produces the Dukes ball, was
having none of'it.

“That'snonsense,” Jajodia
told The Indian Express em-
phatically. “There's nothing
different with the balls," while
addingthat it was unrealistic
to expect every cricket ball to

epaper.indianexpress.com .. .

behave the same way.

“Cricket balls are not like
anengineering product made
outof metal. Thisis made out
of natural raw materials.
There is always variation in
natural raw materials.”

Thehidesused tomakethe
Dukesball are extracted from
a breed of cattle called Aber-
deen Angus reared in Scot-
land. Theyarethentannedin
the Scottish town of Chester-
field. The raw material is sent
totheirunitsinIndiaand Pak-
istan for stitching, and
brought back to England for
finishingtouchesat their fac-
tory in Walthamstow.

“It's hand-made by a
human being. There will al-
waysbe slight variations from
one batch to another. Even
oneindividual ball can be dif-
ferent to another,” Jajodia
said, addingthat theyjustcan-
not be like machine-made
balls. Butthe process remains
the same.

Iftheballis considered too
hard this year, it was the op-
posite last English summer
when runs were flowing dur-

Ithink there’sa

different
lacquer to them.I’ve
not got evidence on
that. They don’t want
them to go out of
shape and get them
changed.”

JOEROOT,
ENGLAND CAPTAIN

ing the series against India.
The complaint then was that
the balls were too soft and
going out of shape quickly.

“IfImadeareally hard ball,
it would have broken bats...,"
Jajodia had told this publica-
tion at the time. Ironically
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That's

nonsense.
There's nothing
different with the
balls. This is made
out of natural raw
materials. There is
always variation...”

DILIP JAJODIA,
OWNER, DUKES

enough, almost a year later,
that is what Root grumbled
about.

“As a batter, when you
practise, they’re cracking your
bats more frequently," the sec-
ond-highestscorerin Test his-

tory said.

Root also talked about the
dentsmadebythe harderballs
onthe pitches, butthe manu-
facturer dismissed the com-
plaint saying “That's been
going on for donkey's years.
This is not a new phenom-
enon.”

The weather has also
played a big role in batsmen
struggling during the series
against Pakistan.

When New Zealand played
thethree-match Testseriesin
June, it was shaping up to be
one of the hottest summers.
But the ongoing series has
seen frequent rain inter-
ruptions at Headingley and
Lord's.

“We've had the driest
summerinalongtimein Eng-
land. And then suddenly we
had rain. So within two Test
matches, there were totally
different conditions,” Jajodia
observed.

“The conditions are vari-
ablebutmyjobistobeascon-
sistent as possible with the dif-
ficulty of the nature of the
product.”

. Chandigarh
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Hadjar out for

Monza, Lawson
continues tofill
inat Red Bull

Isack Hadjar. ReuTERs

Reuters
Monza, September 2

RED BULL'S Isack Hadjar will
miss this weekend's Italian
Grand Prix at Monza as he re-
covers from injury, with Liam
Lawson replacing him for the
second race in a row and Yuki
Tsunoda continuing as a stand-
in for Racing Bulls.

Both Red Bull-owned For-
mula One teams confirmed
their lineups on Wednesday for
the 13th round of the season at
one of the fastest tracks on the
calendar.

Frenchman Hadjar injured
his wrist in training ahead of
last month's Dutch Grand Prix
at Zandvoort, with Red Bull
promoting New Zealander
Lawson back to the senior team
they had demoted him from
last year.

Tsunoda is the official re-
serve driver for both teams but
the experienced Japanese has
been drafted in alongside Brit-
ish rookie Arvid Lindblad at
Racing Bulls, the Italy-based
sister team traditionally used to
develop young drivers.

Lawson, 24, finished
seventh at the Dutch Grand
Prix and sits ninth in the stand-
ings with 49 points while his
Red Bull teammate Max Ver-
stappen, who crashed out of his
home race on the opening lap,
is sixth.

"Liam will drive alongside
Max at the Italian Grand
Prix in Monza, while
Isack continues to make en-
couraging progress following
the wrist injury sustained dur-
ing the summer break," Red
Bull said in a statement.

"The team is closely moni-
toring his rehabilitation and
will take no unnecessary risks
with his return to competition
and wishes him a speedy re-
covery." Hadjar had sounded
hopeful of making his return
at Monza.

"It"s my first injury ever in
my whole existence, careet,
whatever. Soit"sweirdtobeon
the bench. I'm not happy
about it, for me and for the
team," he said when he put in
an appearance at Zandvoort.
"It"s not swollen, which is a
good sign. Actually, it"shealing
fast. Every day I have abit more
mobility and I"m hopeful for
Monza."

Formula One has a packed
calendar as the second half of
the season picks up speed,
with Madrid's new Madring
Spanish Grand Prix circuit due
to make its debut the weekend
after Monza. The Azerbaijan
Grand Prix in Baku follows on
September 26.

Breaking the bank

Shuvaditya Bose
New Delhi, September 2

JOHAN CRUYFF never lived to
see a bag of money score a goal.
This summer, Premier League
clubs spent £3.528 billion, per
TheAthletic, tryingto prove him
wrong anyway.

When the window closed in
the late hours of Monday, it did
so with a new landmark — the
highest transfer expenditure in
asingle window in the history of
the sport. It eclipsed last year's
mark of £3.14 billion —itselfthe
first time any window had
crossed the £3 billion threshold.
For context, the other members
of Europe's so-called 'big five' —
Spain'sLaLiga, Germany's Bun-
desliga, Italy's Serie A and
France'sLigue1—spentacom-
bined £2.44 billion. Put to-
gether, theystill fellmorethana
billion pounds short of their
neighbours across the Channel.

The next nine months will
decide whether financial
muscle translates into footbal-
ling triumphs, though history
offers English clubs some com-
fort. Over thelast eight seasons,
English clubs have won nine of
the 21 European titles on offer,
across Champions League, Eu-
ropa League and Conference
League.

TheIndian Express analyses
how the traditional big guns of
the richest league have fared in
the window.

Arsenal:
Where’s the striker
Mikel Arteta's team barely
put a foot wrong the previous
season. The one blemish, if one
is determined to find one, was
the gap between attackand de-
fence — Arsenal conceded
fewer goals than anyone, yet
ranked only third in expected
goals, behind a Chelsea side
that finished 10th in the table.
In accordance, attackers
were yearned for, but they
could only acquire one —
Greek winger Christos Tzolis,
from Club Brugge, for £34 mil-
lion. With Gabriel Martinelli
(transfer yet tobe finalised), Ga-
briel Jesus and Leandro Tros-
sard all shown the door, the
club's attacking options look
thinner than in last season.

Chelsea:

Ageequals experience
The Blues were involved in

Spend £3.528 billion, the highest transfer expenditurein a
single window; Arsenal may rue lack of a top striker as other
contenders look for resources to dethrone them

£125 mn

Barcola (from PSG to Liverpool)

a chaotic now-you-have-him-
now-you-don't deadline-day
sagainvolving AS Monaco mid-
fielder Lamine Camara. Event-
ually, they didn't have him.
What they do have, though, is
11 new players through the Cob-
ham doors. headlined by £117-
million recruit Morgan Rogers.
The morerevealing storywas a
quiet retreat from the club's
youth-first doctrine. Goal-
keeper Emiliano Martinez,
midfielder Jordan Henderson
and striker Danny Welbeck ar-
rived with a combined age of

Price Man City paid for Enzo
Fernandez — British record

Rogers (from Villa to Chelsea)

105 and acombined price tag of
just £12.5 million.

On the other side of the
ledger, the clubbecame the first
in England to post more than
£500 millioninsalesinasingle
window, with Enzo Fernan-
dez's £125 million exit doing
most of the heavy lifting.

Liverpool:
Onebigarrival
Liverpool talked to every-
one and signed almost no one.
Despite being linked with a
seemingly endless list of tar-

Cumulative spend of Premier
League clubs — highest-ever.

Tzolis (from Brugge to Arsenal)

gets, new manager Andoni
Iraola will start the season
with only four new arrivals,
the marquee name being
French winger Bradley Bar-
cola, signed from Paris Saint-
Germain. The other Liguelac-
quisition was  Rennes
defender Jeremy Jacquet.
The numbers in the out-
goings column are not reflected
inthesales figure that the team
generated, with many notable
players — none more so than
Mohamed Salah, the club's
third-highest goal-scorer of all

time — leaving on a free
transfer.

Manchester City:
Pricenobar

City made two of the mar-
ket's four nine-figure signings,
determined that life after Pep
Guardiola should not mean a
slide into mediocrity. Enzo Fer-
nandez's acquisition from
Chelsea, for £125 million, be-
came the British record fee,
while Elliot Anderson briefly
became the most expensive
English player for £116 million,
before being pipped by Rogers.

Ayyoub Bouaddi,amongthe
2026 FIFA World Cup's standout
performers, is another impor-
tant facet of their tri-faceted
midfield makeover, necessi-
tated by the exit of Ballon d'Or
and World Cup winner Rodri.

Manchester United.:
Leftis not right

Having earned a return to
the UEFA Champions League
after a two-season hiatus, Man-
chester United were expected
to spend heavily. They did not.
Like their neighbours, the red
half of Manchester focused on
a midfield rebuild, signing the
trio of Youri Tielemans, Andrey
Santos and Carlos Baleba for a
cumulative £148 million.

Butaswith Arsenal, gaps re-
main — most alarmingly at left-
back, where Michael Carrick is
left choosing between an in-
jury-prone Luke Shaw and 19-
year-old Harry Amass.

Tottenham Hotspur:
Awaiting returns

Spurs are currently placed
at the very bottom of the Pre-
mier League points table, with
their scouts being more active
than their players in front of
the goal thus far. Roberto de
Zerbi's headline arrivals were
Italian midfielder Sandro Ton-
ali, for £100 million, and Ma-
teus Fernandez, for £85 mil-
lion — further proof that this
was the summer to be a mid-
fielder available for transfer in
England.

The attacking additions in-
vite more scrutiny. Manchester
City pair Savinho and Omar
Marmoush arrive havingscored
a combined 12 Premier League
goals between them, while
Chelsea's Mykhailo Mudryk
hasn't kicked a ball in a com-
petitive game in 20 months.

Balogun scraps transfer to Everton: Report

Reuters
September 2

FOLARIN BALOGUN didn't
end up joining Everton of the
Premier League on Tuesday at
the transfer deadline, and
multiple media reports indi-
cated that the United States
men's national team forward
was the one who withdrew
from the proposed move.

AS Monaco, Balogun's cur-
rent team, and Everton re-
portedly were in discussions for
several days, and the 25-year-
old striker headed to Liverpool
to take his physical exam with
Everton

According to The Athletic,
Everton spotted something in

the medical exam that
prompted a renegotiation with
Monaco over the transfer fee.
Everton requested an exten-
sion of the transfer deadline to
complete the move, but
then Balogun opted not to con-
tinue with the move, per
multiple media reports.

The amount of the transfer
would have been between $53.2
million and $54 million, with
add-ons of around $5.8 million,
The Athletic reported.

Balogun scored twiceinthe
United States' opening victory
of the World Cup against Para-
guay then added a goal in the
round of 32 against Bosnia and
Herzegovina. In that latter
match, Balogun was shown a

Folarin Balogun will be staying
at AS Monaco. Ap

red card in the 64th minute, a
decision that wound up mak-

ing international waves.

Controversy ensued when
Balogun's one-game suspen-
sion was lifted and he was able
to play in the United States'
round of 16 match against Bel-
gium. President Donald
Trump announced that he had
called FIFA president Gianni
Infantino to appeal on Bal-
ogun's behalf, though In-
fantino denied Trump had
anything to do with the deci-
sion to reinstate Balogun.

The U.S. lost 4-1 to the Bel-
gians and were eliminated
from the World Cup.

Over the past three seasons
with Monaco, Balogun scored
31 goals with nine assists in 91
matches (67 starts) across all

e BACON OF HOPE

Korean wrestling president announces pork
gift hampers for Asian Games medallists

Express News Service
Mumbai, September 2

KOREA WRESTLING Feder-
ation President Kim Ik-heon
has turned to desperate
measures to prop up its belea-
guered wrestling squad headed
to the Aichi Nagoya Asian
Games. Yonhap News reported
that Korean gold medalists in
wrestling, would receive a pork
gift-set every month for two
years should theyland atop the
podium at Aichi-Nagoya dur-
ing the September 19 - October
4 Asian Games.

Ik-heon, the federation
president, owns a pork process-
ing plant called Sankjuyakgan
headquartered in Sangju,
Gyeongsangbuk-do, South
Korea. It specialisesin a chilled
pork processing that he pat-
ented called "persimmon-fed
pork" (Gam-meogun-doeji)
which was developed in collab-
oration with Kyungpook Na-

tional University.

His spontaneous offer came
after the coach, a former Olym-
pic champion and a bunch of
wrestlers broke down at a see-
off ceremony with their medal
winning prospects looking
bleak after the usual chaos that
flights wrestling - corruption
and demotivated wrestlers.

Ik-heon also announced the
silver and bronze medal
winners would receive the pork
gift-set every month for one
year, half of the gold winners.

Yonhap quoted him in an
impassioned speech saying,
"People in the sport have only
been worried about their vested
interests; instructors have been
too casual in their response,
and athletes have been a mess
mentally. We cannot afford to
just keep sayingwe will get back
on our feet. We all have to look
atourselvesinthe mirror." This
was followed by the announce-
ment of the pork gifts.

Koreanwrestling
has sunk since Rio
Games, with Tokyo
2020 Olympics
beingthefirst timeit
Jailedtoreachthe
podium since1972.
Paris drew a blank
too

Followers of K Dramas will
be familiar with pork-based
comfort food, grilled belly Sam-
gyeopsal and Donkatsu cutlets.

The KWF has set its sights
on winning at least one gold
medal, one silver and six
bronze medals at this year's
Asian Games, as per Yonhap.

Korean wrestling has sunk
since Rio Games, with Tokyo
2020 Olympics being the first
time it failed to reach the po-
dium since 1972. Paris drew a

blank too. At the last Asiad in
2023 in Hangzhou, Koreaman-
aged just two bronze medals, its
worst performance in 57 years.

An Han-bong, the 1992
Olympic gold medalist who
now coaches the national team,
broke down in tears urging his
athletes at the ceremony, to
change the script at Aichi-Na-
goya Asian Games and step up
to deliver medals.

At the Jincheon National
Training Center, Han-bong
said, "We have our backs
against the wall. Thope our ath-
letes will go out and prove that
Korean wrestling is not dead."

In response, the wrestlers
vowed to flip the narrative.

"I think everyone here has
the same goal as our coach,"
Greco Roman 60 kg wrestler
ChungHan-jaetold Yonhap, as
the reigning Asian Games
bronze medallist who has
moved up to 67kg . "I want to
win gold and show how good

Korean wrestlingis."

This was followed by
wrestlersunfurling a Taegeukgi,
the South Korean national flag,
with words of their resolution
and goals written on it after the
no-medal performance at the
2024 Olympics. The flag travels
with them to all international
competitions over the past two
years as a reminder of the hurt.
"Twanttowingold and celebrate
by wrapping my body in this
flag," Kim Min-seok, who won
bronze in the men's 130kg
Greco-Roman event at the last
Asian Games, was quoted as
saying by Yonhap.

However the goals might be
tad too ambitious. Chung and
Kim Min-seok, the two medal
contenders, are both dealing
with injuries -- Chung return-
ing from a broken right elbow
and Kim with a torn pectoral
muscle. Most others tipped to
win medals, lack international
experience.

competitions. He played in the
Premier League with Arsenal
during the 2021-22 season and
had loan spells at Middles-
brough in the English Cham-
pionship and Reims in France
before his move to Monaco.

A native of England to Ni-
gerian parents, Balogun was
bornin New York, which quali-
fied him to play for the United
States. He has scored 12 goals
across 31 matches for the
USMNT since 2023.

Balogun's near-move to
Everton came after various re-
portsin the offseason indicated
potential movesto Tottenham,
Aston Villa, Barcelona, Paris
Saint-Germain, Sunderland
and Crystal Palace.

* BRIEFLY

US Open: Top seed
Zverev rallies to avoid

upsetin first round

Alexander Zverev won his opening match 6-4, 3-6, 6-7 (7), 7-5, 6-4. ap

Associated Press
New York, September 2

ALEXANDER ZVEREYV rallied
just in time to avoid becoming
the first men’s No. 1seed tolose
in the first round of a Grand
Slam tournament since 2003,
edging Lorenzo Sonego 6-4, 3-
6,6-7(7),7-5,6-4in a U.S. Open
match that ended Wednesday
morning.

Zverev couldn’t cash in on
repeated chances tobreak Son-
ego’s serve for much of the
night and was in danger of be-
coming the first top-seeded
man to fall in his first match in
a major since Ivo Karlovic beat
Lleyton Hewitt at Wimbledon
in 2003.

It hasn’t happened at the
U.S. Open since Stefan Edberg
lost to Alexander Volkov in
1990. Zverev finally broke
through against Sonego’s serve
late to pull out the match in 4
hours, 52 minutes.

“Nearly five hours for a first
round, Ithink thisis the longest
first-round match I've ever
played in my life,” Zverev said.
“So, credit to him. He played
amazing tennis today, would
have beaten a lot of players for
sure, but I'm happy to be
through.”

Zverev won his first major
title at the French Open, lost to
top-ranked Jannik Sinner in
the Wimbledon final, then be-
came the No. 1 seed in a major
for the first time when Sinner
had to withdraw from the U.S.
Open with aright knee injury.

Zverev is 7-0 against Son-
ego, an Italian who came in 1-9
against top-10 men in Grand
Slams. But Sonego’s speed
around the court allowed him
to track down balls that on
other nights would have been
winners, and he came up with
enough clutch serves to make
Zverev just 5 for 22 on break
points for the match.

The German broke when
Sonego served for the third set
at5-4 and seemed tobein good
shapeinthetiebreaker when he
hit consecutive serves of 133
mph and 141 mph to take a 7-6
lead. Sonego won the next two
pointstotakethelead and Zve-
rev then double-faulted to end
the set.

Zverev then broke for a 3-2
lead in the fourth set, but Son-
egoraced from corner to corner
ofthe courtin the next gameto
break right back. Sonego then
got within two points from win-
ningthe match with a 5-4 lead,
but Zverev held serve and then
broke to go ahead 6-5.

Sonego had his hand or

wrist checked before the start of
the final set. He appeared OK
afterward but Zverev got the
break he needed to grab a 3-2
lead and stayed ahead from
there.

Zverev advanced to face
Quentin Halys in the second
round, and the 2020 U.S. Open
runner-up wasn’t disappointed
that he needed to work so hard
to get there.

“Actually I'm happy that I
won this kind of battle because
this exactly the match that I
needed,” he said. “I struggled
thelast two tournaments, 1did-
n’t play well and sometimes
good things happen after you
fight through one of these
matches. So I’'m hoping that
will be the case for me at this
tournament.”

Reeltoreal

Thea Frodin once had to hit
like Serena Williams in a movie.
On Tuesday at the U.S. Open,
she showed some pretty good
power of her own in real life.

The 17-year-old from Cali-
fornia lost to No. 2 Elena Ry-
bakina 6-3, 6-2 while playing
her first WTA Tour matchin a
Grand Slam tournament.

Frodin fired 11 aces, nearly
doubling up one of the best
servers in women’s tennis. She
said her movie role in which
she had to swing like Williams,
the 23-time Grand Slam singles
champion, doesn’t mean she
feels pressure to show extra pop
off the racket.

“Ifeel have always been an
aggressive player. That’s always
been kind of my game, justtobe
aggressive,” the 6-foot Frodin
said. “Obviously my height
gives me the chance to serve
bigger.” In the 2021 film “King
Richard,” Frodin was the body
double for actor Demi Single-
ton, who played the younger
Williams sister. Frodin earned
the opportunity to audition
after winning singles, doubles
and mixed doubles sectional
titles at the 10-and-under level
in California and then spent six
months working on set.

Frodin played her way into
the U.S. Open by winning the
USTA Billie Jean King Girls’18s
National Championships to
earn a wild card. She quickly
gained more attention than
that type of player usually gets
because of her “King Richard”
experience, but thought she
handled that well.

Rybakina didn’t know
much about Frodin the player,
but said during their scouting
her team became aware of her
Williams’ role.

Lakshya Sen lost his opening round in straight games. p1i

Lakshya exits; Srikanth, Tanvi
progress in China Masters

LAKSHYA SEN was knocked
out of the China Masters
afteralistless performance
inthe opening round but Ki-
dambi Srikanth and Tanvi
Sharmaregistered straight-
game winsto progresstothe
second round of men's and
women's singles competi-
tionin Shenzhenon
Wednesday. Lakshya, a2021

| world championships

bronze-medallist, played an
error-riddled gameto go
down 14-217-21in 38 minutes
toworld No. 9 Canada's Vic-
tor Lai. Srikanth, a2021
world championshipssilver-
medallist, however,
progressed after beating Chi-
nese Taipei's Chi YuJen21-16
21-15. Tanvidefeated
Denmark's Amalie Schulz 21-
16 21-17to also advance. PTI

Sale of Brazil
friendly tickets

gets big response

KOLKATA'SFOOTBALL-
CRAZY fans have responded
with overwhelming enthusi-
asmtothe much-anticipated
India-Brazil friendly next
month, with the lower-
priced tickets for the once-
in-a-lifetime encounter sell-
ingoutwithinanhour of
goingonline on Wednesday.
India will take on five-time
world champions Brazil on
October 3, with football fever
alreadyreachinga
crescendoin thecity,
renowned for its passionate
following of the sportand
the Brazil national team.
Ticket pricesrange fromRs
999to Rs15,000. While the
exact number of tickets
made available could notbe
ascertained, the lower-
priced slabs were snapped
upwithinanhour ofthe on-
line window openingon Dis-
trictin for the match atthe
Vivekananda Yuba Bharati
Krirangan (VYBK). PTI
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